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· Presentation on the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress and consideration of the note transmitting the draft Statute and draft Rules of Procedure approved by the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute

Ms. Ana Teresa Aranda Orozco, Director General of the National System for Integral Development of the Family (DIF) of Mexico and President of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, gave a Power Point presentation on the results of the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress, held in October in Mexico.


The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Costa Rica, Grenada, Honduras, and Saint Kitts and Nevis and the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, spoke on the subject.  The Council thanked Ms. Aranda for her presentation, took note of the report, and decided to transmit it to the General Committee for appropriate action.


The Council also took note of the amendments to the Statute and Rules of Procedure approved by the Directing Council of the IIN at its 79th regular meeting, held in October 2004, in the understanding that the Secretariat would make the announced corrections to the English translation of Article 7.a, sections ii. and iv.

· Continued consideration of the Restructuring Plan [AG/RES. 2017 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04)] (CP/INF.5126/05 and CP/doc.3970/04)

After an introduction by the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, on the restructuring reflected in document CP/INF.5126/05 (Executive Order 05-03) and in document CP/doc.3970/04 (Revised Version:  Approved Program-Budget for 2005), the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,  Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Grenada, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, and Venezuela spoke on this topic.  The Acting Secretary General thanked the delegations for their expressions of support.

The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by the Acting Secretary General and of the comments by delegations.  It also decided to transmit the reformulated 2005 budget, document CP/doc.3970/04, to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.
· Recommendations on applications by civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities


After hearing the presentation on the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, given by the Committee Chair, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina (CP/CISC-148/05), the Permanent Council decided to approve the applications of the following five civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities:
· National Wild Life Federation (NWF);
· Save the Children;
· Inter-American Organization for Higher Education (IOHE);

· Junior Chamber International; and 

· Pan American Development Foundation (PADF)


The Council also instructed that these organizations be entered in the OAS register of civil society organizations.

· Referral of reports


The Council decided to refer to the General Committee the annual report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) (CP/doc.3975/05) and the report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) (CP/doc.3976/05).  It also decided to refer to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the annual report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) (CP/doc.3977/05).

The Council decided that, beginning with this meeting, the annual reports received would go directly to the General Committee, or, if appropriate, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, and that the General Secretariat would keep the Council Chair informed as to the receipt of such reports.

· Other business


Presentation by the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO)


The Permanent Council heard a presentation by Dr. Rosalía Arteaga Serrano, Secretary General of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO), on the work of that organization and the signature, on January 27, 2005, of a cooperation agreement between the OAS General Secretariat and the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO).


Statement by the delegation of Argentina


Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, read aloud a statement by his Government reiterating its support for the candidacy of the Minister of the Interior of Chile, Mr. José Miguel Insulza.  The delegation of Chile thanked Argentina for its support.


Statement by the United States


The delegation of the United States reported on the assistance it was providing to Guyana, in collaboration with the Government of Guyana, the United Nations, the Red Cross, the Pan American Health Organization, and other organizations, to provide the people of Guyana with the necessary help, especially access to drinking water and medical care.  The Government of the United States had donated a total of US$670,000.00 in assistance.  The delegation of Guyana thanked the United States and the other countries for their assistance.


Trade, Debt, and Finance


Ambassador Marcelo Hervas, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, in his capacity as Chair of the ad hoc Working Group on Trade, Debt, and Finance, gave a progress report on preparations for the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).  The meeting, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04), was to be held on March 11, 2005.

Lecture Series of the Americas


Ambassador Alberto Borea, Permanent Representative of Peru, reminded the members of the Council that on February 8 the President of the Inter-American Development Bank, Dr. Enrique Iglesias, would give a lecture on economic development and integration, as part of the Lecture Series of the Americas.


Draft Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices


The Chair reminded delegations that, in April 2004, the Permanent Council, together with the Inter-American Committee on Education, had convened a two-day meeting on the topic “Promotion of a democratic culture through education.”  Two working documents on the Inter-American Program had arisen from that meeting.  The delegations of Colombia and Ecuador had taken the helm of this effort.  The delegation of Colombia reported briefly on the Draft Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices.  The Chair of the Council requested that those delegations that had not yet done so provide their comments on the draft prepared by the Permanent Mission of Colombia.


Statement by the delegation of Venezuela


Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, reported on the recent diplomatic impasse between Colombia and Venezuela, which had caused concern among the countries of the Hemisphere but had been overcome at the binational level by the two countries.  He expressed appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Colombia and to other countries who had contributed to resolving the differendum.  The delegation of Colombia thanked the delegation of Venezuela for its statement and emphasized that its Government valued the commitment of the two governments to pursuing a binational strategy.  The delegation also thanked the countries who had helped to settle the problem.


Announcement by the Chair


Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chair of the Permanent Council, commented that the holding of CICTE’s fifth regular session in Trinidad and Tobago from February 16 to 18, 2005, would affect the delegations’ attendance at meetings held at headquarters and that thought was being given, therefore, to rescheduling the regular Council meeting planned for February 16.

Delivery of CD (thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly)
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A compact disc containing resolutions, speeches, documents, and videos of the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, held in Quito, Ecuador, in 2004, was distributed at the meeting.
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	1.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1465/05.
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