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Dear Mr. Acting Secretary General:


Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children”, (operative paragraph 9), I am pleased to send the annual report on “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents and Children in the Americas” for your consideration and presentation to the Permanent Council.


Please accept Excellency the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
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Annex: 2
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, especially Women, Adolescents 

and Children in the Americas

Report July 2004 to April 2005 

In the last five years CIM has worked extensively on research and capacity building, to combat the trafficking of women, children and adolescents. This initiative began in 1999, with the research project Trafficking in Women and Children in the Americas for Sexual Exploitation, which provided a broad overview of trafficking in nine countries of the Americas and offered recommendations for its elimination. The project was conducted by DePaul University, in association with CIM and the Inter-American Children’s Institute, funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and a contribution from the US Mission to the OAS. 

In compliance with Resolution AG/RES 1948 (XXXIII-O/03), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children”, a report on CIM’s activities (CP/doc.3862/04) was presented to the thirty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly in June 2004.

In accordance with Resolution AG/RES 2019 (XXXIV-O/04) and as a result of CIM’s work, with the financial support of the United States government, an Anti-Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Coordinator has been established at CIM.  This unit is responsible for coordinating anti-trafficking activities at the OAS. The OAS Coordinator on Trafficking in Persons, especially women, adolescents and children, began his activities in the Summer of 2004.

Activities by Country and Region


During this reporting period, CIM and the International Organization for Migrations (IOM) continued to develop Phase II of the counter-trafficking project in Mexico, Belize and Bolivia, focusing on training and research, with funding from USAID.  IOM and CIM are carrying out similar projects in the English-speaking Caribbean and Netherlands Antilles, with funding from IOM through the Population, Refugee and Migration Office (PRM) at the US State Department. 


In June, the CIM trafficking specialist visited the border area between Tijuana and San Diego, within the plan of activities of the IOM/CIM project, where she met with government, nongovernmental and university representatives, to identify potential researchers and coordination strategies with research institutions specializing in cross-border migration.  In addition to the funding from USAID, the project is supported by a contribution from the Women’s National Institute of the Government of Mexico.  The project focuses on the border states and the Federal District.  Training sessions were held in 2004 in the north border in Monterrey, in the south border in Tuxtla, and in the year 2005 in the Federal District.  Participants include representatives from civil society and local and federal governmental.  Researchers have completed the reports in the South Border (Mexico-Guatemala) and in the North Border (Tijuana, Mexico-United States).  Both documents are being presently reviewed by the National Women’s Institute and the National Migration Institute (main national project counterparts) prior to their official presentation, publication and dissemination.


In Bolivia, the first training workshop took place in La Paz, Bolivia,  November 11-12, 2004 and was targeted at government officials. National authorities, public officials and staff from the migration service and other local officials participated. Presenters included representatives from such organizations as INTERPOL, Colombia; Inter-American Children Institute based in Uruguay; national police of Chile; the US Embassy in Bolivia; the Prosecutor of Family and Children and anti-trafficking unit police, both from Colombia. Two research studies were completed, providing new details on trafficking in persons, women and children in Bolivia. The OAS Coordinator on Trafficking in Persons participated in the training, identified some experts within the region, from Chile and Peru to participate as speakers, and financed the visit of one of the experts.  Out of this meeting, consensus was reached to work more diligently with the Bolivian police, so that law enforcement could act as one important catalyst in the Government of Bolivia’s anti-trafficking policy.

