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· Presentation on Haiti (CP/INF.5113/04)


Ambassador Roger Noriega, Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs at the Department of State of the United States, gave a presentation on the visit by Secretary of State Colin L. Powell to Haiti on December 1, 2004. The delegations of Brazil, Canada, Grenada, Haiti, Mexico, and Peru also spoke. Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Acting Secretary General, thanked the Ambassador for his presentation and reported that a report was being drawn up on the activities of the OAS Special Mission in Haiti.

· Forty-fifth report of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund (January 1, 2002 – December 31, 2003)

The Chair of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, Ambassador Sonia Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia, presented this report, document CP/doc.3966/04, in keeping with Article 6 of the Statutes of the Committee.  The Council decided to take note of the report.

The Council also expressed its appreciation to Dr. Manuel Metz, Secretary of the Committee, who was retiring from the General Secretariat at the end of December 2004. 

· Promotion of transparency in the selection process for the positions of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

The Council began its consideration of the draft resolution “Promotion of Transparency in the Selection of the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General,” document CP/doc.3968/04 rev. 2, presented by the delegations of Argentina, Canada, Chile, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua. During the consideration of the topic, the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Costa Rica, Haiti, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru expressed their wish to cosponsor the draft resolution. The Permanent Council formed a Working Group chaired by the Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Paul Durand, and comprised of all the delegations, to expedite the consideration of this draft resolution.  After a break, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 874 (1459/04), “Promotion of Transparency in the Selection of the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General,” with the amendments proposed by various delegations.

· Update of costs of conferences and meetings funded by the OAS

The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Joshua Sears, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, presented the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAAP-2719/04 rev. 1, approved by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs at its meeting of the previous day. The resolution was adopted by the Permanent Council without amendments [CP/RES. 872 (1459/04)].
· Amendments to the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The Alternate Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Juan León, Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, presented the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAJP-2222/04 rev. 1, the text of which was agreed upon at the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs held on November 4, 2004.  The draft was adopted by the Permanent Council without amendments [CP/RES. 873 (1459/04)].
· Referral of reports

The Permanent Council decided to refer the following reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for study:

· Quarterly report on the use of funds assigned in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between July 1 and September 30, 2004 

-
Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE) (CP/doc.3955/04 add. 9)


-
Office of Science and Technology (CP/doc. 3955/04 add. 10)

· Report on the liquidity situation of the General Secretariat, submitted pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 868 (1432/04) (CP/doc.3969/04)

· Welcome

The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, Ambassador Deborah Mae Lovell, and the new Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres.
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Other business

1. Restoration of the news service

The Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, reported that the news service had been restored, in a new format that did not involve any additional expense for the Organization.
2.
Announcement by the delegation of Peru

The Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Alberto Borea Odria, announced the signing of an agreement between the General Secretariat of the Organization and San Martín de Porres University of Peru to fund the Lecture Series of the Americas.  He also reported that the Government of Mexico would provide support for improved dissemination of information on the Lecture Series.   In conclusion, he announced that the Series would begin on January 25, at 3:00 p.m., with a lecture by former United States President Jimmy Carter.

3.
Announcement by the delegation of Chile


The Alternate Representative of Chile, Mr. Patricio Powell, announced that his Government had presented the candidacy of Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Minister of the Interior of Chile, for the position of Secretary General of the Organization.

4. Situation in Nicaragua


Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, expressed appreciation for the distribution of the final report on the visit by the high-level mission to Nicaragua.  The Ambassador commented on the current situation in her country.  The Council took note of her statement and reiterated that it would closely follow developments in Nicaragua.

5. Announcement by the delegation of El Salvador


Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, announced that, in early January 2005, the members of the Central American Integration System (SICA) would present the candidacy of Mr. Francisco Flores, former President of El Salvador, for the position of Secretary General of the Organization.

6. Announcement by the delegation of the United States


Ambassador John Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States, reported to the Council that his Government had proclaimed December 10, 2004, as Human Rights Day; December 15, 2004, as Bill of Rights Day; and the week beginning December 10, 2004, as Human Rights Week. 

7. Words of appreciation by the Chair of the Council


Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, this being his last regular meeting as Council Chair, expressed his appreciation to the delegations and the General Secretariat for their cooperation.
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�.	Observations and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1459/04.
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