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Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency, in your capacity as Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, to inform you that the National Transparency Council against Corruption, recently created by the President of the Republic of Panama, His Excellency Martín Torrijos Espino, held its first meeting on February 15, 2005, to define its scope of action, goals, and strategies.

At this first meeting, the Secretary General of the Council, Cristóbal Arboleda, was joined by the Minister of the Presidency, Ubaldino Real; the Attorney General, Ana Matilde Gómez; the Attorney of Administration, Oscar Ceville; the Comptroller General, Danny Kuzniecky; the Defender of the People, Juan Antonio Tejada; and the civil society representatives, Angélica Maytin of the Transparency International, Carlos Sucre of the National Private Enterprise Council (CONEP), Xiomara Ambulo of the National Confederation of Organized Workers, Walter Smith of the Ecumenical Committee, and journalist Mario Velásquez, representing the communications media.

The functions of the National Transparency Council against Corruption include advising the Executive in the establishment of government anticorruption policies that will guarantee transparent public administration; proposing and promoting educational campaigns to promote civic spirit, the values and principles of citizen coexistence, and respect for the public interest; and preventing the damaging effects of corruption and recognition of the necessity of public support in fighting it.

I would be grateful if you would arrange for the circulation of this note to the member state delegations.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Aristides Royo

Ambassador, Permanent Representative
His Excellency
Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría
Permanent Representative of Peru
Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
  of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
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