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REPORT OF THE TENTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
The Tenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) was convoked by its Permanent Executive Committee (CEPCIDI) and held at OAS Headquarters on April 28, 2005. 

In accordance with Article 3 of the Rules of Procedures of CIDI, when the meeting of the Council is held at headquarters, its provisional Chairmanship goes to the head of the delegation that is first in the Order of Precedence established during the pertinent meeting of CEPCIDI. According to said rule, the provisional Chair of the meeting went to the Delegation of Ecuador as the first delegation present according the Order of Precedence. As such, Mr. Santiago Noboa, Alternate Representative of Ecuador, took the Chair and opened the meeting. 

Following approval of the Agenda, the first order of business was election of the Chairman of the Tenth Regular Meeting of CIDI.  The Delegation of Venezuela proposed the candidacy of the Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis, Ambassador Izben C. Williams.  This nomination was seconded by the Delegation of the Dominican Republic and approved by acclamation.  Ambassador Williams took over the Chair of the Meeting, thanking the delegations for the honor. He then proceeded with the election of the Vice Chair of the Meeting. The Delegation of Canada then nominated the Alternate Representative of Chile, Mr. Patricio Powell, for Vice Chair of the Meeting. This nomination was seconded by the Delegation of Colombia and approved, once again, by acclamation.

Then, per Article 28 of the CIDI Rules of Procedure, the meeting went on to elect the members of the Style Committee as follows:  Argentina for Spanish, Canada for French, Brazil for Portuguese and the United States for English.

The following item in the order of business was the report of CEPCIDI to CIDI (CIDI/doc.2/05). The Secretariat presented the report and noted that it was a summary of CEPCIDI’s activities for the period in question, and those of the subsidiary bodies which supported it in carrying out its responsibilities and the specific mandates of the governing bodies; these being the Subcommittee on Program, Budget and Evaluation, the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies, and the Working Group on Sustainable Development, who’s work was praised by the Chair of the meeting. The report was approved without comment.  

Next on the agenda was consideration of the draft report of CIDI to the General Assembly. To present this report, the Chair introduced the Executive Secretary for Integral Development and, at that time, also Acting Secretary General, Dr. Brian Stevenson, who took the opportunity to preface the report’s presentation with some remarks on his view of development cooperation within the framework of the Organization. He indicated his strong belief that the OAS, its member states and its Secretariat could accomplish great things in addressing the development challenges faced by the region. Indicated that he firmly believe that Executive Order 05-03 provides for a better way to operate for the overall General Secretariat and for the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in particular. Particularly for SEDI it integrates all the activities related to the work of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development under one roof. In this wider context, he sees SEDI as defining and promoting development policies for the region, under the umbrella of CIDI and its ministerial processes, as well as supporting development programs and offering technical assistance. This multi-dimensional role is important for all member states to understand and also the role played by cooperation for development within the OAS framework. The role of fundraising was stressed as an important part of the new SEDI, which will require better coordination of efforts within the Secretariat. 

The Executive Secretary highlighted that, in accomplishing what he had indicated, SEDI is facing severe financial challenges. Should the 2006 budget be approved as proposed, SEDI will have assumed, in real terms, more than $1.6 million in Object 1 cuts. SEDI also had to reduce Objects 2-9 budget to the bare minimum. As it stands and just by way of example, he indicated that the office of the Executive Secretary will have no travel budget in 2006. Nevertheless, the Secretariat is still confident in achieving strong results and plays a leading role in development cooperation in the region, but in order to succeed, SEDI will need the help of the countries. He indicated that an action plan is been prepared. It is comprised of a proposed restructuring of SEDI and a fundraising strategy. This will help the Secretariat to be more efficient and effective in its work. 


Also, the need to work with the delegations in strengthening the policy dialogue and coordination under the CIDI umbrella is essential. In particular, the CIDI annual meeting. It has to be transformed from one where pro forma issues are considered to one where substantial issues linked to the development challenges of the region are discussed at a high-level. The Executive Secretary concluded by reiterating how happy and honored he was to be working with all of the delegations, and that he was convinced that all together, delegations and Secretariat, could achieve great things.