In the Caribbean, in partnership with IOM and local government counterparts in the Bahamas, Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica, the Netherlands Antilles, Saint Lucia, and Suriname, CIM/IOM convened a series of national seminars on trafficking in persons, focused on particular aspects of a counter-trafficking strategy.  Seminars were held within each collaborating country throughout the summer of 2004.  Through a combination of research, outreach and training and capacity-building for government and nongovernmental partners, the regional project seeks to: raise awareness and inform on the scope, characteristics, and risks of trafficking; to build the capacity of governmental and nongovernmental representatives to identify victims of trafficking, assist and protect them, as well as to gather relevant and regionally compatible data; and, to stimulate regional cooperation and statistical information sharing, encourage the development of counter-trafficking policies/laws, and coordinate counter-trafficking operational procedures.
In Argentina the OAS/CIM and the office of the anti-TIP Coordinatior financed the participation of a CIM Specialist and an expert from the Spanish National Police to participate in a workshop/seminar on “Trafficking in Persons in Argentina”, held at the Auditorium of the House of Representatives in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  The two-day training (November 11 and 12, 2004) gathered NGOs working on women, children and migrants, legislators, representatives from municipalities, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Justice, National Police, social workers, and representatives of the media. 

In Venezuela, the OAS/CIM and the office of the anti-TIP Coordinator participated in the January 27-28, 2005 seminar on trafficking in persons (TIP) held in Caracas, Venezuela.  The agenda focused on an overview of trafficking in the Latin American region, internal, intraregional and international; best practices developed in the Americas by national and international experts from the OAS, IOM and the national governments of Colombia, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Peru, and the United States.  Venezuelan government officials from the Ministry of Interior and Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a government prosecutor were among the speakers.

In Belize the OAS/CIM and the office of the anti-TIP Coordinator have been working together with the IOM Regional Office, to plan training activities in Belize.   The IOM released a research report in January 2005, funded by the US State Department, which will be used as a base to the ongoing trainings.  The OAS/CIM office of the anti-TIP Coordinator contacted several experts outside the region to participate as trainers in Belize.  This office is also coordinating the logistics and agenda with the Belizean National Government, particularly the Anti-Tip Task Force.

The first training was held on April 14-15, 2005 in Belize City. The two-day training dealt with the nature of trafficking in persons as it affects Belize, and gathered together government officials, members of the taskforce, NGOs, police, social services, and immigration officials. The training was divided into two main themes, the first part focused on law enforcement, border control and prosecution and the second part focused on victim identification, assistance, and techniques for interviewing victims. In addition, the seminar included an expert on Chinese trafficking in the Hemisphere, and a US expert on victims and the trauma that victims experience, and experts to speak on the prevention of sex tourism.  


In addition to the above, the OAS Coordinator presented an Action Plan to the OAS Assistant Secretary General on the objectives and priorities in fighting trafficking.  In the summer and fall of 2004 the office of the Coordinator developed a series of counter-trafficking activities in the region and research projects focusing on trafficking connections that link Latin American and Caribbean with Europe and Asia.

Working with Destination Countries

Through the OAS/CIM and the office of the anti-TIP Coordinator, CIM has recently completed the first phase of a research project focusing on trafficked individuals from the Latin America and Caribbean regions to Japan.  This research indicates that approximately 1,700 victims are trafficked from the LAC region to Japan each year.  This represents an important step forward in understanding the magnitude of trafficking between the Western Hemisphere and Japan.  The anti-TIP Coordinator has been in close contact with LAC embassies in Japan who are eager to follow up on this study with the Japanese Government in Tokyo.  In addition, Acting Secretary General Luigi Einaudi received an 8-person Japanese delegation on January 14, 2005 to discuss the trafficking of women from the Western Hemisphere into Japan.   The Government of Japan (GOJ) clearly recognizes now that TIP is a problem, particularly with regard to victims from Colombia in Japan, which is a major step forward.    

In addition, OAS/CIM is in contact with officials in the European Union, the OSCE and several European national governments to understand better the status of trafficking victims from Latin America and the Caribbean in Europe.  The anti-TIP Coordinator is currently drafting project proposals for OAS collaboration and funding with the EU and European national governments to assist LAC victims. 


