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Regional Strategic Security in 2000
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING Regional Strategic Security in 2000 (SER 2000)

This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on Regional Strategic Security in 2000 (SER 2000).  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background

SER 2000 is a not-for-profit nongovernmental organization resulting from an initiative of a group composed of political figures from different political parties, retired military officers, and academics to promote debate on problems in connection with civilian-military relations, security, and defense at the national, regional, and international levels.  It began operating in 1990 in Argentina and was formally established in 1993.

SER 2000 works to provide civil society with the knowledge and information needed to influence the planning, approval, execution and control processes for defense budgets and projects.  SER 2000 stays informed on the work of defense ministries in Latin America with the aim of promoting training and awareness-heightening activities for ministry officials on their legal responsibilities to the nation.  It monitors parliamentary activities in the area of defense and proposes democratic solutions to problems of citizen security and public order.  It also conducts academic activities to help build a Latin American perspective on international security.

The activities of SER 2000 are financed by member contributions.  SER 2000 has also received contributions from the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) and the Open Society Institute.

SER 2000 has its headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and is sponsor of the Latin American Security and Defense Network (RESDAL), which it uses to exchange information in the Americas and the rest of the world on matters of security and defense, democratic governance, and civilian-military relations.

It submitted its application on December 15, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Asociación Civil Ser en el 2000 

Address:


Corrientes 1785 – 5J(




Buenos Aires (1041)





Argentina

Telephone:   


(5411) 4371-3822

Fax:



(5411) 4371-5522

Website:


http://www.ser2000.org.ar/
Email:



ser2000@ser2000.org.ar
Officers:


President

Marcela Donadio





Vice President

Fernando Jorge García





Secretary

Luis Eduardo Tibiletti





Treasurer

Nora Andrea Chiappini





Spokesperson

Juan Carlos Melián Massera 

Legal Representative:

Marcela Donadio

Date established:

1993

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The objective of SER 2000 is to help sustain democratic governance at the national, regional, and international levels; provide information to civil society on matters related to democratic governance, security, defense, and civilian-military relations; and promote research and action in these areas.  SER 2000 can contribute to the OAS by:

· Supporting the OAS Permanent Council in monitoring the Work Plan of the Special Conference on Security held in 2003.

· Cooperating with the Permanent Council, in coordination with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), in the design of coordinated strategies consistent with the Declaration on Security in the Americas (AC/RES. 1998 (XXXIV-O/04).

· Collaborating with the CICTE in the development of an Inter-American database on issues connected with terrorism in order to improve the exchange of information amongst relevant national authorities.

· Supporting the CICTE in disseminating the OAS Inter-American Convention against Terrorism.

· Collaborating with the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) of the Permanent Council, in carrying out the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas, to develop conceptual approaches to international security in the hemisphere.

· Participating in special meetings held by the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) to consult with academics and experts on hemispheric security and defense issues.

· Supporting the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs and the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) in promoting inter-American dialogue on the hemispheric security and defense agenda.

· Lending technical assistance to the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) and the Program to Strengthen Legislative Institutions (PROFIL) in the areas of security, defense, and democratic governance.

· Collaborating with the Interparliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) and with the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) in developing the Hemispheric Parliamentary Information Network, "Virtual Parliament of the Americas".

· Supporting the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) in the development of education programs to disseminate knowledge in the area of democratic governance.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

SER 2000 considers that its participation in OAS activities can help to strengthen democratic institutions.  SER 2000 works to create spaces for debate, the supply and analysis of information, research, and advisory assistance in the development of public policies and the dissemination of information through RESDAL.  SER 2000 can contribute by:

· Conducting academic research on issues connected with security, defense, democratic governance, and civilian-military relations, as a basis for discussion, agreements, and commitments amongst the OAS member states.

· Disseminating information on OAS activities in areas related to security, defense, democratic governance, and civilian-military relations, through its web page and its communication networks in the Hemisphere.

· Conducting courses, seminars, and workshops on regional and international security, democratic governance, and methodologies for the design of defense budgets to build mutual confidence among states and help to improve civilian-military relations.

· Promoting research for the purposes of advisory assistance in planning, executing, and monitoring public defense and security policies.

· Maintaining and expanding its database on security, defense and civilian-military relations in the hemisphere.

· Publishing a web page, information booklets and reviews on the purchase and sale of weapons, the structure of the Armed Forces, and legislative projects for security and defense in the Americas.

· Issuing reports on the state of security and governance in the Americas.

· Participating in preparatory meetings and activities for the Summits of the Americas in connection with issues of democratic governance and hemispheric security.

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

SER 2000 offers to collaborate with the OAS on specific programs to strengthen democratic institutions, civilian-military relations, and democratic governance in the Hemisphere.  SER 2000 proposes to support the work of the OAS in the following areas:

· Supporting dissemination of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the American Convention on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism of the OAS.

· Cooperating in maintaining consultation and coordination mechanisms in the area of hemispheric security and defense policies.

· Formulating proposals to help member states draft appropriate legislation against terrorism in each country.

· Supporting courses on civilian-military relations, familiarizing military officers and officials with the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter of December 15, 2004, to the Secretary General

· Current statutes and charter

· 2003 annual report

· Institutional mission statement

· Financing sources in 2003

· December 31, 2003, Financial Statements (audited by Dr. Cristina Mirtha Ujaque, Public Accountant)

· Application for registration with the OAS
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