Following presentation of the report of CIDI to the General Assembly, a number of delegations took the floor to welcome the new Executive Secretary and express their thanks to the Secretariat for the work accomplished and underway, and encourage him to intensify the efforts. Among other issues, the delegations commented on the financial difficulties confronting the Organization and the Secretariat, stressing, in that context, the importance of acquiring external funds, maintaining contributions, supporting the Special Mutilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI) and ensuring the efficient and transparent management of funds. During this exchange, the Secretariat also responded to questions and concerns raised by a number of the delegations on particular issues pertaining to culture, sustainable development, tourism and ports. Having taken into consideration the comments, the report was then approved for submission to the General Assembly. The Chair took the opportunity to encourage delegations to visit the exhibit of FEMCIDI funded projects which had been set up just outside the doors of the meeting room.

The Chair of CIDI then turned to the next item of the agenda dealing with the election of four (4) new members of the Management Board and asked the Secretariat to report on the candidacies received.  The Secretariat reported that only Argentina had presented a candidate. However, at that point, the Delegation of Colombia took the floor to verbally present its candidacy. The Chair interjected that it had been informed that there were still consultations going on within the different sub-regions in order to define other candidates for the Management Board. With that in mind, he proposed that the election be deferred for the next meeting of CEPCIDI so as to allow all the groups ample time to finish their consultations.  It was so agreed.

     The following item on the Agenda referred to the presentation of pledges to FEMCIDI), or other cooperation offers. Several member states indicated that their contribution would be the same as for 2004, and in certain cases indicated that they have already deposited the resources in the Secretariat and that they will inform in due course the distribution of those monies. In response to a request from one delegation, the Secretariat reminded the countries that pledges to FEMCIDI can be made until May 31st, 2005 and that payments must be made in full by August 31st.

The Chair then moved to the next item of the agenda, the consideration of the draft resolutions and/or reports to the General Assembly. He suggested that those resolutions and reports that had already achieved consensus in CEPCIDI be approved in bloc and that the Meeting then deal one by one with those pending further consideration. The delegations agreed to the proposed procedure.  The delegations proceed considering the following reports which were approved: 

· Summary Description of Ongoing Programs and Activities in the Tourism Area. Report to the General Assembly pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04). (CIDI/doc. 10/05 – Appendix 1)

· Report on Implementation of Strategies to Mobilize External Resources and Expand the OAS Scholarship and Training Programs (CIDI/doc. 16/05 – Appendix 2)

· Report on Activities of the OAS General Secretariat on the resolution on Trade and Integration in the Americas (CIDI/doc. 17/05 – Appendix 3)

· Report of the Working Group on Sustainable Development on the Draft Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (2005-2007) (CIDI/doc. 21/05 – Appendix 4) 


CIDI then went on considering and approving the following resolutions whose texts are contained in Appendix 5 of this Report:

CIDI/RES. 162 (X-O/05)
Strengthening of Political Dialogue Mechanisms for Integral Development 

CIDI/RES. 163 (X-O/05)
Strengthening of Technical Cooperation for Integral Development

CIDI/RES. 164 (X-O/05)
Strengthening of the Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of CIDI

CIDI/RES. 165 (X-O/05)
Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita

CIDI/RES. 166 (X-O/05)
Microcredit and Microfinancing for Job Creation and Poverty Alleviation and Instruments for Furthering Social Cohesion and Community Participation 

CIDI/RES. 167 (X-O/05)
Strengthening of Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises


CIDI/RES. 168 (X-O/05)
Study on the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing


CIDI/RES. 169 (X-O/05)
XIX Inter-American Travel Congress

CIDI/RES. 170 (X-O/05)
XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

CIDI/RES. 171 (X-O/05)
Report on the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Culture

CIDI/RES. 172 (X-O/05)
Report on the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development 

CIDI/RES. 173 (X-O/05)
Report on the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education

CIDI/RES. 174 (X-O/05)
Report on the First Meeting of Minister and High Authorities on Science and Technology

CIDI/RES. 175 (X-O/05)
Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development


