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· Report of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA)

After a brief introduction by Mr. John Biehl, Director of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs, Dr. Sergio Caramagna, Head of the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA), gave an oral presentation of this report, in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04).  The delegations of Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, Venezuela, and the United States spoke on the topic. In his statement, the Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador Marcelo Hervas, referred to the effective support provided to many Colombians by his Government, which had not been mentioned in the report.  The delegation of Colombia expressed appreciation for the report’s presentation and for the support shown by the Council, not only for the peace process its Government was conducting but also for the valuable efforts of the OAS Mission in Colombia. The delegation also expressed appreciation for the efforts of the General Secretariat to secure financial support that would enable the Mission to operate properly.  In that connection, the delegation expressed gratitude for the generous contributions of The Bahamas, the Netherlands, Sweden, and the United States. 

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented, and of the comments made by the various delegations, and requested that the written report be submitted as soon as possible, for distribution to all the missions.  It also requested that the next report, to be presented in March 2005, be submitted in writing, in the official languages, two weeks ahead of the date of its consideration. 

· Adoption of minutes

The Council adopted the minutes of the meetings held on April 19, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1410/04) and April 27, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1413/04).

· Welcome

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Duly Brutus, who was named Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS.

The Council also welcomed Ambassador Juan Romero de Terreros, Permanent Observer of Spain to the OAS.
· Farewell

The Council bade farewell to Ambassador Enrique Chase Plate, Permanent Representative of Paraguay.

· Other business

1. Condolences

The Council offered its condolences to the Government and people of the Netherlands on the passing of the father of Queen Beatrix, Prince Bernhard Leopold Frederik von Lippe-Biesterfeld.

2. Suspension of news service

The Permanent Representative of Uruguay, Ambassador Juan Enrique Fisher, expressed concern over the suspension of the news service.  The Council requested that the General Secretariat reconsider the measure.   The Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, explained that the suspension of the news service was not final, and that he would give a more detailed explanation at an upcoming meeting.

3. Elections in Bolivia

Ambassador Maria Tamayo Arnal, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, reported to the Permanent Council on the municipal elections held in her country on December 5, 2004.  She also thanked the Organization for its support and issued special recognition to the United States and Brazil for facilitating the electoral observation mission with financial support.

4. Announcement by the delegation of the United States

The United States delegation spoke about the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in Fort Lauderdale, and the need to convene a meeting of the Preparatory Committee as soon as possible to install the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, so that it might begin its work in early 2005.  The delegation also commented on the most recent elections held in that country, in November 2004. Finally, the U.S. delegation referred to the inauguration of the Bill Clinton Presidential Center in Little Rock, which was attended by four former United States presidents.

5. Announcement by the delegation of Mexico

The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Jorge Chen, announced that his Government was presenting the candidacy of the present foreign minister of Mexico, Mr. Luís Ernesto Derbez Bautista, for the position of Secretary General of the Organization.  

6. Announcement by the Chair

The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Aristides Royo, reported that a note received from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) had confirmed that all OAS member states would be invited to participate in the Bank’s Regional Education Policy Dialogue on February 17 and 18, 2005.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1457/04.
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