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The Committee on Hemispheric Security asked the OAS bodies responsible for the various aspects of the fight against transnational organized crime to submit their recommendations for a plan of action against this threat.  The Committee received recommendations from the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs of the OAS Department of Legal Affairs and Services [as Technical Secretariat of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), and the Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (IACC)], the Inter-American Commission of Women, and the Department of Multidimensional Security.  This document presents a summary of the recommendations received.

I.  RecomMENDATIONS TO MEMBER STATES

A.
General recommendations for combating transnational organized crime:

1. That the member states that have not yet done so sign and ratify, ratify, or accede to, as the case may be, and implement as early as possible: (a) the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime; the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air.  Member States are urged to complete their internal processes for determining whether to sign and ratify the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition; and (b) the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Material (CIFTA).
  It is also recommended that member states complete their internal processes for determining whether to sign and ratify the Protocol on trafficking in firearms.

2. To adopt and implement the Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and the Optional Protocol thereto.

3. To convene a group of experts to consider the advisability of drawing up a hemispheric plan of action against transnational organized crime that brings together the efforts of each area of the OAS.

4. To move forward in the harmonization of legal frameworks.

5. To promote increased contact among law-enforcement officials.

6. To hold seminars on the topic.

7. To strengthen measures with regard to professional accountability in connection with transnational organized crime.

8. To study the link between red tape, taxes, and crime, and to take the necessary corrective action.

9. To agree to share confiscated assets.

10. To educate the public on the need to confront this threat.

11. To strengthen the role of Interpol.

12. To set up multidisciplinary teams at the national level to combat transnational organized crime.

13. To promote community policing.

14. To review intelligence systems and make any necessary corrections.

15. To promote the participation of civil society in confronting this threat.

16. To promote closer cooperation between the public and private sectors.

17. To encourage the use of legislative techniques against transnational organized crime.

B.
Recommendations for combating transnational organized crime with regard to mutual legal assistance in criminal matters and extradition: 

18. To support the continued holding of meetings of the Central Authorities and Other Experts in Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, at least once during the interval between REMJA meetings.

19. To examine measures to strengthen extradition and legal and judicial cooperation, to be included in the hemispheric plan of action against transnational organized crime.

20. To allow the meeting of experts to request input from the various bodies of the inter-American system.

21. To implement the public component of the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters.

22. To appoint contact persons for the Network.

23. To take the necessary measures to establish the central authorities for mutual legal assistance in criminal matters and to ensure that they are operating and can perform their functions effectively, efficiently, and expeditiously.

24. To adopt the necessary measures for accelerating procedures and reducing or eliminating factors that may contribute to delays in the transmission and execution of requests, and for ensuring the most effective and efficient mutual legal assistance in criminal matters.

25. To adopt measures to ensure, in keeping with their legal systems and applicable treaties, the broadest possible spectrum of measures for mutual legal assistance in criminal matters.

26. To evaluate the secure e-mail pilot project on mutual legal assistance and to adopt measures to expand its coverage.

27. To examine the possibility of exchanging information in areas of mutual interest through the Virtual Prosecution Office of Latin America.

28. To coordinate developments in this field through the REMJA process with those in other bodies, such as MERCOSUR, CARICOM, the Andean Community, the Central American Integration System, the Commonwealth, the Ibero-American Associations of Ministries of Justice and Offices of Attorneys General, and United Nations agencies.

C.
Recommendations in the area of cybercrime:

29. To provide training in cybercrime to member states that request it.

30. To participate in the technical meetings of the Group of Government Experts on Cyber-Crime.

31. To review mechanisms to facilitate cooperation and increase the technical capacity to join the 24/7 network established by the G-8 to carry out investigations into these crimes.

32. To the extent possible to harmonize descriptions of cybercrime to prevent criminals from taking advantage of differences between jurisdictions.

33. To consider the advisability of acceding to the Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime.

34. To adapt institutions to enable them to combat cybercrime.

35. To establish units or bodies charged with directing and developing the investigation and prosecution of the different forms of cybercrime and to provide them with the necessary human, financial and technical resources to comply with their obligations in an efficient, effective, and expeditious manner.

36. To examine their legal systems to determine whether they are properly applied in combating cybercrime and in the collection and safekeeping of circumstantial and/or electronic evidence.