CIDI/RES. 176 (X-O/05)
Delegation of Authority for Approving the Appointment of the Executive Secretary for Integral Development


CIDI/RES. 177 (X-O/05)
Continuing participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua

CIDI also decided to submit draft resolutions on the following issues for the consideration of the General Assembly during its thirty-fifth regular session (Appendix 6):

· Strengthening of Political Dialogue Mechanisms for Integral Development

· Strengthening of Technical Cooperation for Integral Development

· Strengthening  the Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of CIDI

· Study on the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing

· Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion: Follow-up  to the Declaration of Margarita

· Microcredit and Microfinancing for Job Creation and Poverty Alleviation and Instruments for Furthering Social Cohesion and Community Participation

· Strengthening Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises

· Report on the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Culture

· Report on the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development

· Report on the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education

· Report on the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology

· XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor 

· XIX Inter-American Travel Congress

· Continuing Participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol Managua


The Meeting then proceeded to address the matter of the site and date for the next Regular Meeting of CIDI.  The Chair suggested that since there was as yet no proposal for a site and date, the decisions on this matter be entrusted to CEPCIDI.  It was so agreed.

With respect to the election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), the Chair suggested that since there were still negotiations going on regarding a candidate for both the CEPCIDI Chair and Vice Chair within the regional groups that, these elections be deferred for the next meeting of CEPCIDI.  It was so agreed. 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF ONGOING 

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES IN THE TOURISM AREA

Report to the General Assembly pursuant to the

Resolution AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04)

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF ONGOING 

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES IN THE TOURISM AREA


This report covers the activities in the Tourism sector during 2004 and the beginning of 2005, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04)" XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress", which requested "the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution".


Established by Executive Order 96-7, the Inter-Sectoral Unit for Tourism is primarily responsible for promoting interdisciplinary tourism development, strengthening cooperation with other regional and international organizations, revitalizing the Inter-American Travel Congress and directing technical cooperation and training programs that promote and support sustainable tourism development in the OAS Member States.


Executive Order 04-01 of the 15th of September of 2004, together with the subsequent Executive Order 05-03, established the integration of the Tourism Unit with the Office of Trade, Growth and Competitiveness thus becoming its Tourism and Small Enterprise Division. 


The annual Work Plan of the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division is based upon and seeks to implement mandates and recommendations of the various Summits of the Americas, the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Tourism Development, the Plan of Action of the Inter-American Travel Congresses and the 2002-2005 CIDI Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development.  


Support for tourism is based on the recognition of the industry’s potential as an engine for sustainable economic growth and development and the need to maintain continuous diversification, innovation and upgrading of the tourism product in order to improve the competitiveness of Member States in the international tourism marketplace.  In pursuance of these wider objectives, and in an attempt to achieve effective utilization of scarce human and financial resources, the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division has placed emphasis on the sharing of ideas and best practices among Member States with special emphasis in the area of Small Tourism Enterprises.  This report summarizes the main activities carried out by the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division during 2004 and the beginning of 2005.

FORMULATION OF POLICIES AND PLANS


During 2004, staff of the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division participated in several sub-regional meetings in Central America and the Caribbean. Consultations on the development of policies and plans were also carried out with a number of South American countries. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


Over the last five years, within the framework of the Caribbean Small Tourism Enterprise Assistance Project (STEP) funded by USAID, training and certification programs for small hotels have been implemented through the collaboration with CIDA CPEC, the American Hotel and Lodging Association (AHLA) and the Culinary Institute of America.   Among the training activities implemented since January 2004 are: 


Training and Certification Programs for Small Hotels - Areas of Concentration include:

· Hotel Line Level Skills training and Certification in:

· Front Office Representative

· Preservationist

· Bartender

· Public Space Cleaner

· Kitchen Steward

· Room attendant

· Banquet Server

· Restaurant Server

· Hotel Owner/Manager Training

· Hotel Management and Operations and Food and Beverage Management- Certificate Program

· Spirit of Hospitality Training

· Training of Trainers Program: Certified Hospitality Department Trainers (CHDT)

· Safety & Security Training Programs

· On site Technology Training for Hotels (web design, office applications, networking etc)

· Environmental management training in collaboration with the Caribbean Alliance for Sustainable Tourism.


