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· Report on the 36th meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)

Ms. Silvia Merega, Alternate Representative of Argentina, host country of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, gave a presentation of the oral report on the SIRG meeting held at OAS headquarters on October 20 and 21, 2004.
· Recommendations on applications from civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities in keeping with Article 6 of the Guidelines [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

The Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, presented the report (CP/CISC-138/04 corr. 1). The Permanent Council endorsed the recommendations, approving the applications of the following civil society organizations:

· Ibero-American Association of Chambers of Commerce – AICO

· Acción Ciudadana 
· Asociación Indígena de la República Argentina (AIRA)
· American Capital of Culture - ACC

· Ecuadorian Environmental Law Center (CEDA)

· Probidad
· Coordinadora de las Organizaciones Indígenas de la Cuenca Amazónica (COICA) 
· Corporación Latinoamericana para el Desarrollo (CLD)
· Transparencia Paraguay
· Transparencia por Colombia
· Corporación Promoción de la Mujer/ Taller de Comunicación de la Mujer 
· Esquel Foundation - Ecuador
· Fundación Gamma Idear 
· Fundación Humanistas por la Paz
· International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)

· Movimiento Voto Consciente
The Council also requested that these organizations be entered in the OAS register of civil society organizations.
· Report of the Chair of the Style Committee of the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly


Ms. Catherine Vézina, Alternate Representative of Canada and Chair of the Style Committee, gave a presentation on that Committee’s report (CP/doc.3915/04). The Chair presented the Style Committee’s recommendations.  She reported that the Committee had been unable to resolve certain aspects of resolutions AG/RES. 1997 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1999 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2010 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2051 (XXXIV/04), and requested that these be resolved by the Council. 


After hearing the views of various delegations, the Council decided to request that the Style Committee again consider the four resolutions in question and present its recommendations at the Council meeting scheduled for November 17, 2004. The Council also instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security to consider, before the next Council meeting, the appropriate translation of the expression “Confidence-enhancing measures,” in resolution AG/RES. 1996, from the English to the other official languages of the Organization. Consequently, the Council decided to postpone its adoption of the report (CP/doc. 3815/04) and of the volume of declarations and resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session (version revised by the Style Committee) (AG/doc.4360/04 rev. 1), until the next Permanent Council meeting. 

· Inter-American Program for Education in Democratic Values for Peace and Human Rights [AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04)]

The Directors of the Office for the Promotion of Democracy and the Office of Education, Science, and Technology gave a presentation on the proposed Inter-American Program for Education in Democratic Values for Peace and Human Rights and submitted a proposed schedule for consideration of this topic. The delegations of Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, and Venezuela spoke on the matter. The Permanent Council then took note of the information presented by the General Secretariat and of the comments by delegations. The Council requested that the Office for the Promotion of Democracy and the Office of Education, Science, and Technology present, at an upcoming Council meeting, a written report based on the presentations and observations put forth at today’s meeting.
· Referral of reports


The Permanent Council decided to refer to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for study the report on the liquidity situation of the General Secretariat, presented in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 868 (1432/04) by the General Secretariat on October 19, 2004 (CP/doc.3954/04).


It also decided to refer to the CAAP for study the quarterly reports on the use of funds assigned under resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between July 1 and September 30, 2004, presented by:

· Fund for Peace (CP/doc.3955/04)

· Office of Budgetary and Financial Services (CP/doc.3955/04 add. 1)

· Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) (CP/doc.3955/05 add. 2)

· Department of Public Information (CP/doc.3955/04 add. 3)

· Special Program for the Promotion of Dialogue and Conflict Resolution of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (CP/doc.3955/04 add. 4)

· Capital Building Fund for remodeling of the Simón Bolívar Room (CP/doc.3955/04 add. 5)

· Capital Building Fund for the restoration and/or improvement of the historic buildings of the OAS (CP/doc.3955/05 add. 6)

· Capital Fund for the building of a delegates’ room and a multipurpose room (CP/doc.3955/04 add. 7)

· Adoption of minutes


The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the meeting held on December 3, 2003, CP/ACTA 1392/03.
· Welcome


The Council welcomed the new Permanent Observer of France to the OAS, Ambassador Georges Vaugier, who presented his credentials on November 3, 2004.

· Condolences


The Council observed a moment of silence in memory of the former Prime Minister of Dominica, Edward Oliver Leblanc, who passed away on October 29, 2004.

· Other business

Political situation in Nicaragua


As coordinator of the GRUCA, Ambassador Abigaíl Castro de Pérez spoke on the political situation in Nicaragua. She pointed to the need for the Permanent Council to effectively monitor and pay sufficient attention to the political situation in Nicaragua.  She also referred to the European Union Presidency Statement on the situation in Nicaragua, issued in Brussels on November 1, 2004.


For its part, the delegation of Brazil, as Secretariat pro Tempore of the Rio Group, read aloud the text of that Group’s joint communiqué on the political situation in Nicaragua, issued on October 18.

Elections


The Permanent Council congratulated the people and Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis on the general elections held on October 25, 2004.  It also congratulated the people and Government of Uruguay on the general elections held on October 31, 2004. Finally, it congratulated the people and Government of the United States on the presidential election held on November 2, 2004.


The Council also congratulated the people and Governments of Brazil and Chile on the municipal elections held on October 31, 2004, and the people and Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on the regional elections held on the same date.

Votes of appreciation


The delegation of Canada gave a vote of appreciation to Dr. Eduardo Bertoni on the work of the OAS Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression over the past three years. The Canadian delegation also reaffirmed its support for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

Signature of the European Constitution


The Chair of the Permanent Council, on its behalf, congratulated the members of the European Union on the signature in Rome, on October 29, 2004, of the European Constitutional Treaty.


Ambassador Gerolamo Schiavoni, Permanent Observer of Italy, gave a brief presentation on the subject.

Information from the delegation of Ecuador


The delegation of Ecuador reported that its Government had sent a contingent of 70 to support peace efforts in Haiti. 

Information from the Acting Secretary General 


The Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, reported that on November 3 a memorandum of understanding had been signed by the United Nations and the General Secretariat of the OAS on the electoral process in Haiti. The delegation of Haiti then expressed its satisfaction over the agreement signed. It also thanked the delegation of Ecuador for its support. 

Information from the delegation of the Dominican Republic 


The delegation of the Dominican Republic reported that its Government was sending Electoral Tribunal and technical personnel to assist with the electoral process in Haiti.

Information from the Inter-American Court of Human Rights


The Permanent Council took note of a communication, dated October 21, in which the Inter-American Court of Human Rights announced that it had rendered judgments at its 63rd and 64th regular sessions, held, respectively, from June 28 to July 10, 2004, and August 30 to September 11, in cases 11.016, 11.603, 11.666, 12.032, 12.101, 12.124, 12.228, and 12.367. It also took note of the communications, dated October 21, 2004, announcing that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights had submitted to the Court cases 11.062, 12.050, 12.256, 12.266, 12.413, 12.402/1358, and 12.402/1360.

White Helmets seminar
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The delegation of Argentina reported that the White Helmets Committee of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Commerce, and Worship of the Argentine Republic, along with the OAS and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), were organizing a regional seminar to  promote and publicize volunteerism for humanitarian assistance in Latin America and the Caribbean, targeted at countries of Central America and the Caribbean, from December 15 to 17, in Panama City, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04).

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP14411E03�








�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1455/04.
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