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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF MEXICO REGARDING RESOLUTIONS AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), “FIGHTING THE CRIME OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, ESPECIALLY WOMEN, ADOLESCENTS, AND CHILDREN,” AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), “FIGHTING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME IN THE HEMISPHERE,” AND AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), “MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS”

OEA00657

The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Permanent Council and has the honor to refer to the decision taken by the OAS General Assembly in similar texts to be found in resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), in general terms
“To instruct the Permanent Council, taking into account the conclusions and recommendations adopted by REMJA-V, and by the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM-II), to convene a meeting of national authorities on trafficking in persons, with the participation, among other bodies, of the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Inter-American Children's Institute, the United Nations, the International Organization for Migration, and other appropriate international organizations, for the purpose of studying comprehensive cooperation mechanisms among the states to ensure the protection of and assistance to victims, crime prevention, and prosecution of its perpetrators. Likewise, the meeting will facilitate the sharing of information and experiences, policy dialogue, and cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination in cases of trafficking in persons, as well as the establishment or improvement of statistical records in this regard.”.

So far, during informal consultations and at a meeting of the General Committee of the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has raised the question of holding such a meeting, to no avail.  The resistance it encountered from the delegations is due to the incomplete fashion in which fulfillment of the mandate is envisaged – legal aspects were not properly taken into account – and, above all, due to lack of coordination among the offices of the General Secretariat involved with the General Assembly decision.  The date proposed for holding the meeting – April 6 - 8 – and the lack of preparations for it clearly indicate the need to review  the approach to and proposals for this important meeting, which the Government of Mexico supports.

As Chair of REMJA V and as the promoter of resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), the Permanent Mission of Mexico considers that, in order to fulfill the three mandates all calling for the meeting of national authorities, the Permanent Council should form a working group of the General Committee, as soon as possible, to prepare the agenda, schedule, and drafts of the documents to be adopted by the meeting and ensure that those preparations be duly presented to the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
His Excellency
Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría
Chair of the Permanent Council
Permanent Representative of Peru

The working group should elect its own officers.  The venue for the meeting should be the headquarters of the Organization of American States.  Bearing in mind the need for coordination among various offices of the General Secretariat and other agencies, secretariat services for the working group should be provided by the Secretariat of the Permanent Council.  Agencies that could take part in the preparations as well as in the meeting itself, which is to be co-financed by the International Organization for Migration, include (representatives of) the Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Secretariat of REMJA, the Inter-American Children’s Institute, the United Nations, and the Office of International Threats of the OAS General Secretariat’s Department of Multidimensional Security.

The Permanent Mission of Mexico would like to avail itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C. April 1, 2005
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