Culinary Training Program – Developed in collaboration with the Culinary Institute of America to incorporate local ingredients in Caribbean cuisine and presenting it to contemporary table-cloth methods (Program sponsored by FEMCIDI). This Program also has a food service component and a marketing component.


A preliminary information collection phase of the impact of the free trade agreements on tourism activities has been initiated within the framework of the Trade Capacity Building for Tourism Growth and Competitiveness of the Tourism and Small Business Division. It seeks to promote and facilitate the exchange of best practices and lessons learned among Member States with emphasis on small tourism enterprises. At the same time a research has begun to identify and catalogue the internet resources in support of the small tourism enterprises development in the Caribbean. 


The Central America Small Hotels Assistance Project (PAPH) has produced manuals for training in the areas of quality management, planning, promotion and marketing and in the use of new digital technologies. These manuals have been used in a number of training programs throughout the region. 


In the field of Security the Division has implemented six seminars in the Caribbean, addressed at people that work in the hospitality sector within the framework of the STEP Project.  More recently the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division has finalized an agreement with the US Department of State for the implementation of a CARICOM Tourism Infrastructure Disaster Preparedness Project during 2005.

A Central American Tourism Security Manual, adapted to the specific needs of the region, was also developed within the framework of the Central America Small Hotels Assistance Project (PAPH) financed by FEMCIDI.

INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT


Partnership with the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) – Training and Tourism Awareness. 
In the framework of the cooperation agreement with the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO), the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division has participated and assisted in the implementation of tourism awareness programs and in the promotion of careers in tourism for the Caribbean. Another activity made possible by this collaboration was the implementation of a “train the trainers” workshop in Barbados with the participation of the Caribbean Hotel Association (CHA).

TOURISM PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT


Quality Standards have been developed for small hotels and have been integrated in the STEP Project’s training programs.  Efforts have been focused on the identification, the establishment and the sharing of best practices. Great attention has also been given to environmental awareness and to an environmental evaluation program for the tourism establishments through the implementation of eight workshops. The resulting standards are a combination of the standards of the United States AAA and of the European Union AA and they have been adapted to the Caribbean realities.


In an effort to better market the small hotels of the Caribbean, STEP has been working on a marketing entity called Caribbean Experiences - this is expected to have an online presence with reservation capabilities in addition to adopting traditional marketing methods. For that purpose market-driven brands and standards were developed as a benchmark for Caribbean small hotels. The brands are as follows:

· Bed & Breakfasts/Guest Houses of the Caribbean

· Holiday Cottages/Cabanas of the Caribbean

· Holiday Villas of the Caribbean

· Inns of the Caribbean

· Holiday Apartments of the Caribbean

· Small Resorts of the Caribbean


The STEP Program has also implemented activities leading to the establishment of standards related to Sites and Attractions and Community Tourism - This program focuses on six key themes:

· Fortifications Initiative- Strengthen the skills of Fort Managers in management, operations and marketing

· Botanic and Tropical Gardens - Geared towards the restoration and upgrading of Botanical gardens as well as efficient management and marketing of gardens

· Fish/Food Events & Festivals - Focus on community tourism and the development of best practices in that area in effort to make such events more appealing to visitors.

· Caribbean Waterfalls & Nature Trails – Training on proper management and marketing of these as tourist attractions

· Heritage Plantation Attractions: Best practices in restoration, management & marketing of historic plantations

· Aboriginal Tourism: Development and packaging of these experiences to benefit indigenous groups and communities.


Investment Facility for Small Tourism Enterprises: The Division continues to foster the development of financial mechanisms to strengthen the competitiveness of the Small Tourism Enterprise Sector in the Caribbean in conjunction with the application of the brands and standards and of the associated training resources developed by the STEP Project, within the Caribbean Experiences initiative.

