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· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council

Since this was his first meeting as Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, said a few words to the effect that he was ready to work together with all delegations and committed to transparency in the handling of the Council’s affairs.

· Situation in Haiti: Strengthening of Democracy [AG/RES. 2058 (XXXIV-O/04)]

After a brief introduction by the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, the Chair gave the floor to Ambassador Juan Gabriel Valdés, representative of the United Nations Secretary-General and Head of the United Nations mission to Haiti, who gave an overview of the current situation in Haiti. His presentation focused on the progress made, challenges encountered, and latest events in connection with the United Nations mission. On the electoral front, Ambassador Valdés pointed to the signing of the agreement between Canada, the Government of Haiti, the Provisional Electoral Council, MINUSTAH, and the OAS. 

For his part, Mr. Santiago Murray, Coordinator of the Inter-American Electoral Technology Program (PITE), underscored the efforts made with respect to technical aspects of the electoral process, including support to the Provisional Electoral Council of Haiti for voter registration. He said he hoped that that exercise could serve as a basis for establishing a proper registry in the country. Mr. Félix Ortega, the Technical Coordinator, then gave a detailed explanation, accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation, of the design, implementation, and scope of such a registry.

The following delegations spoke on this issue: The Bahamas, Canada, Chile, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, United States, and Uruguay.

The Council took note of the reports submitted and of the comments made by delegations.

· Presentation of the Work Plan of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JCSA) for 2005 (CP/doc.3972/05)

The Council took note of the 2005 Work Plan presented by the Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, Dr. Juan Enrique Vargas, and of the comments made by the delegations of Chile, the United States, and Nicaragua.

· Work Plan of the Permanent Council

The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, presented the Council’s Work Plan for January – March 2005, contained in document (CP/doc.3973/05). He then asked for the cooperation of the chairs of the committees and working groups in ensuring that their reports and corresponding draft resolutions are delivered on time.  He also reminded the delegations that the work plan would be modified as the areas responsible for the different activities presented their reports.

· Draft resolution “Date, Place, and Agenda of the Meeting of Experts on Cooperation with Respect to the Denial of Safe Haven to Corrupt Officials and Those Who Corrupt Them, Their Extradition, and the Denial of Entry and Recovery of the Proceeds of Corruption and Their Return to Their Legitimate Owners”
The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, Ambassador Alberto Borea, Permanent Representative of Peru, presented the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAAP-2229/04). The Council then adopted resolution CP/RES. 875 (1460/05), “Date, Place, and Agenda of the Meeting of Experts on Cooperation with Respect to the Denial of Safe Haven to Corrupt Officials and Those Who Corrupt Them, Their Extradition, and the Denial of Entry and Recovery of the Proceeds of Corruption and Their Return to Their Legitimate Owners.”

The Council agreed to refer said resolution to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for it to make the corresponding arrangements in programming activities financed under subprogram 10W for 2005. 
· Presentation of a gavel

The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, in recognition of his excellent service as Chair of the Permanent Council from October to December 2004.

· Condolences

The Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of the Argentine Republic regarding the tragic fire in Buenos Aires on December 30, 2004 and observed a minute of silence for the victims.

The Chair of the Council mentioned the tragedy in the Indian Ocean area of December 26, in which an earthquake and tsunamis took the lives of thousands of people. The Council observed a minute of silence in memory of the victims.

The Council also offered its condolences to the people and Government of the United States on the death of Shirley Chisholm, born of Caribbean parents, the first woman of Afro-American descent to be elected to the United States Congress (1968-1982) and a tireless fighter for civil rights. 

The Council also expressed its condolences to relatives and to the Government of Jamaica on the death of Dr. Kenneth Rattray, former Solicitor-General of Jamaica and General Rapporteur of the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. 

· Other business
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Situation in Nicaragua

The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, on behalf of the people and Government of Nicaragua, thanked the Permanent Council and the Acting Secretary General for their attention to events in Nicaragua.  She described the current situation in her country and asked the Council to continue its monitoring and ongoing attention to developments in Nicaragua.   

Announcements by the delegation of Argentina

The Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, announced on behalf of the ALADI group that a draft resolution will be presented, entitled “Invitation to Candidates for the posts of Secretary general and Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States,” to be discussed at the next regular meeting of the Council.

The Permanent Representative of Argentina also read out the press release issued by the Argentine Ministry of Foreign Affairs to mark the 172nd anniversary of the illegal occupation of the Malvinas Islands by the United Kingdom.
Lecture Series of the Americas

The Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Alberto Borea, asked the Heads of Mission to collaborate with the dissemination and transmission to their countries of the Lecture Series of the Americas project, to begin on January 25 with a presentation by former President Jimmy Carter, in order to ensure ample participation.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1460/05.
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