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1.
Venue 

The Fifth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus and the Fourth Special Session of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples will be held on February 7-11, 2005 in Washington, D.C., United States of America.  The sessions will take place in the Hall of the Americas in the building of the OAS General Secretariat located on 17th and Constitution Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006.  

2.
Coordination

The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Alternate Representative from the OAS Permanent Mission of Guatemala, Ambassador Juan Leon, will be coordinating the event.  Additional support will also be provided by a technical group from the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, the Office for the Summit Process, the Department of Legal Affairs and Services as well as the Executive Secretariat to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of American States.  

For more information please contact:

Luis Alberto Rodriguez, Director, Office for the Summit Process  

Jorge Sanín, Indigenous Peoples’ Coordinator 

1889 F Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006

United States of America

Tel.:  202-458-3127, 6905

Fax:  202-458-3665

E-mail: jsanin@oas.org
At the Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the OAS please contact:

Ambassador Juan León Alvarado – Chair of the Working Group
Alternate Representative, Mission of Guatemala to the OEA

1507 22nd NW, NW, Suite 402 

Washington, DC 20037

Tel: (202) 833‑4015

Fax: (202) 833‑4011

E-mail: (juanleon@minext.gob.gt o guatemala@oas.org)

3.
Accommodations

The indigenous peoples’ representatives selected by the Board of Selection of the Specific Fund will find accommodations at:

Hotel Harrington

Eleventh and E Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20004-1398

Tel.: (202) 628-8140
The OAS will cover the costs of accommodations for participants selected by the Specific Fund. However, the OAS will not cover the costs of participants who wish to stay for additional days. Due to the restrictions of the funds, the participants will share a double room with another participant.  All of the participants should register at the lobby of the Hotel Harrington.  

Additionally, the OAS will only pay for the costs of the room.  The OAS will not be responsible for local, national, or international phone calls; all additional costs are responsibility of the participants, as are the incidental costs such as food, or possible damage to the rooms.  

Participants that have not been selected by the Specific Fund and wish to be accommodated in the Hotel Harrington may do so.  The price for a standard, single room or a room with two double beds is US$89.00.  The participants themselves should make their own reservations. They should contact the hotel with the following information: Tel.: (202) 628-8140; fax: (202) 374-3924, or via email: kim_hotelharrington@yahoo.com.  The OAS has reserved additional rooms charged at the same price as mentioned above for those participants who have not registered.  To obtain a discount and special price, it is important to inform the hotel that you are with the “OAS Group.”

4.
Costs of Stay 

The OAS will provide the participants selected by the Specific Fund a sum of money corresponding to the costs of stay, which is intended to cover the costs of local food and transportation.  This sum will be given to the selected representatives on February 3, 2005. 

The OAS will not be responsible for the costs of domestic transportation of the participants in their respective countries.  

5.
Preparatory Session (Indigenous Caucus)


The Indigenous Peoples preparatory session will be held on February 3-6, 2005 at the Hotel Harrington in Washington, D.C.  The meetings will begin at 9:00 am.  Beverages will be provided during the meeting only. Amazon Alliance and the Indian Law Group are responsible for the Indigenous Caucus. For any questions regarding the Agenda of the Caucus please contact:

Esperanza Lujan, Staff Attorney

Indian Law Resource Center

601 E. Street, SE

Washington, D.C. 20003

tel: 202-547-2800

fax: 202-547-2803

email: elujan@indianlaw.org
6.
Requirements to enter the United States 

A visa is required to enter the United States.  Visas must be requested at the US Consulate of the respective countries.  The OAS will not be responsible for the costs of obtaining visas.  

7.
Air transportation

The OAS will pay the cost of airfare for those participants chosen by the Specific Fund.  The flight information has been provided to all the participants. 


The OAS will not cover any penalties or charges resulting from any changes in flight schedules.  Participants will be responsible for these costs. 

8.
Driving distance from the airports to Washington D.C.
Ronald Reagan National Airport


15 minutes

Taxi US$18.00

Dulles International Airport


40 minutes

Taxi US$45.00

Other transportation services such as shuttles and Blue Vans are available at a lower cost. 


The Indigenous Peoples Representatives participating in the meeting should take a taxi from the airport to the hotel and pay for the taxi fares in cash. There will be no official reception at the airport.

9.
Weather Conditions

The weather forecast for Washington, D.C. during the meeting will range from the low 2(C to the high 6(C (35( and 42( F).  It is advisable for participants to bring fall and/or winter clothing.


10.
Power

110 watts are used in the Washington D.C.
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�.	Prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and distributed directly to the indigenous peoples representatives in a timely manner.