The establishment of Quality Standards, a classification system for the Central America’s small hotels, and the establishment of norms and standards for the reduction of the environmental impact have also been a priority for the Central America Small Hotels Assistance Project. Small hotel associations have been created and are being consolidated in each Central American country.  These associations are being involved in the development of new project proposals to be financed by other financial institutions. Additionally the region has begun to promote the Central American Tourist Product as a global regional product, and a Central America Small Hotels Guide has also been prepared.


The Tourism and Small Enterprise Division has been providing assistance to the Central America Member States in the development of a Coffee Route Tourism Project (Ruta del Café) Proposal for submission to FEMCIDI for funding.  This project aims to generate local benefits from tourism through the development of a coffee tourism product. It would thus be possible to assist participating communities in the diversification of their predominantly coffee based economies and mitigate the effects of the economic crisis which has resulted from prolonged depressed international coffee prices. From Costa Rica, where the first pilot activities were implemented, the interest for this project has extended to all Central America.
INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER


During 2004 technical assistance has continued to be provided to the small Caribbean and Central America enterprises mainly in the use computers, their direct application to the activities of the establishments, the creation of web pages and the use of the Internet as a communication and marketing vehicle.


Thanks to the collaboration with the “Foundation Tourism for All” (Fundación Turismo para Todos) and their Internet site, it has been possible to create a virtual resource center for the small hotels of the Central American region and a tool for training and distribution of training material. (http://www.paph-oea-cct.com/mk)


In the Caribbean, during 2004, four new “resource centers” have been equipped in three Member States within the framework of the STEP Project.
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THE OAS PROGRAM OF SCHOLARSHIPS AND TRAINING:

Requirements and Measures for sustaining growth of the program

THE OAS PROGRAM OF SCHOLARSHIPS AND TRAINING:

Requirements and measures for sustaining growth of the program

Introduction

CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 "The OAS Program of Scholarships and Training at the Crossroad: Strategies and Requirements for Maintaining and Further Expanding Educational Opportunities" presented at the IV/04 Meeting of the Subcommittee on Program, Budget and Evaluation on July 27, 2004 calls attention to factors threatening the sustainability of the program of scholarships at the current level and proposes measures to mitigate those factors in order to maintain and perhaps even expand the program beyond the current level.

The purpose of this document is not to present once again the factors. These are clearly laid out in CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 and have changed only with respect to severity.  Rather, the purpose is to bring up to date and give urgency to the measures for mitigating these factors--albeit with changes in focus and emphasis taking into consideration developments since then.

Table 1 is an update of the figures provide in CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 with respect to the growth of the number of scholarships for graduate studies and/or related research to include data for 2004. 

Table 1:  Evolution of Scholarships for Graduate Studies and/or Related Research a/
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


2001
     2002
        2003      
  2004       
% change

 









             2001-2004

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Number of scholarships and 
            282             348             469
     421          
49.3

extensions awarded





Approved Budget   

        6,364.4      5,603.0        5,603.0        5603.0 
           - 12.0

 (in thousands of US$)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

a/ Scholarships for graduate academic studies and research absorb about 88% of budget resources appropriated for scholarships and training 

A review of the number of scholarships maintained during the 2004 shows the number of scholarships and extensions awarded in 2004 to be some 50% more than in 2001. While maintaining in 2004 the high number of scholarships is notable, cost projections for maintaining the high number of awards from 2003 and 2004 as extensions in 2005 show that this level is unsustainable under the current format for the administration and distribution of scholarships.  One of the most overlooked factors affecting cost in any given year is payment for extensions for selections from two previous years.  For example, the 2005 budget is affected by costs for extensions for awards granted in 2003 and 2004.  In view of the budget allocation for 2005, cost projection cost show a need for a reduction in the number of new awards for 2005 in view of the high number of awards in 2003 and 2004 for on-site studies and underscores the urgent need to effect measures for sustaining the growth of the program.  With the implementation of most, if not all of these measures in 2005, the forecast is for a rapid metamorphosis of the program to become even more effective and responsive to the capacity development needs of Member States by as early as 2006. 

