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· Adoption of the order of business
Prior to adopting the order of business, the Permanent Council decided to defer consideration of item 6 on the note from the Permanent Mission of Peru requesting that the topic “Congratulations to the Peruvian state for its restoration of the rights of the armed forces officers who acted in defense of democracy and the constitutional rule of law” (CP/INF.5145/05) be included on the order of business.  Instead, it was decided that the Chair of the Council would issue a statement on the topic.

· Convocation of the thirtieth special session of the General Assembly

The Council first considered the note dated March 10, 2005, by which the Permanent Missions of Chile, El Salvador, and Mexico had transmitted a draft resolution entitled “Convocation of a Special Session of the General Assembly to Elect the Secretary General of the Organization of American States” (CP/doc.3988/05).  The delegation of Chile then said that its government was not in favor of the March 30 date proposed in the draft resolution, and requested that it be changed. Following statements by the delegations of Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Saint Lucia, Suriname, and Uruguay, the Council set up an informal working group consisting of the representatives of the three countries that had put forward candidates and a representative of each of the subregional groups to seek a consensus on an appropriate date.  After a break, the Council took up the matter again and adopted, by acclamation, resolution CP/RES. 876 (1468/05), convoking a special session of the General Assembly to elect the Secretary General of the Organization, on April 7, at the Organization’s headquarters.

· Report on the peace process in Colombia

Pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04), Dr. Sergio Caramagna, the Head of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, gave a detailed presentation of the report (CP/doc.3989/05).

The delegations of Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Peru, and the United States then commented on the matter, as did the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi.  The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by delegations. 
· Oral report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Honduras

The Head of the Electoral Observation Mission, Mr. Moisés Benamor, made an oral presentation on the primary elections in Honduras, held on February 20, 2005. The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the delegation of Honduras.

· Election of a member of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund

Since the delegation of Saint Lucia’s term of office was coming to an end, the Council elected, by acclamation, Ambassador Deborah Mae-Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to membership on the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund for a four-year term, as established in Article 4 of the Fund’s Statutes.  The Council acknowledged the work done by Ambassador Sonia M. Johny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia, during her term of office and thanked her for it.

· Report on the liquidity situation of the Regular Fund of the Organization 

The Director of the Department of Administration and Finance, Mr. Frank Almaguer, made an oral presentation on the liquidity situation of the Organization’s Regular Fund.  In that regard, the Council acknowledged that the timely payment of quotas was important for the functioning of the Organization and that each state had a commitment to pay its quotas on time.  The Council took note of the information presented and of the comments made by the delegations of Barbados, Bolivia, Canada, and Costa Rica.

· Referral of reports to the Committee


The Permanent Council decided to refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the following quarterly reports for the period from October 1 to December 31, 2004, presented pursuant to Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02):
· Columbus Memorial Library (CP/doc.3982/05)

· Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts:  Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (CP/doc.3982/05 add. 1)

· Capital Building Fund for remodeling of the Simón Bolívar Room (CP/doc.3982/05 add. 2)

· Capital Building Fund for the restoration and/or improvement of the historic buildings of the OAS (CP/doc.3982/05 add. 3)

· Capital Building Fund for the building of a delegates’ room and a multipurpose room (CP/doc.3982/05 add. 4)

· Fund for Peace (CP/doc.3982/05 add. 5)

· Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CP/doc.3982/05 add. 6)

Likewise, the Council decided to refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) the Status Report on Budget Execution and Transfers between Chapters of the Regular Fund Program-Budget for 2004 and Specific Funds from January 1 to December 31, 2004 (CP/doc.3983/05).

· Other business

Announcements by the Chair

The Chair of the Council reported that, by a note dated March 1, 2005, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights had granted a 30-day extension for the presentation of written observations or other pertinent documents regarding the request for Advisory Opinion OC-19.  Likewise, in keeping with Article 58.6 of its Rules of Procedure, the Court pointed out that during its LXV regular session, held from November 15 to 25, 2004, it had issued judgments on cases Series C, Nos. 115, 116, 117, 118, and 119.  Certified copies of those judgments would be forwarded to the Columbus Memorial Library.
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Annual reports

The Chair reported that annual reports had been received from the following: the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Inter-American Indian Institute (III), and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).  Those reports were under consideration by the General Committee.

He also reported that the annual report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) had been received and was being considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

Announcement by the delegation of Argentina

The delegation of Argentina announced that, as part of the White Helmets Initiative, being carried out under the auspices of the OAS, the IDB, and the White Helmets Committee of the Argentine Republic, a third call had been issued for the presentation of cooperation projects for joint financing by the IDB and the Argentine White Helmets Committee.  The deadline for the presentation of projects would be April 8.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1468/05.
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