- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.K/XVI


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
GT/DADIN/SA.15/05



7 April 2005

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish


Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration


on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Summary of the meeting of March 15, 2005

1. Reports of the Chair of the Working Group on the Fifth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus (GT/DADIN/doc.220/05) and on the Fourth Special Meeting of the Working Group (GT/DADIN/doc.222/05)


Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Chair of the Working Group, presented the two reports in question.


The delegations expressed appreciation for the prompt distribution of those documents and for the Chair’s dedication and hard work in heading up the Working Group, especially its efforts to conclude the draft declaration.


The Chair, in turn, expressed thanks for the support he received from the Vice Chair of the Working Group, Counselor Ana Peña Doig; from the delegations, whose participation in the Group’s activities was steadfast and tireless; and from the General Secretariat staff that collaborated in the Group’s work.


The delegations did not make any comments or recommendations on the aforementioned reports.

2. Report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on the status of the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


Mr. Jorge Sanín, Principal Specialist of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, presented a report titled “List of the Expenses Incurred by Holding the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus, the Fifth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus and the Fourth Special Session 
of the Working Group (Washington, D.C. – February 3-11, 2005),” contained in document GT/DADIN/doc.223/05.


The delegations did not make any comments or recommendations on the aforementioned report.

3. Consideration of the draft resolution “American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.219/05)

The Working Group agreed on the text of that draft resolution, the amendments to which were reflected in document GT/DADIN/doc.219/05 rev. 1.

The Chair announced that the draft resolution agreed upon would be submitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs after completion of the annual report on the 2004-2005 activities, which would be appended to the draft resolution.

4. Other business

· The Permanent Mission of Guatemala announced its Government’s offer to host the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus.

All delegations present expressed support for that offer and agreed that, if possible, the meeting would be held, in principle, from October 3 to 7, 2005.

· The Chair of the Working Group informed delegations of the formal request received from the Indigenous Caucus during the Fourth Special Meeting of the Working Group, held on February 10 and 11, 2005, for the Working Group’s support and necessary resources from the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to hold an Indigenous Caucus in Washington, D.C., from May 2 to 6, 2005.

He explained that the request had been made to facilitate consultations within the Caucus to enable it to reach its own consensus agreements more rapidly, which would in turn augur better results from the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations.

The Working Group expressed its support for that initiative.
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