Requirements and Measures for Sustaining Growth of the Scholarships Program

The accomplishment of increasing the number of scholarships and expanding access to higher education during the past three years is due to many factors, including: 

· new selection mechanisms that foster greater responsiveness to national development priorities;
· innovative mechanisms for improving the cost-effectiveness of the program;
· strategies for increasing access to higher education, professional development and technical training; and
· practices and procedures for the strategic management of program resources.

Each factor has contributed in a significant way to the notable expansion of the program of scholarships, especially for graduate studies and/ or related research, and each factor is an integral component of the strategic management of the program of scholarships and training.  Although distinct, these factors are inter-related.  For that reason, measures to sustain the growth of the program must be based on a plan of concerted actions as opposed to actions that single out one measure or the other for attention in linear fashion. Nonetheless, it is important to isolate the various factors in order to present more clearly the measures required.

The measures considered herein are those which primarily address the factor of cost-effectiveness and the strategic management of resources but also make the program more responsive to capacity development needs of Member States and serve to expand access to higher education, professional development and eventually technical training.  The measures proposed are:

1. greater utilization of the OAS-placed scholarship mechanism in contrast to the self-placed mechanism,

2. formalization of a program of scholarships distance studies and the modification of current regulations, if necessary, to support and foster the use of distance studies as a viable choice for higher education, and

3. establishment of agreements with programs/agencies for international scholarships in Member and Observer States to co-sponsor OAS scholarships and modification of regulations or procedures, if necessary, to facilitate the award of scholarships under such arrangements.

However, it must be acknowledged that successful implementation of these measures and added requirements for the administration of an expanded and more responsive program of scholarships and training are contingent on adjustment in staffing and additional administrative resources. 

Greater Utilization of the OAS-placed Mechanism

Action:  Conduct first joint selection of self-placed and agency-placed candidates in June 2005

The use of the OAS-placed modality for scholarship awards was implemented on a pilot basis in 2002 using candidates who were not accepted under the self-placed selection for 2001. The value of the modality was immediately obvious and was formally instituted and expanded for the 2003 scholarship selection process, becoming the preferred method in 2004.  Given the pronounced impact on cost-effectiveness of the program and taking into consideration the escalating cost of university tuition and fees, CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 promoted increased use of the OAS-placed modality as a measure to sustain the growth of the program.


Notwithstanding the benefits of increasing the number of awards under the OAS-placed mechanism at the expense of awards under the more costly self-placed mechanism, there are good arguments for maintaining at this time some aspects of the self-placed program. For this reason, CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 proposes a process of joint selection of candidates for both self-placed and OAS-placed awards.  This process allows for greater utilization of the OAS-placed mechanism and the continued use of the self-placed mechanism and also offers greater flexibility in the presentation and consideration of candidates.

Although feasible, having separate selections reduces the effectiveness of the OAS-placed modality for several reasons.  Firstly, it maintains a separate emphasis on the more costly and therefore less effective self-placed scholarship awards modality.  Secondly, it reduces the extent to which both modalities can be integrated in responding to the needs and preferences of the individual Member State but also in being more accommodating with respect to the individual candidates.  Thirdly, maintaining separate processes compounds the administrative requirements and costs to Member States and to the OAS.  Taking these factors into consideration and in the absence of any overriding benefits from maintaining separate selection processes, the recommendation in CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 for a combined selection process remain.

However, this document proposes a far-reaching change in the schedule and order of the combined selection but maintains 2005 as the transition year. CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 proposes a separate selection in June 2005 for self-placed candidates and then a joint selection in October 2005 for self-placed and agency-placed for 2006.  This document advances the date of the joint selection to June 2005 and changes the order of selection to self-placed candidates for 2005 and OAS-placed candidates for 2006.  There are three advantages to this change in date and the order of the joint selection.  First, it eliminates the need for two selections in 2005 as earlier proposed. This has the obvious benefit of reducing the administrative requirements and costs to ONEs and GS/OAS Offices in member States and to the OAS Headquarters. Second, it "corrects" the order of admission and selection for self-placed candidates. Most if not all candidates selected in October 2005 for admission in 2006 would not yet have received letters of admission and would have to be selected on a provisional basis.   Third, and perhaps most important, is that it increases flexibility of countries in presenting candidates and improves the chance of selection of candidates presented.

