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DRAFT RESOLUTION
MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

AWARE that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes in its preamble that “representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace and development of the region” and that one of its essential purposes is “to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention”;

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “The effective exercise of representative democracy is the basis for the rule of law and of the constitutional regimes of the member states of the Organization of American States.  Representative democracy is strengthened and deepened by permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry within a legal framework conforming to the respective constitutional order”;

CONSIDERING that the fifth preambular paragraph of the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust: A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas” [AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03)] recognizes that “democratic governance requires the responsible participation of all social actors in building the necessary consensus to strengthen our democracies”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that resolution AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” includes the appendix “Guidelines for the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas”;

RECOGNIZING the importance of legislatures as one of the basic institutions of representative democracy;

RECALLING that resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy,” gives a mandate to the General Secretariat, through the Unit for Promotion of Democracy (UPD) – now Office for Promotion of Democracy (OPD) – to continue to provide support to the efforts of legislative bodies to promote modernization and strengthening of legislatures;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that one of the strategic programs of the Office for Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs is the “Program of Support for the Strengthening of Legislative Institutions”; and

CONSIDERING that it would be beneficial to promote an increased exchange of information between the Permanent Council and the legislatures of the Americas on efforts of the Organization of American States to strengthen democratic institutions, modernize parliaments, and encourage cooperation and interparliamentary dialogue,

RESOLVES:

1. To invite, through the permanent missions of the member states, the presidents or speakers of the national legislative institutions of the Americas, i.e., congresses, parliaments, or national assemblies, as well as representatives of regional and subregional parliamentary institutions, to attend a special meeting with the Permanent Council, to be held during the second half of 2005, for the initiation of a dialogue on topics on the hemispheric agenda.

2. To instruct the Permanent Council to prepare the agenda for this meeting, taking into consideration the “Guidelines for the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” [AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04)] and other criteria it may consider relevant.
3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD), to organize the meeting mentioned in this resolution, in accordance with resources assigned in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

4. To request the Permanent Council and the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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