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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF BOLIVIA
TRANSMITTING A COMMUNIQUÉ IN SUPPORT OF THE DEMOCRATIC

PROCESS HEADED BY PRESIDENT CARLOS MESA

Permanent Mission of Bolivia
to the
Organization of American States

Washington, D.C. 

OEA/CP/014/05

Washington, D.C., January 24, 2005

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to transmit to you, as an annex, the communiqué issued by the mayors of Bolivia’s cities in which they announce their full support for the democratic process and historic transition headed by the President of this country, Carlos Mesa G.


This communiqué is doubtless an expression of clear support for the constitutional president and an important contribution to social stability and especially to democracy in Bolivia, as well as a ringing endorsement from civil society, in this case through its democratically elected mayors.


I would also like to point out that the municipal mayors of Bolivia declared themselves champions of democracy and supporters of the Constituent Assembly–the only path to a genuine understanding, with a view toward a future of harmony and the building of a just, inclusive, and truly participatory state.

Accordingly, I would very much appreciate it if you arranged to have the appended document distributed as an information document to the permanent missions of the member states.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


Ambassador María Tamayo-Arnal

Permanent Representative

Ambassador Manuel Cáceres

Permanent Representative of Paraguay and

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C
COMMUNIQUÉ


Nine out of the ten urban mayors of Bolivia:
SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS HEADED BY PRESIDENT CARLOS MESA


January 21.  Before noon today, Friday, January 21, the mayors of the cities of La Paz, El Alto, Oruro, Potosí, Cochabamba, Sucre, Tarija, Trinidad, and Cobija simultaneously announced, from their offices in their cities, their full support for the democratic process and historic transition headed by the President of the Republic, Carlos Mesa.


In a joint communiqué the mayors, Juan del Granado (La Paz), José Luis Paredes (El Alto), Edgar Bazán (Oruro), René Joaquino (Potosí), Gonzalo Terceros (Cochabamba), Aideé Nava (Sucre), Oscar [image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

Montes (Tarija), Moisés Shiriqui (Trinidad), and Miguel Becerra (Cobija), as democratically elected representatives of their cities and as municipal council leaders speaking on behalf of the people, declared themselves champions of democracy and of the CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, which, in their view, was the only path to a genuine understanding among Bolivians, with a view toward a future of harmony and the building of a just, inclusive, and truly participatory state.


The nine mayors pledged to take the necessary measures to strengthen the historic transition and to promote a new social pact that would give us the country we all wish for.
REJECTION


They reject out of hand the seditious attacks led by antidemocratic and oligarchic sectors, in demonstrations that are clearly politically motivated and aimed at preventing the Constituent Assembly from being held.


The mayors point out that some sectors in Congress are endorsing this disorderly conduct.  These groups should reflect on the situation, fulfill their role as spokespersons for the interests of citizens, and denounce actions that undermine the democratic institutional system, thereby protecting and contributing to a unified Bolivia.

CONVOCATION


In their capacity as elected leaders who garnered a historic majority of votes, they appeal to the citizenry to accept this initiative and to make every effort to adhere to democracy and reject the conspirators.  The time has come to make peace and to strive jointly for the country we all desire.
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