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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING
FUNDACIÓN MUJERES EN IGUALDAD
This document was prepared by the Office for the Summit Process to provide information on Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad.  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background

Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad is a nonprofit organization founded in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1990.  The objective of Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad is to promote the participation of women in democratic processes through training courses, workshops, seminars, and the dissemination of information.  This organization seeks to increase access for women to political systems in the countries of the hemisphere and to conduct activities pertaining to gender equality and human rights for women.
The institutional mission of Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad is to "promote equal opportunities and results for men and women on a permanent basis of democratic parity".  This organization seeks to heighten awareness about gender equality using tools and methodologies for mobilization and to strengthen and build networks supporting representation for women in the institutions and organizations of Argentina and the hemisphere.  This organization has alliances with various sectors of society for the dissemination of public information on the civil and political rights of women.

Projects initiated by Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad include the creation of a database "Women in Decision-Making Positions", seminars and workshops to support political education for women, such as "Forum of Women against Corruption" (2002), publication of the "Political Campaign Strategy Manual for Women", and the "Breakfast Program", which meets monthly to discuss current political issues.

The projects of Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad are financed by grants from national and international sources.  This organization has carried out projects with contributions from the Global Fund for Women, Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Instituto Movilizador de Fondos Cooperativas, and the British Council.
It submitted its application on April 16, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad 

Address:


Urquiza 1835(1602)





Florida, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Telephone:   


(5411)4791.0821

Fax:



(5411)4797.8745

Website:


www.mei.com.ar 

Email:



malt@satlink.com 

President:


Mónica Lydia Thiteux-Altschul

Date established:

1990

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The objective of Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad is to promote and develop strategies to strengthen the participation of women through political training and education programs and the creation of alliances with other civil society organizations on the gender issue.  The work of Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad intersects with OAS activities in the following areas:

· Follow-up on resolutions, decisions, and conventions referring to the protection of human rights and gender equality in the OAS.

· Dissemination of information to promote access for women to effective resources and heighten awareness within civil society about regional mechanisms for the protection of human rights, including the system of individual petitions.

· Support for research, dissemination, and the commissioning of studies and publications on issues related to the rights of women.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad considers that its participation in OAS activities could help to promote equitable participation by women in politics and government systems and help to strengthen systems to protect the human rights of women by means of:
· The database "Women in Decision-Making Positions", a tool for gender empowerment that helps to build networks for the development of gender awareness based programs.  This project is a resource for disseminating information on gender-aware candidates who encourage the participation of other women in social and political life.  This database is in the process of incorporating data on women from the countries of MERCOSUR with contributions from the Karakachoff Foundation, Asociación de Especialistas Universitarias en Estudios de la Mujer (ADEUEM), Mujeres Trabajando, and the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

· The Breakfast Program, bringing together actors from a variety of fields to discuss political issues, legislation, and related matters, offering the opportunity to meet with national and provincial legislators and deputies.

· Seminars to advance political education for women and workshops for women on political leadership, designed to help develop the skills needed to gain and exercise responsibility.

· Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad offers advisory assistance on "Issues of Political, Civic, and Social Empowerment" to deputies and candidates to help them formulate campaign strategies, legislative proposals, and working groups to empower women.
· Publication of the review "Women in Politics" providing information on professional development, as well as the "Political Campaign Strategy Manual for Women", “Fund-Raising Manual for Women" (financed by the Global Fund for Women), "Women and Local Power: Strategies for Municipalities", "Let's Negotiate: a Handbook for Women", and "Giving Birth to a New Democracy", all related with the issues of women in politics.

· Participation in radio and television programs to address issues affecting women and participatory democracy.

· Management of a network of officials, legislators, jurists, journalists, and NGO leaders working to fight against trafficking in women, boys, girls, and adolescents.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

Fundación Mujeres en Igualdad offers to collaborate with the OAS on programs to strengthen the participation of women in politics and the defense of the human rights of women.  The organization will support the work of the OAS in:
· Helping to strengthen the inter-American system of human rights; following up on resolutions, decisions, and conventions referring to the protection of human rights in the OAS; and reporting human rights violations.

· Supporting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in promoting respect for human rights, the civil rights of women, and the administration of justice through reports and research.

· Promoting progress in other institutions in the protection of human rights by following up on the American Convention on Human Rights and supporting the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

· Promoting the adoption of resolutions on the rights of women and supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in following up on the Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Political Rights to Women.

· Disseminating, promoting, and following up on the Convention on the Nationality of Women, the Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Civil Rights to Women, and the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women.  


· Helping countries carry out the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and following up to ensure compliance.

· Promoting and following up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

· Supporting the Work of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IACI), providing it with information on the situation of children in the Americas.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter of May 12, 2004 to the Secretary General

· Statutes and charter

· Institutional mission statement

· 2003 financial statements (audited by Dr. Fabian G. Novotny, National Public Accountants)

· 2003 Annual Report

· List of financing sources
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