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· Presentation of the Restructuring Plan [AG/RES. 2017 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04)]

Pursuant to the provisions of resolutions AG/RES. 2017 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, presented the Restructuring Plan and the revised version of the approved program-budget for 2005 (CP/INF.5126/05 and CP/doc.3970/04, respectively).

The Acting Secretary General then introduced the members of his cabinet to the Council: the directors of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs, the Department of Multidimensional Security; the Department of Communications and External Relations; and the Department of Administration and Finance; the Executive Secretary of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI); and the Executive Secretary of the Executive Secretariat for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR); as well as the two ex officio members of the cabinet:  the Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Inspector General

· Draft resolution “Invitation to Candidates for the Posts of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States”

On behalf of the ALADI Group, Canada, El Salvador, and Panama, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, introduced the draft resolution entitled “Invitation to Candidates for the Posts of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States” (CP/doc.3974/05). The Coordinator of the CARICOM Group, the Permanent Representative of Suriname, Ambassador Henry Illes, said that the CARICOM Group could not support the draft resolution as presented. The Council then decided to keep the draft resolution pending within that body to enable delegations to hold consultations.

· Report on the Second Regional Seminar to Promote and Publicize the Volunteer Corps for Humanitarian Assistance in Central America and the Caribbean

Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, presented an oral report on the Second Regional Seminar to Promote and Publicize the Volunteer Corps for Humanitarian Assistance in Central America and the Caribbean, held in Panama City from December 15 to 17, 2004.  The delegation of Panama took the floor to comment on the matter, after which the Council took note of the report and of the Panamanian delegation’s comment.

· Adoption of minutes


The Council adopted minutes CP/ACTA 1402/04, CP/ACTA 1404/04, CP/ACTA 1409/04, and CP/ACTA 1412/04, of the meetings of March 17 and 31, 2004, and April 19 and 27, 2004, respectively. 

· Other business

Farewell

On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair bid farewell to Minister Carlos Middeldorf, Interim Representative of Brazil, who had been transferred to the Brazilian Embassy in Paraguay.

Condolences

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Dominica and to the family of Justice Philip Telford Georges, who had passed away in Barbados on January 13, 2005.

Likewise, the Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of the United States for the loss of human life caused by the previous week’s torrential rains in California, as well as to the victims’ families.

The Council also expressed its sympathy to, and its solidarity with, the people and Government of Guyana in connection with the flooding that affected that country’s coastal populations. 

Lecture Series of the Americas

The Chair expressed his appreciation for the General Secretariat’s efforts to support and publicize the first lecture, on January 25, in the Lecture Series of the Americas.  He expressed special thanks to Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría, Permanent Representative of Peru, for his vision, his perseverance, and his personal commitment to that effort.

Statement by the delegation of Brazil

The delegation of Brazil expressed its Government’s concern over the situation in Haiti. In that connection, it referred to the technical cooperation agreements between the Government of Brazil and the Government of Haiti to assist Haiti and to the Government of Brazil’s cooperation agreement with the World Bank and the Canadian International Development Agency. 

Statement by the delegation of Nicaragua

The delegation of Nicaragua reported that the Governments of Nicaragua and Honduras had asked the OAS General Secretariat for technical and financial support for a binational border project to solve the problems associated with the diversion of the Río Negro, caused by Hurricane Mitch, in late 1998.

Ambassador Jorge Chen, Permanent Representative of Mexico, then announced that his Government had contributed $10,000 to the Fund for Peace, to promote dialogue between Honduras and Nicaragua, as it had done for Guatemala and Belize.  The delegation of Guatemala thanked Mexico for its contribution.

Statement by the delegation of Costa Rica

The delegation of Costa Rica expressed appreciation, through the Chair, for the assistance the Organization had provided to its country following the worst floods in that country in 40 years.[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL


�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP14219E03�








�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1462/05.
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