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· Installation of the Working Group to Prepare the Annual Report and Special Reports of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly
Following established practice, the Permanent Council formed the Working Group to Prepare the Annual Report and Special Reports of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly, made up of the permanent representatives chairing the Council between the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth regular sessions of the General Assembly and the permanent representative of the host country of its next regular session, namely:  Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and the United States.

· Implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy”
The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, gave an oral report on the mandates contained in subparagraphs 6.c and 6.d of that resolution.  The Council recognized that there was a need to hold both meetings; however, in view of the current financial situation, it decided to postpone them until the necessary resources were available.  As for the meeting called for in subparagraph 6.c, the Council decided to wait for the results of the meeting of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties (FIAPP) scheduled for the second half of the year.

· Implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2057 (XXXIV-O/04), “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy”
The Chair of the Permanent Council gave an oral report on the topic.  He recalled that that special meeting, convened for June 30, 2004, had been canceled because of the financial crisis in the Organization at that time.  The Council decided to take note of the report and to call a special meeting again when it had the necessary resources.

· Referral of reports

The Council decided to refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for study the Report of the General Secretariat on the Status of Quotas to the Regular Fund as of December 31, 2004 (CP/doc.3980/05).

· Welcome

The Permanent Council extended a cordial welcome to the Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Álvaro Tirado Mejía.

· Condolences

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Grenada on the death of former Prime Minister Ben Joseph Jones, on Friday, February 11, 2005.

The Council also expressed its condolences, through the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, to the people and Government of that country, on the demise of the former Speaker of the House of Representatives, Mr. Hector McClean, on February 10, 2005.

The delegations of Grenada and Trinidad and Tobago expressed their appreciation for the condolences offered by the Permanent Council.

· Other business

Announcements by the Chair

The Chair announced that at its meeting scheduled for March 16, the Council would elect a member of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, in accordance with Article 4 of the Fund’s Statutes.

He also reported that the Permanent Council’s Work Plan for that period (CP/doc.3973/05 corr. 1) had been updated so that references to and quotations from resolutions would reflect the corrections approved by the Style Committee.
Tribute to Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre

Ambassador Alberto Borea, Permanent Representative of Peru, paid tribute to Dr. Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, a Peruvian leader and founder of the political party American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), on the occasion of Dr. Haya de la Torre’s birthday, February 22.

Elections in Honduras
Ambassador Salvador Rodezno Fuentes, Permanent Representative of Honduras, reported on that country’s primary elections on February 20 and thanked Mexico, the United States, Brazil, and Sweden for their cooperation, which had made the presence of the OAS Observation Mission possible.

Solidarity with Paraguay

The Alternate Representative of Paraguay, Minister Elisa Ruiz, informed the Permanent Council of the investigation being conducted into the death of Cecilia Cubas, the daughter of former Paraguayan President Raúl Cubas.  The Council expressed its solidarity and decided to issue a press release denouncing that act.
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The Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Marina Annette Valère, referred briefly to the fifth regular session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, held from February 16 to 18, 2005, in Port-of-Spain, and expressed thanks to all those whose participation and support had helped make the meeting a success.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1467/05.
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