The CIM Specialist participated at the Meeting of Experts “Improving Research and Information on Trafficking in Persons” (May 27-28, Rome, Italy), invited and funded by the IOM and the government of Italy. The purpose of the meeting was to exchange information from the different regions of the world on the challenges and obstacles encountered in investigations into trafficking in human beings. Among the meeting’s conclusions, emphasis was placed on the need for closer cooperation between European experts and those of other regions that have not progressed as far in this area – particularly Latin America and the Caribbean. The event analyzed the financial and political obstacles encountered by investigators in gathering data and in recording cases, and the situation faced by the victims of trafficking. A report will be published by IOM.

Future Activities

OAS/CIM and the office of the anti-TIP Coordinator will continue to engage in training seminars in the coming months.  These are important opportunities for the OAS, local civil society and member States to collaborate and exchange information.  Seminars are planned for Lima, Peru (April 28-29), La Paz Bolivia, (May), Belize (Spring), Port-au-Prince, Haiti (Spring), Ecuador (Summer) and Guatemala (Autumn). 

Measurable Results

Trafficking in Persons, especially Women, Adolescents and Children

· CIM, with IOM and support from USAID and the Government of Mexico initiates research and capacity building activities in Mexico, Belize and Bolivia.

· CIM in partnership with IOM convenes a series of national seminars on trafficking in persons in six countries of the Caribbean, culminating in a Caribbean regional meeting.

· An Anti-Trafficking workshop seminar in Caracas, Venezuela

· An Anti-Trafficking workshop seminar in Buenos Aires, Argentina

· An Anti-Trafficking workshop seminar in Belize City, Belize

· A research project in Japan and EU-OSCE focusing on trafficked individuals from Latin America and Caribbean regions

· CIM hosts videoconference Trafficking in Persons: Sharing Best Practices to Prevent and Protect Victims and to Punish the Traffickers with government officials, experts and representatives of civil society

· Outreach to government, nongovernmental and university representatives in the Tijuana/San Diego border in order to build coordination mechanisms, within the framework of the Mexican project

· Inclusion of the issue of trafficking in persons on the agenda of the REMJA V, Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas 

Activities against Trafficking in Persons Implemented by Other Organs of the Organization of American States


In accordance with Resolution AG/RES 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), operative paragraph 9:


“To request the Secretary General to present a report each year to the Permanent Council, in coordination with the OAS organs to address the issue of trafficking in persons, and on developments in the Hemisphere, taking into account the information provided by member states, including progress in law enforcement and the protection of and assistance to victims of trafficking”,


On numerous occasions the Inter-American Commission of Women and the anti-TIP Coordinator have met with the organs of the OAS in order to exchange information about the work and activities that the Commission has done in relation to trafficking in persons over the last five years. Other objectives include establishing cooperation mechanisms and following the activities of these organs in relation to the topic of trafficking in persons. In this context, the CIM and the anti-TIP Coordinator, via a March 22 letter No. 03-051/05, requested that the OAS Organs submit a report to the CIM Offices detailing their activities related to this topic and the measures they have taken or are implementing in this respect.


As such, the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), is the only OAS Organ that has participated in anti-trafficking in persons activities. Included below is a summary of the activities completed in the last year by the Institute:

Inter-American Children’s Institute:


The Inter-American Children’s Institute has been developing its activities in compliance with resolution AG/RES 2019 (XXXIV-O/04). In this respect, from the end of year 2003 to date, the Children’s Institute and the United States Embassy in Uruguay have been jointly carrying out a research project on “Trafficking of Children, Internet Child Pornography, and Normative Frameworks in Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Bolivia, and Chile.” As a result of this agreement of cooperation, on September 23-24, 2004 a presentation of the first phase of the above mentioned research was held in Montevideo, Uruguay and a declaration was adopted, by participant countries. This Declaration seeks to confront the problem of trafficking of minors and internet child pornography. The second phase of the research project will begin in 2005. The purpose of the said project is to gain a deeper understanding of the problem of trafficking of children and adolescents and the commercial sexual exploitation in the region.
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On March 2-3, 2005, a Consultative Meeting on the Strategic Plan for 2005-2008 was held in Montevideo, Uruguay. The Meeting addressed the “Situation of Children and Adolescents in the Americas, and Major Emerging Issues.”
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