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· Report of the Council delegation on its visit to Nicaragua

The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, and the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, presented the preliminary report on the visit to Nicaragua by the Mission of the Permanent Council from October 18 to 20, 2004 (CP/doc.3953/04).  In his presentation, the Chair reported that the Mission had been able to speak with all sectors of Nicaraguan society.  The Council Chair expressed appreciation for the confidence shown and added that the Council should continue to follow developments in Nicaragua.  He said that a more comprehensive report, reflecting in greater detail the activities carried out, would be distributed shortly.  For his part, Ambassador Einaudi, the Acting Secretary General, emphasized the leadership provided by the Council Chair.  He said that the framework of institutions was in jeopardy and that the Mission’s intent was to lend support to democratic institutions.  He also reported on contributions received from various governments, among them Brazil, Sweden, and the United States, to cover the municipal elections planned in Nicaragua for November 6. 

The delegations of Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, and the United States then thanked the Mission of the Permanent Council for its excellent work, noting that the Mission had discharged its mandate from the Council. 

For her part, Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez expressed her own deep gratitude and that of her Government for the Permanent Council’s immediate response to the request by the Central American presidents.

The Council agreed to take note of the report and of the comments of the delegations. Lastly, the Council decided to follow developments in that country closely, requesting the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, to keep the Permanent Council informed on the matter.

· Report of the OAS electoral observation mission in El Salvador, 2004 presidential election 

The Permanent Council took note of the report of the electoral observation mission in El Salvador for the presidential election of March 2004 (CP/doc.3936/04), presented by the Director of the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs. The Council decided to take note of the comments made by Ambassador Abigaíl Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, and by the delegations of Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Peru, and the United States.

· Election of a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

The Permanent Council elected, by acclamation, Dr. Stephen Vasciannie, of Jamaica, to fill the vacancy that occurred with the resignation of Dr. Kenneth Osborne Rattray.

· Report on salary adjustments in Eastern Caribbean countries [AG/RES. 1974 (XXXIII-O/03)]
The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Joshua Sears, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, gave a presentation on this report. The Council then considered and adopted, by acclamation, resolution CP/RES. 871 (1453/04), “Salary Scale System for Staff Members in Countries Where the United Nations Does Not Circulate Salary Scales.” 

· Centennial of the signing of the 1904 treaty between Bolivia and Chile

The Permanent Council heard a presentation by Ambassador María Tamayo Arnal, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, on the centennial of the signing of the 1904 treaty between Bolivia and Chile. The Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Esteban Tomic, using his right of reply, then requested the floor. The Council decided to take note of the presentation by Ambassador Maria Tamayo Arnal and of the comments by Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile. 
· Chronological list of meetings, conferences, and other events to be held from January to December 2004

The Permanent Council took note of the document presented by the Office of Conferences and Meetings (CP/doc.3952/04), with the change proposed by the delegation of Argentina.

· Referral of document
The Permanent Council decided to refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the report on the liquidity situation of the General Secretariat, presented in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 868 (1432/04) (CP/doc.3959/04).

· Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the meetings held on February 6, 12, 18, 19, and 26, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1397/04, CP/ACTA 1398/04, CP/ACTA 1399/04, CP/ACTA 1400/04, and CP/ACTA 1401/04).

· Other business


Report on the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia 

The Chair reported that the second quarterly report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP), in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04) (CP/doc.3944/04), had been distributed, thus fulfilling the request made by the Permanent Council at its meeting of August 5, 2004.

[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL


New Secretary General of ALADI

The Council decided to convey, through the Permanent Mission of Uruguay, its most cordial congratulations to Dr.  Didier Opertti Badán, the present foreign minister of Uruguay, on his election as the new Secretary General of the Latin American Integration Association (ALADI), conducted during the Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of ALADI on October 18, 2004.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1453/04.
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