37. That the states that have yet not done so adopt the legislation specifically required for criminalizing the various forms of cybercrime and for establishing procedural measures to ensure the collection and safekeeping of circumstantial and/or electronic evidence, as well as the efficient, effective, and expeditious investigation and prosecution of cybercrime.

38. To hold technical meetings, within the OAS framework, on legislative drafting in this field, in which consideration is given to specific measures to be taken in the substantive, procedural, and mutual legal assistance areas, among others, to facilitate harmonization of national legislation, and to provide a legal framework that allows for and ensures efficient, effective, and expeditious hemispheric cooperation in the fight against the various forms of cybercrime.

39. To strengthen the exchange of information on this topic with other organizations and regions.

40. To continue to hold meetings of the Group of Government Experts at least once a year.

41. To strengthen work with Interpol, other regions, and other international organizations.

D.
Recommendations with regard to corruption:

42. To sign and ratify, ratify, or accede to, as the case may be, the 2003 United Nations Convention against Corruption and the 1996 Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

43. To strengthen the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC).

44. Prior to REMJA-VI, to take measures to deny safe haven to corrupt officials, those who corrupt them, and their assets.

45. To review legislation on mutual legal assistance and extradition with respect to corruption offenses and the ability to confiscate assets at the request of countries with different laws.

46. To adopt legislative measures permitting the return of confiscated assets to other countries.

47. To support the work of the Meeting of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

E.
Recommendations with regard to trafficking in persons, especially women and children:

48. To adopt the Protocol on the trafficking in persons to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

49. To determine whether to sign and ratify the Protocol against the Illicit Trafficking in Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors.

50. To keep the topic on the REMJA agenda. 

51. To meet international commitments.

52. To adopt and improve laws to combat trafficking in persons.

53. To adopt measures such as the appointment of a coordinator for the topic, the establishment of a task force, the appointment of a government official responsible for the topic in the ministry of foreign affairs and another in the attorney general’s office, the establishment of a police or immigration service unit to combat trafficking in persons, the establishment of a unit responsible for aiding victims, the development of tourism-industry policies geared toward preventing this crime, and the dissemination of information to the public in this regard.

F.
Recommendation with regard to penitentiary and prison policies:

54. That the officials responsible for the penitentiary and prison policies of the OAS member states continue to meet periodically, at least once during the interval between REMJA meetings, to continue to exchange information and experiences and to strengthen mutual cooperation among them.

55. That, in the framework of the next meeting, advances be made in the exchange of information and experiences and in the strengthening of mutual cooperation regarding practical solutions to the problems of states.

56. To establish on a provisional basis an Internet-based information system on penitentiary and prison policies.

II. RecomMendaTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE ON hEMISPHERIC SECURITY

57. To invite subregions to participate in the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

58. To promote debate on the use of special investigative techniques.  In the same connection, to foster communication between policy-making, judicial, and police officials responsible for combating transnational organized crime.

59. To promote subregional pilot projects to enhance coordination between judicial and police authorities in two or more countries.

60. To promote the use by authorities of organized crime threat assessment and priority‑setting models.

61. To promote a greater understanding of the role of technology in transnational organized crime.

III.  RecoMMENDATIONS TO THE General SECRETARIAT

62. That, based on information to be provided by the states, the OAS General Secretariat prepare and maintain an updated directory of points of contact for each of the countries that make up the Group of Government Experts on Cyber-Crime, as well as a directory of authorities responsible for the investigation and prosecution of cybercrime.

63. To use the OAS web page as a clearing house for information on developments and legislation in this field and as a means for government officials to compare restricted information on the topic.

64. That, based on information to be provided by the states, the OAS General Secretariat prepare a directory (name, address, telephone and fax numbers, e-mail address) of the officials responsible for penitentiary and prison policies and to make it available to said officials.

65. That the OAS General Secretariat, through the Department of Legal Affairs and Services, continue to provide technical support to the meetings of officials responsible for the penitentiary and prison policies of the OAS member states and to the Internet-based information system.

66. To improve coordination with other OAS bodies.

67. To strengthen the role of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism in order to understand transnational organized crime at the regional level.

68. To identify techniques to quantify the problem in the region.

69. To provide advice, together with the United Nations, in drafting all types of norms against transnational organized crime.

70. To continue to provide technical assistance in various aspects of the fight against transnational organized crime.
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