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Proposed new paragraph for Conceptual Framework (suggest as second paragraph)


The goals of promoting and protecting the human rights of migrants are compatible with each OAS Member State's sovereign rights to control its borders and enforce its laws.  The Program therefore acknowledges the right of Member States to determine the status of migrants and the effect of that status within the domestic political, legal, economic, educational, and social systems of receiving countries.  For example, with respect to certain legal rights and access to certain government benefits, most countries distinguish between persons (migrants) who cross borders to work or to reside in another country through a legal process provided for, and managed by, the receiving country, and those who do not follow that legal process.  Furthermore, most countries also distinguish between (migrants and) citizens and various categories of non--citizens, including migrants, in relation to certain legal rights and access to certain government benefits.  The Program also recognizes that orderly and legal migration is most likely to protect the human rights of migrants.  For example, migrants who do not follow the legal process are more susceptible to exploitation by smugglers, traffickers, and others while en route to, and within, the receiving country.  
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