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UPDATED INFORMATION ON DEMINING ACTIVITIES IN PERU

(Presented by the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría,

to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, on February 4, 2005)

I would like to begin, Madam Chair, by thanking you for having included this topic on the agendas of the meetings of the Committee on Hemispheric Security early this year to enable Peru to inform delegations about its progress and achievements in the joint humanitarian demining effort with Ecuador, our partner in this endeavor, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2002 (XXXIV-O/04), “Support for Action against Mines in Ecuador and Peru.”

The strong historical ties that bind the peoples of Ecuador and Peru constitute an urgent call for the two countries to work toward development in a framework of integration, cooperation, good neighborliness, and joint efforts.  Border integration is doubtless one of the priority topics on the bilateral agenda, as reflected in the Peru-Ecuador Comprehensive Agreement on Border Integration, Development, and Good Neighborliness–an agreement that reflects the aspirations of both countries to see their relations develop in a climate of peace, harmony, and mutual understanding. 

For those reasons, the topic of joint demining with Ecuador is especially important.  Our country assigns it the highest priority not only for humanitarian and ethical reasons but also because it is a pressing task which, if not carried out, would inevitably affect development opportunities in the border areas of Peru and Ecuador and even the viability of binational integration in these areas.

1. Humanitarian demining on the border with Ecuador

Peru’s demining activities on the border with Ecuador led to the conclusion, in December 2003, of work in 28 target areas in the Departments of Tumbes and Piura.  As part of this effort, joint humanitarian demining was carried out with Ecuador, which set in motion the application of a confidence-building measure unprecedented in the world.  The immediate challenge to humanitarian demining is posed by the jungle area known as the “Cordillera del Cóndor,” characterized by its rugged terrain, poor climate, and inaccessibility. In February 2005, Peru and Ecuador are beginning the humanitarian demining process in the Cordillera del Cóndor by conducting a reconnaissance of the land in one of the target areas in order to determine specific local conditions as well as procedures and necessary equipment.  Efforts to coordinate work between the two countries in this regard have already begun.
2. Peru’s commitment to humanitarian demining at home

Pursuant to the binding provisions of the Ottawa Convention, Peru destroyed stockpiles of antipersonnel mines, totaling 321,368 units, between May and September 2001.  It set aside, as authorized by the Convention, 4,024 mines for training purposes and for the development of mine detection, cleaning, and destruction techniques.
In December 2004, work was concluded on the humanitarian demining of the area surrounding the ETEVENSA thermal power plant, located in the urban zone of the port of Callao, including the sweeping of 13,000 square meters.  In addition, demining activities will get under way pursuant to the Plan for the Humanitarian Demining of High-Tension Towers, to be implemented by Peru’s National Police.  The objective of this plan is demining of the areas around 1,711 towers across the departments of Lima, Junín, Ica, and Huancavelica, to enable the local population, made up in particular of very low-income people engaged in agropastoral activities, to live in areas free of mines.  This project is expected to be completed at the end of this year.

3. Victim assistance and mine-risk education

The National Rehabilitation Institute of Peru provides physical rehabilitation services to victims, including prostheses, as well as psychological support.  It also provides support for job training and holds microenterprise workshops.  The Association of Victims and Survivors of Landmines (AVISCAM) has been working with the Government of Peru in developing various proposals and projects for the vocational reintegration of mine victims.


Moreover, the “Antipersonnel Mine Risk-Education Program – Central Highlands 2003” has trained 198 teachers and 102 community leaders, reaching a total of 2,441 people.  Planning for prevention activities is under way, in coordination with Ecuador, with a view to replicating this experience in the Cordillera del Cóndor.  This will be a joint undertaking by the two countries.
4. The importance of coordination

The international cooperation funds promoted by this resolution have been instrumental in financing demining in the border zone with Ecuador.  These funds are essential for the humanitarian demining process in the Cordillera del Cóndor, which will begin this month with impact and technical studies and with clearing of the Santiago River area.  Demining in this area is expected to be completed in the course of the year.  As for humanitarian demining projections for 2005, it is estimated that the humanitarian demining of the areas around the 1,711 high-tension towers will be completed so as to make them safe for the people living in the vicinity.

Support from the international community and, specifically, from the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) is essential for these tasks.  Peru is grateful, in particular to the cooperating countries, for that support, which has enabled significant advances to be made in the demining process and will lead to concrete results in 2005, for the benefit of the populations in the Peru-Ecuador border zone.


Thank you very much.
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