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DRAFT RESOLUTION

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE

(Presented by the Chair of the Committee and agreed to by the CAJP on April 5, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (AG/doc. . . . /05);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2042 (XXXIV-O/04), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee”; and

CONSIDERING:

That Article 53 of the OAS Charter establishes the Inter-American Juridical Committee as one of the organs of the Organization; 

That Article 54.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that it is a function of the General Assembly to consider the observations and recommendations presented by the Permanent Council on the reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in accordance with Article 91.f of the Charter; and

That the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, Dr. Mauricio Herdocia, presented the Committee’s annual report to the Permanent Council, which has forwarded its observations and recommendations thereon to the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:
1. To endorse the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council of the Organization on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and to forward them to the Juridical Committee.

2. To take note of the progress made by the Inter-American Juridical Committee in its study of the topic “Legal aspects of compliance within the States with decisions of international courts or tribunals or other international organs with jurisdictional functions”; and to request that its next annual report, for 2005, include a final study on the topic.

3. To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee, should it decide to conduct new studies on its agenda item “Legal aspects of inter-American security,” to take into account and use as a basis, without excluding other international instruments, the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security, held in Mexico City, in October 2003, in particular with regard to the multidimensional approach to security, and, in that event, to keep the Permanent Council informed of its decision.

4. To note with satisfaction the inclusion on its agenda of the topic “Joint efforts of the Americas in the struggle against corruption and impunity”; and to request it to include a report thereon, based on the guidelines set forth in resolution AG/RES. 2022 (XXXIV-O/04), in its next annual report.  2022 (XXXIV-O/04).
5. To note with satisfaction the inclusion on its agenda of the topic “Legal aspects of the interdependence between democracy and economic and social development”; and to request it to include a section thereon, based on the OAS Charter and the guidelines set forth in resolution AG/RES.  2042 (XXXIV-O/04), in its next annual report. 

6. To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to continue its review of the situation of private international law in the Americas and to collaborate in preparations for the next Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII).

7. To take note of the importance of the topic “Right to Information: Access to and protection of information and personal data”; and to request it to include an updated report on the protection of personal data, based on comparative law, in its next annual report.

8. To encourage initiatives that the Inter-American Juridical Committee may adopt to conduct studies with other organs of the inter-American system, in particular with the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), on various matters geared toward strengthening the administration of justice and judicial ethics.

9. To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to continue preparing for the commemoration of its centennial, to be held in 2006; and to request the Permanent Council to hold a meeting in the first half of 2006 as part of the commemorative events.

10. To underscore once again the importance of holding the Course on International Law, organized each year in Rio de Janeiro by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the OAS Office of Inter-American Law and Programs; to highlight the importance of increasing the amount of OAS fellowship awards; and to urge member states to consider the possibility of paying directly for the participation of students and professors from their own countries.

11. To recognize the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs for their work in publishing the lectures delivered at the Course on International Law, and for the publication of the thematic series grouping them together; and to recommend that the possibility of issuing those publications in the Organization’s official languages be examined.

12. To reaffirm the importance of the close contact between the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the political organs of the Organization, in particular the Permanent Council, taking into account the possibility, in special cases, of inviting the rapporteurs to participate in meetings held at the Organization’s headquarters on topics within their respective areas; and to recommend to the Committee that it continue to focus on matters that the competent organs point out to it and are of priority interest to the Organization.

13. To emphasize the need to provide the Inter-American Juridical Committee with the administrative and budgetary support it needs in order to address properly the topics on the current inter-American legal agenda and to issue the corresponding recommendations, in keeping with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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