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RESULTS OF THE NAIROBI SUMMIT ON A MINE-FREE WORLD: FIRST REVIEW CONFERENCE OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE, STOCKPILING, PRODUCTION AND TRANSFER OF ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION, AND FUTURE MINE ACTION INITIATIVES IN THE HEMISPHERE
(Delivered by Mr. Douglas Fraser, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS, 

to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, on February 4, 2005)
Gracias Sra Presidenta.  La delegación de Canadá está muy agradecida de tener esta oportunidad de hacer una presentación en este foro de expertos dedicados, en el cual trabajamos juntos para asegurar el liderazgo de nuestro hemisferio en el área de acción contra las minas y en la implementación y universalización de la Convención de Ottawa.
As in the past, these meetings of the Committee on Hemispheric Security dedicated to mine action provide us with an opportunity to not only reaffirm our institutional goals to transform our region into the first mine free region in the world but also to pause for a few minutes and map out our future plans, national and regional goals and aspirations in the implementation of mine action.  

Madame Chair, last December, the world gathered in Kenya to celebrate the Nairobi Summit for a Mine Free World - the first review conference of the Ottawa Convention.  More than 160 States and 350 NGO representatives came together to underline the achievements of the 144 State Parties in their implementation of the Ottawa Convention.  The Summit was an opportunity to celebrate the tremendous successes and advancements made by the international community in the area of mine action to date. It was also an opportunity to reflect on the challenges that lie ahead and brainstorm on how to most effectively address them.  The Ottawa Convention was recognized by the participants as being the definitive framework to achieve a mine-free world.

At the Summit, the international community adopted a political declaration and 5-year action plan to address the challenges that remain on the path toward this goal. Heads of State and of Government and Foreign Ministers from numerous countries addressed the Summit’s high-level session on 2-3 December. Canada was represented by its Governor General, Her Excellency the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson.
In addition, Summit participants also endorsed a Review document which outlined the key successes of the past 5 years:

Madame la Présidente, à peine cinq ans après l’entrée en vigueur de la Convention, des progrès remarquables ont été accomplis vers une véritable interdiction universelle de ces armes aveugles, et vers le redressement des torts humains et socioéconomiques qu’elles ont causé.  Les trois quarts des États du monde, 144 à ce jour, -- et le compte n’est pas terminé, -- sont devenus Parties à la Convention.  La communauté internationale a même poussé plus loin l’application concrète de nombreuses dispositions de cette Convention.  Largement déployées dans le monde pendant les années ’90, les mines antipersonnel sont aujourd’hui rarement utilisées, même par les États non parties à la Convention, et La Campagne internationale pour interdire les mines (ICBL) n’a recensé que six pays utilisateurs en 2002‑2003.  La  production de ces armes a considérablement diminué, et les ventes déclarées sont aujourd’hui, par tous comptes, nulles.  D’ailleurs, les mines antipersonnel sont considérées comme taboues par les États parties à la Convention et même par plusieurs de ceux qui ne le sont pas.   Les États parties ont détruit plus de 37 millions de mines qu’ils avaient en stock.  Depuis 1997, plus de deux milliards de dollars ont été consacrés au déminage des terres, à la protection des communautés contre les explosions de mines et à l’aide aux survivants.

The Summit’s President recognized with great satisfaction the efforts undertaken by the Americas over the course of 2004 and highlighted success stories from the Americas over the past 5 years.  In particular, the President welcomed Honduras’ declaration that it had reached a mine-free status and that it joined Costa Rica and Djibouti in being the first 3 countries to declare themselves in full compliance with Article 5 of the Convention since the Convention’s inception in 1997. The President recognized that ours is the first region to have completed its stockpile destruction.
Beyond this, the results of the Quito Conference, in August 2004, outlining the progress made in the region in achieving the goal of a mine free hemisphere were underlined by many delegations.  Participants welcomed the announcement that Chile will serve as the host of the next regional meeting. 

Regional partners also recognized the importance of mine action as a key tool for regional confidence-and security-building-measures.  Joint operations between Peru and Ecuador served as prime example of this. Chile and Argentina were congratulated for their Article 3 bilateral transparency initiative. 

The role of the OAS Mine Action Program (AICMA) team as a catalyst for mine action activities in the region was recognized by the President and several donor and recipient countries.  

 

A key outcome of the Summit was the Action Plan that was adopted at the close of the Summit by the States Parties. The Action Plan charts the way ahead on 4 core humanitarian goals shared by States Parties: clearing mined areas; assisting victims; destroying stockpiles and universalizing the Convention.  The Action Plan also considers important cross-cutting issues such as coordination, resources mobilization, transparency measures and institutional support

Madame Chair, action plans and strategic planning are not new for our region.  For several years now, the Americas have held regional meetings with the main objective of outlining the work ahead and drawing on the lessons learned of our regional partners in their implementation of the Convention. Canada supports these regional meetings and believes that the Nairobi Action Plan should be firmly incorporated into our regional planning and strategic thinking for the most effective coordination of our regional mine action.

As we prepare to outline our work and institutional aspirations for the next year, Canada strongly believes a key objective must be to renew the political commitment invested early on in the life of the Convention, the strong institutional support given by the OAS in mine action programming and, most importantly, the national human and financial resources invested by the mine affected countries themselves.

Final steps to be able to declare victory on mine clearance where demining programs are on the cusp of completion must be taken -- we can not allow strategic deadlines to lag.  Countries at the beginning of their 10-year plan need to demonstrate clearly through national mine action plans that they will be in a position to meet Article 5 obligations.

We continue to need to ensure that we meet our transparency requirements, as this provides the best vehicle to facilitate appropriate international cooperation under article 6.

And finally, the most important issue of all and the raison d’etre of the Convention is the assistance we can provide to landmine survivors. Gaps in national mine victim plans will need to be addressed by all mine affected States.  

Madame Chair, I am very pleased to inform the Committee today, as a further demonstration of Canada’s commitment to the Convention, the region and the Nairobi Action Plan, of recent contributions to the OAS by Canada totalling $2.3 M to further regional mine action activities through the AICMA program.

This commitment includes a $300K contribution by Foreign Affairs Canada for mine action operations in Nicaragua.  Funds for Nicaragua will be allocated to work along the most populated sections of the border with Honduras.  Canadian funds will support mine clearance, mine risk education and victim assistance activities.  Our contribution will assist national authorities with the implementation of the National Demining Plan, in accordance with the responsibilities established for the OAS.  

In addition, Mme Chair, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) has agreed to contribute $2M over 4 years to support general mine action operations in Guatemala, Nicaragua, Colombia, Peru and Ecuador, in addition to other regional activities.  CIDA describes the goal and objective of its contribution as providing support to OAS programs in order to:  Support clearance operations in Nicaragua and certify that the demining is in accordance with international humanitarian demining standards;  Support remaining clearance operations in Guatemala as per the National Plan;  Continue to provide financial and technical assistance to national mine action programs in Peru and Ecuador; and,  Emphasize the component in mine action relating to victim assistance and the development of this program as a public health issue in Colombia

Madame Chair, the goal of a mine-free hemisphere is within our grasp.  Le gouvernement du Canada est déterminé à atteindre cet objectif et se réjouit à l’avance de travailler avec vous tous à cette fin. Gracias.
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