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•
Change in the Agenda

The Permanent Council approved the agenda with an amendment to item 4 in order to hear a verbal report submitted by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Joshua Sears, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, regarding the Organization’s liquidity situation instead of the presentation of the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAAP-2734/05.
•
Fourth biannual report on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97) “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará)” (CP/doc.3999/05).

Mrs. Carmen Lomellín, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), conveyed to the Permanent Council the fourth biannual report on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97) “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará),” document CP/doc.3999/05.  The Delegation of Mexico informed the Council that it plans to present the General Committee with a draft resolution on “Follow-up on the Convention of Belém do Pará,” gathering together the work of the CIM in creating the follow-up mechanism for the Convention of Belém do Pará, which celebrates its tenth anniversary this year.  The meeting was also addressed by the delegations of Argentina, Canada, and the Dominican Republic.  The Council took note of the report and of the comments and suggestions made by the delegations.
•
Third quarterly report of the Secretary General on the situation in Haiti and on the work of the OAS Special mission for strengthening democracy, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2058 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.3992/05)

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2058 (XXXIV-O/04), the Acting Secretary General spoke very briefly about this report, explaining that Ambassador Dennis Modeste would be giving a more complete presentation.  In his speech, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi spoke of the meeting in Cayenne on March 18, which was convened by the government of France and chaired by the French foreign minister, and of its significant achievements in mobilizing assistance for Haiti. He also reported that Mrs. Elizabeth Spehar had been appointed to lead the technical electoral support group in Haiti.  Ambassador Dennis Modeste then spoke about the security situation in Haiti.  The delegations of The Bahamas, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Haiti, Panama, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and the United States also addressed the meeting.  The Council took note of the report and agreed to convene a meeting of the Group of Friends of Haiti, open to all interested delegations, to deal with the topic of Haiti in greater detail.
•
Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the renovation of the Simón Bolívar Room

The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Joshua Sears, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, gave a verbal report on the renovation of the Simón Bolívar Room, and addressed the recommendations made by the Committee in connection with the renovation project (CP/CAAP-2736/05).  He also reported that the Committee had asked him to serve as a liaison between the project team and the political bodies, a task that was previously performed by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, the former Permanent Representative of El Salvador, and that he had acceded to the request.  The delegations of Chile and Ecuador addressed the meeting. The Council agreed to take note of the report and of the comments offered by the delegations.
•
Report on the liquidity situation of the Organization and results of the discussions held within the CAAP (CP/CAAP-2734/05)

The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Joshua Sears, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, gave a verbal report on the Organization’s liquidity situation.  Ambassador Sears said that the CAAP had adopted a draft resolution at its meeting on Monday, March 21, for submission to the Permanent Council at today’s session, if there was no change in the situation.  However, since recent days had seen several member states paying their quotas, it was no longer deemed necessary to place the draft resolution before the Council for consideration.  The Chair of the Council, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, speaking on behalf of the Council, thanked those member states that had paid their quotas. The Council agreed to take note of the report and of the comments shared by the delegations of Canada, Mexico, and the United States.
•
Draft resolution “Free trade and investment in the Hemisphere”
The Council studied and approved the draft resolution “Free trade and investment in the Hemisphere,” submitted by the delegation of Mexico (CP/doc.3998/05).  The Council asked the Secretariat, using last year’s report on the topic as a reference document, to draw up the Permanent Council’s report to the General Assembly in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04).

•
Invitations to the thirtieth special session of the General Assembly

The Permanent Council authorized the Secretary General to extend invitations to those organizations identified in the document, Report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the thirtieth special session of the General Assembly requiring the Permanent Council’s authorization [CP/RES. 877 (1469/05)].
•
Invitations to the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.3993/05)

The Permanent Council authorized the Secretary General to extend invitations to those organizations identified in the document “Report of the General Secretariat on Invitations to the Thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly for which Authorization by the Permanent Council is Required” [CP/RES. 878 (1469/05)].

The delegation of the United States reminded the Council that the deadline for civil society organizations to request attendance at the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly was April 5, and that they had to provide names and full details in order for the corresponding credentials to be issued.
•
Presentation of reports
The Permanent Council agreed to submit to the Committee on Hemispheric Security the Report of the General Secretariat on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1995 (XXXIV-O/04) “Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America,” AG/RES. 2002 (XXXIV-O/04) “Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru,” and AG/RES. 2003 (XXXIV-O/04) “The Americas as an Antipersonnel Land Mine-Free Zone” (CP/doc.3990/05).

It also agreed to convey the document containing the work plans of the Offices of the General Secretariat in the member states for 2005, and the report on the funds/subsidies provided by the host governments (CP/doc.3995/05), to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.

Finally, the Permanent Council agreed to convey the note of the Permanent Mission of Mexico containing the draft resolution “XIX Pan American Child Congress” (CP/doc.3996/05) to the General Committee.

•
Welcome

The Permanent Council extended a cordial welcome to the new Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, who presented his credentials on February 25, 2005.

•
Other business

o
Wishes for recovery
The Permanent Council conveyed to the delegation of El Salvador its wishes for the prompt recovery of Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador.

o
Announcement from the Chair

The Chair of the Council, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, referred to Article 10 of the General Assembly’s Rules of Procedure and to the impossibility of complying with the requirement of presenting, 30 days prior to the General Assembly, requests from special guests wishing to attend the thirtieth special session.  In this regard, the Council agreed to entrust the Secretary General with the task of admitting as special guests those representatives of specialized agencies connected to the United Nations and other governmental and nongovernmental international agencies not covered by Article 9 that were approved to attend the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly and those civil society organizations that have been approved by the Permanent Council and that appear on the register maintained by the General Secretariat or that were approved to attend the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.
o
Summit between Brazil, Colombia, Spain, and Venezuela
The delegation of Venezuela shared with the Permanent Council information on the Presidential Summit held in Venezuela and attended by the heads state and government of Colombia, Brazil, Venezuela, and Spain, at which they reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening a multilateral order based on the sovereign equality of all states and on respect for the rules and principles of international law.
o
Lecture Series of the Americas

Ambassador Alberto Borea, Permanent Representative of Peru, reminded the delegations of the Lecture Series of the Americas, to be held on Tuesday, April 12, 2005, with the appearance of Nobel Literature Prize laureate Derek Walcott of Saint Lucia.

o
Information from the Acting Secretary General
The Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, read a letter sent by Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State of the United States of America, in response to a note sent by the Secretariat following her recent appointment to that important position.
o
Presentation of statements of net worth
The Permanent Mission of Mexico submitted to the Permanent Council the statement of net worth of candidate Luis Ernesto Derbez, as had been agreed.  Ambassador Jorge Chen, Permanent Representative of Mexico, repeated Dr. Derbez’s willingness to update his statement of assets on a yearly basis.
o
Announcement by the Permanent Mission of Chile

Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile, reported that the statement of assets of José Miguel Insulza, Chile’s candidate for the Office of Secretary General, would be made available on March 31, 2005.

o
Condolences

The Council expressed its condolences to the people of the United States and to the family of Ambassador Sol Linowitz, who passed away on March 18.
The Council also expressed its condolences on the death of the Honorable Alfred Rattray of Jamaica, who passed away on March 20.
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Similarly, the Council extended its sympathy to the peoples and governments of Guyana and of the United States of America, and to the families of the distinguished diplomats John Carter of Guyana and George Kennan of the United States, who passed away on February 6 and March 17, respectively.
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�.	The statements and comments offered by the delegations appear in session minutes CP/ACTA 1469/05.
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