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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL DEFENCE LAWYERS ASSOCIATION (ICDLA)
This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on International Criminal Defence Lawyers Association.  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background

The International Criminal Defence Lawyers Association is a nonprofit organization founded in Montréal, Canada, in 1997.  This organization, whose headquarters are located in Montréal, Canada, has offices in the Netherlands and the United States of America.  It has Associate Members in Canada, the United States, and the Republic of Congo, and the members of its Executive Board come from Canada, the Netherlands, France, and the United States.  The Association has 150 individual members from 22 countries and the following Associate Members: Defense Lawyers Association of Montreal (AADM), Defense Lawyers Association of Québec (AQAAD), Association of Dutch Criminal Defense Lawyers, Association of German Criminal Defense Lawyers, Association of Defense Lawyers before the International Criminal Court of Rwanda (TCIR), the Mexican Bar, the Bar of Draguignan, the Bar of Montreal, the Bar of Paris, the Bar of Québec, the Bar of Lima, and the Canadian Council of Defense Attorneys.

The ICDLA is a professional association of defense lawyers practicing before international courts working to codify international criminal law by supporting international institutions such as the International Criminal Court (ICC).  The ICDLA promotes the exchange of academic ideas, information, and opinions on international criminal law, the strengthening of the rule of law, the defense of human rights, the improvement of justice administration, the protection of defense lawyers’ interests, the training of defense lawyers, the promotion of uniform professional standards, and promotion of civil society participation in the development of international criminal law.

The ICDLA cooperates with universities in Latin America to train professionals in the defense of human rights and promotes knowledge of international criminal law through academic exchanges.  The ICDLA publishes a bulletin to promote financing for defense lawyers before international criminal courts and presents the results of its investigations to international conferences.

The ICDLA is affiliated with the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL) of the United States and the NGO Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC).  The ICDLA has had consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) since 2003.
The ICDLA reported receiving contributions from Montreal International, of the Bar of Montreal, the Bar of Québec, and the International Criminal Trial Lawyers Association (CAPI).  In addition, the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of International Relations of Canada supported the activities of the law AIADP connected with promoting the International Criminal Court and CAPI.

It submitted its application on September 28, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:

International Criminal Defence Lawyers Association (ICDLA)
Address:

137 St-Pierre, Suite P-206



Montréal, Québec



Canada H2Y 3T5

Telephone:

1 514-285-1055

Fax:

1 514 289 8590

Email:

admin@aiad-icdaa.org 

Website:

http://www.hri.ca/partners/aiad-icdaa 

President:

Elise Groulx

Date established: 
1997

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The objective of the International Criminal Defence Lawyers Association is to work toward the development of international criminal justice in the international courts, such as the International Criminal Court (ICC).  To support the efforts of the international courts, the ICDLA offers training courses, disseminates information through its web page, presents research studies, and administers the International Criminal Bar.  The ICDLA works on issues related to human rights, the rights of women and children, legal procedures in the Americas, the promotion of legal uniformity relative to international law in the Americas, and strengthening of the rule of law in the Hemisphere.

The ICDLA's work could intersect with the activities of the OAS in the following areas:

· Supporting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council in promoting and protecting human rights, the administration of justice, and international law through the preparation of reports and research.

· Following up on resolutions of the OAS General Assembly in the area of International Humanitarian Law.

· Providing information to the OAS Department of Legal Services on the exchange of information and technical cooperation between countries in the region.

· Establishing and maintaining relations with lawyer organizations and networks, national or local, in the Americas and promoting communication among lawyers specialized in criminal law to exchange ideas, information, and academic opinions through seminars on international criminal justice.

· Promoting independence in the exercise of the legal defense profession and promoting the interests of the profession through awareness-heightening campaigns.

· Following up on the Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty.

· Promoting the rule of law and the effective administration of justice by helping to foster independent juridical systems in all countries.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The ICDLA considers that its activities can help to strengthen international criminal justice systems and forums for dialogue among professionals, academics, and civil society organizations interested in promoting the defense of human rights.  This organization organizes conferences, workshops, training sessions, and courses on international criminal law.  It also publishes documents on the legal defense function within the framework of the international criminal justice system.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The ICDLA works to support the development of the rule of law and to foster the exchange of ideas, experiences, and opinions on human rights.  This organization offers to collaborate with the OAS on specific programs to strengthen mechanisms for the defense of human rights and the institutions of international criminal justice.

The organization undertakes to support the work of the OAS in the following areas:

· Disseminating and promoting follow up on OAS resolutions, decisions, and conventions for the protection of human rights.

· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to promote universal jurisdiction and ratification of the Statutes of the International Criminal Court.

· Disseminating, and promoting follow-up on, the American Convention on Human Rights and following up on reforms to the system and activities in support of the work of human rights defenders.

· Collaborating with the Department of Legal Services of the OAS General Secretariat in workshops and training courses on developments in the field of jurisprudence and the study of comparative law.

· Supporting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in the areas of human rights, the administration of justice, and international law, through reports and research.

· Supporting countries in the Hemisphere in their efforts to comply with and implement the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter of January 15, 2004 to the Secretary General

· Statute and charter

· 2003 annual report 

· Institutional mission statement

· List of financing sources

· 2003 financial statements (audited by Geoffrey Lacasse, Chartered Accountants)
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