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Madam Chair,
For Ecuador, humanitarian demining activities represent a commitment to following up on and consolidating the peace it reached with Peru in the global peace agreement signed on October 26, 1998.  They also represent progress toward a Hemisphere free of antipersonnel mines.  In my country, such tasks are coordinated by the National Demining Center (CENDESMI), which is chaired by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in close collaboration with the Ministry of Defense.

But humanitarian demining takes on special significance when it is a joint effort, as in the activities of the Governments of Ecuador and Peru along their shared border.  The resulting exchange of information and levels of cooperation have proved an effective way to foster mutual trust and increase the integration of our peoples.  This was stated in the Declaration of Quito, of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, held in November 2004.  Our cooperation also marks a shared vision of humanitarian demining as a means of providing the security and tranquility needed for our development efforts, notably in the border areas, where Ecuador and Peru also share a Binational Development Plan.

Over the course of last year, demining action in the borderlands we share with Peru proceeded without interruption.  Support from the OAS Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) has been essential to that effort:  a regular flow of resources has been made available, along with resource management that has enhanced the quality and effectiveness of mine removal.  Also valuable has been the help of the Program’s national coordination office in Ecuador, which was established on March 19, 2001.

Since June 2004, the presence of a group of international monitors–selected by the Inter-American Defense Board and appointed through the cooperation of the Governments of Nicaragua, Brazil, Honduras, and Chile–has also strengthened the humanitarian demining process, the training and upgrading of sappers, compliance with IMAS security standards, and procedural transparency.

Ecuador has not wavered in fulfilling its commitments to mine action in all its forms.  It has conducted campaigns in the areas of prevention, demining, victim assistance, and destruction of stockpiled mines, and has presented yearly reports to the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs.

Allow me now to turn to concrete issues.  Regarding mine removal, as of December 2004, a total of 96,221 m2 have been cleared and 4,377 antipersonnel mines destroyed.  In the province of El Oro, demining has been completed, with 46,419 m2 cleared.  In the province of Loja, 16,289 m2 have been cleared; what remains to be done is the reconnaissance, in coordination with Peru.  In September 2004, Ecuador established the Amazon Regional Demining Command for work in the province of Morona-Santiago.  There are also plans to upgrade the general hospital now serving the Santiago Jungle Battalion to a Level II unit that could serve both Ecuador and Peru in case of medical evacuation.

The preventive education programs are implemented with support from AICMA, the General Demining Command, the Red Cross, and local authorities.  A new goal has been set for preventive education programs in the province of Morona-Santiago, populated mainly by the Shuar people.  The strategy emphasizes training of trainers in their own language, using a method developed by UNICEF.  These facts attest to real progress in humanitarian demining, particularly in its educational component, which is so critical to preventing casualties, such as the four civilian deaths in May 2004 and the accidents suffered by sappers in handling mines they had found.  The toll-free telephone number 1-800-AICMAEC is available for information, or for reporting the possible existence of mines.

The AICMA Program seeks to meet the needs of affected communities by providing local civilian victims, who have no social security coverage, with transportation from their communities to the rehabilitation center, lodging, food, prostheses, and therapeutic and medical services; in two cases, this has also involved reemployment opportunities.  The training of a mine victim and member of the Ecuadorian Land Defense Force as an orthesis and prosthesis technician at the Don Bosco University in El Salvador continues, thanks to the sponsorship of AICMA and the Ministry of Defense.

Ecuador has fulfilled the commitments undertaken in the Managua Challenge and, as of January 2002, destroyed 158,844 stockpiled mines.  Also, as previously stated in various international forums, Ecuador conducted a recount of the 3,970 mines stockpiled as of July 31, 2004; on August 11, it proceeded to destroy 1,970 mines that were earmarked for research and training, pursuant to Article 3 of the Ottawa Convention.  It has also devised a special transparency mechanism for the remaining mines.

All of this has been made possible by the political will of the Government and Armed Forces of Ecuador to permanently staff the General Demining Command attached to Cenepa Brigade 23, and by support for these activities at joint Ecuador-Peru Military High Command meetings.

Ecuador takes this opportunity to reiterate its appreciation to the Organization of American States and the Government of Canada for sponsoring the regional conference on demining held in Quito on August 12 and 13, 2004.  The conference reviewed progress by countries in the region toward making the Hemisphere “an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone” and recognized that joint action by Ecuador and Peru has generated closer ties and increased subregional dialogue.

Despite the developments and progress noted, however, a difficult task remains, and will prove impossible without support from the OAS member states, the backing of the AICMA Program, and the generous collaboration of donor countries from the international community.  Ecuador and Peru have the political will to carry out the demining effort and will make the necessary overtures to the European Union and other major donors to secure funding for such tasks in Ecuador and Peru in 2005 and the years ahead.
Finally, as in prior years, my delegation and the delegation of Peru will submit a draft resolution on “Support for Action against Mines in Ecuador and Peru” to the General Assembly at its session in Florida, as a follow-up to OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2002, adopted in Quito.  Our delegations are still working on the draft at present.

Thank you very much.
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