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DRAFT RESOLUTION
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of American  States establishes that “[t]he Member States will give primary importance within their development plans to the encouragement of education, science, technology, and culture, oriented toward the overall improvement of the individual, and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress”;

BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirmed that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society; considered that education is an effective way to promote citizens’ awareness concerning their own countries and thereby achieve meaningful participation in the decision-making process; and restated the importance of human resource development for a sound democratic system;
Recalling that the Heads of State and Government, at the Special Summit of the Americas, adopted the Declaration of Nuevo León, in which, inter alia, they reaffirmed the hemispheric commitment to democracy, to strengthening the rule of law, and to the defense of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

RECALLING ALSO operative paragraph 4 of resolution XXVII, adopted by the Tenth Inter-American Conference, held in Caracas in 1954, in which the Conference requested “the American governments to take appropriate steps to foster the teaching in their schools and universities of the subject of fundamental human rights and duties and their significance, in accordance with the American and universal declarations”; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,” in which the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights through concrete actions;

CONSIDERING that the OAS and its member states should promote the inter-American human rights system, inter alia, by disseminating information on the work of the organs of the inter-American human rights system and cooperating in the preparation of teaching and research programs in the area of human rights;


BEARING IN MIND that it is the responsibility of member states to adopt appropriate legislative, judicial, administrative, and other types of measures to promote an awareness and understanding by all persons under their jurisdiction of their civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights by publishing and making widely available national laws and regulations and basic international instruments on human rights, as well as to foster and facilitate the teaching of human rights and freedoms at all educational levels and in all educational settings; and

CONSIDERING that every constitution in the Hemisphere guarantees protection of human rights,

RESOLVES:

1.
To acknowledge the progress being made by member states and the actions and policies they are implementing to disseminate in schools and universities and, where applicable, in police and military training facilities, the articles devoted to human rights in each country’s constitutional texts, as well as the American Convention and other hemispheric instruments on the protection of human rights. 

2.
To take into account the Second Inter-American Report on Human Rights Education, prepared by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and to suggest to states that its recommendations be implemented as soon as possible.

3.
To suggest to member states that they consider, if they have not already done so and in keeping with the educational or dissemination programs they are carrying out, the advisability of taking inter alia, for example, the following measures: 

a. Seeking methods designed to make students aware of the human rights rules and regulations in force in each state, and encouraging their across-the-board incorporation into the curricula of educational institutions;

b. Seeking teaching methods that will enable students to become familiar with human rights, to respect and promote them, and to relate them to their day-to-day lives, so as to foster behaviors necessary to ensure, inter alia, peaceful coexistence, democratic participation, diversity, and pluralism;

c. Preparing teaching materials for human rights education;

d. Providing ongoing training in human rights education to teachers at all levels;

e. Organizing discussion groups on implementation of the system for promoting and protecting human rights;

f. Holding periodic contests on awareness and application of norms for the protection of human rights;

g. Encouraging student and teacher participation in discussion and research on progress and developments in the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in their respective countries; and

h. Encouraging the teaching and dissemination of human rights in the media.

4.
To underscore the importance of the Inter-American Program on Education in Values and Democratic Practices, which will help foster greater horizontal cooperation, provide data, and promote the development and consolidation of teaching methods in education for the preservation and strengthening of democracy, human rights, and peace.

5.
To propose to the ministers of education, scheduled to meet in Trinidad and Tobago in August 2005, that they include on the agenda for their “Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education” consideration of concrete actions and programs for disseminating information on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights in the educational institutions of member states, in coordination, inter alia, with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights.
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