- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CG/SA.132/04



29 December 2004


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

Summary of the meeting of May 17, 2004

The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Miguel Ruíz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, and considered the following items on the order of business, document CP/CG-1598/04:

1.
Consideration of the draft resolution “Access to public information: Strengthening Democracy” (CP/CG-1588/04 rev. 1 corr 1)

The Committee decided to forward this draft resolution to the Permanent Council, with operative paragraph 7.b in square brackets.

2.
Note from the Inter-American Commission of Women accompanying three draft resolutions pursuant to the mandate of the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (CP/doc.3891/04)

· Consideration of the draft resolutions

The Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) described the report and draft resolutions on this subject.


The Committee considered and approved, with a few modifications, the following draft resolutions to be forwarded to the Permanent Council.  “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas,” sponsored by Canada, El Salvador, and Mexico; “Violence against Women.  The Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” sponsored by the governments of El Salvador and Mexico, and “Strengthening of the CIM,” sponsored by El Salvador and Mexico.

3.
Report of the Secretary General on implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03) (CP/doc.3886/04) 

· Consideration of the draft resolution

The Executive Secretariat of the CIM explained the report and draft resolution corresponding to this topic.  The Committee discussed the draft resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” and decided to submit it to the Permanent Council with the amendments proposed at the meeting and the reservation entered by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela with respect to operative paragraph 5.c.

4.
Annual report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to the General Assembly (CP/doc.3888/04)

The Committee took note of the presentation of Dr. Alfonso Quiñones and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations, which will be forwarded to the Permanent Council in due course.
5.
Consideration of the draft resolution “Trade and Integration in the Americas” (CP/CG-1587/04 corr. 1)


After listening to a number of explanations by the Special Adviser on Trade Matters, Dr. José Manual Salazar, the Committee decided to approve and forward this draft resolution to the Permanent Council for its consideration, along with the observations put forward by the delegations.

6.
Consideration of the draft resolution “Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism)” (CP/CG-1581/04 rev.1)


The delegations reached a consensus regarding some matters that were pending in this draft resolution, which will be forwarded to the Permanent Council with the bracket appearing in the third preambular paragraph.

7.
Other business


There being no further matters to consider, the Chair thanked all the delegations and members of the Secretariat who had assisted the General Committee in its work, and declared the meeting closed.
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