Given the lateness of date, the Division of Scholarships and Training will effect four changes in the selection process for this year in order to assist countries in making the necessary adjustments required for a joint selection process in June 2005. 

1. The Division will put back the deadline for receiving applications at Headquarters until April 15th of this year.  This deadline is normally March 1 but the additional time is offered to allow countries to expand, if necessary, recruitment and pre-selection process.

2. The Division will not engage the services of an outside agency, i.e. LASPAU, to participate at the country level in the interview and pre-selection of candidates for OAS-placed scholarships.  The participation of an outside agency is useful but it complicates and extends the schedule and the process of pre-selecting candidates. 

3. Countries will not be required to interview candidates for OAS-placed awards.  However, given the importance of selecting strong candidates, countries are strongly encouraged to interview all candidates where feasible, but especially those for the OAS-placed scholarships.  Whether candidates are interviewed or not, countries should carefully review and evaluate the qualifications of candidates for university admission. In this regard, countries are encouraged to engage the participation of local university personnel experienced in the selection of candidates for graduate studies.

4. Countries are encouraged to elicit information from self-placed applicants whether or not they would be willing to be considered for an OAS-placed award.  A candidate for a self-placed award may also be considered for an OAS-placed award.

Scholarships for Distance Studies

Action: Announce and recruit and select candidates for scholarships for specified distance education programs with studies commencing no later than 2006.  

CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 provides credible arguments for distance studies as a way of expanding access to higher education and proposes the award of scholarships for distance studies as a second mechanism for sustaining the growth of the scholarship program. In addition, the formal introduction of scholarships for distance studies become even more urgent and critical as a means of deflecting the need for an increase in budget in order to increase subsistence allowances rates which are currently inadequate.

Current regulations in the Manual of Procedures for the OAS Program of Scholarships and Training allow the award of scholarships for distance studies.  However, the current emphasis in program execution and in the regulations governing conditions of study is overwhelmingly on on-site attendance.    Given the history and current bias of the Program of Scholarships for on-site studies, the deliberate and pronounced introduction of and support for a program of scholarships for distance studies is required in order to create interest in distance studies as a viable choice for higher education.

While the need to monitor institutional and program quality is no more a requirement for distance studies than it is for on-site programs, experience and reputation favor on-site attendance programs.  Care must be exercised in the selection of institutions and programs for distance studies.  The formal introduction of a program of scholarships for distance studies should be at first focussed on programs at specified universities with a history and reputation of distance studies and with which the Division has established an agreement for partial tuition scholarships, if an where advisable and feasible. To further support this and to make distance studies not only a viable but also appealing choice, the Division must effect any necessary change in regulations governing benefits and conditions for distance studies.

Collaboration with existing programs in member States for international scholarships

Action: Announce and recruit and select candidates for scholarships in conjunction with existing programs for international scholarships in member States, with studies commencing no later than 2006.  

CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04 proposes partnerships with scholarship programs in Member States to co-finance scholarships as a strategy for leveraging funds and expanding the number of scholarships to citizens of those countries.  While discussing agreements of this nature with countries, several countries have expressed keen interest and willingness in receiving and co-financing OAS scholarship recipients of other Member States as part and parcel of their scholarship program for international students.  

The benefits of agreements with member States as originally proposed in  CEPCIDI/SPPE/doc. 130/04, notwithstanding, what is now being advocated  is emphasis on efforts to finalize agreements with existing scholarship programs in ember States to co-finance OAS scholarships to these countries under the general rubric and within the parameters of the OAS Program of Scholarships.    

Collaboration with Scholarship Programs and Development Agencies in Permanent Observer States
Action: Announce and recruit and select candidates for scholarships in conjunction with existing programs for international scholarships in Permanent Observer States within the framework of agreements for co-financing of scholarships.  

Scholarship offers from development agencies of Permanent Observer countries have largely provided opportunities for short-term professional development training in which the OAS pays for international travel and the host country meets training and other in-country expenses. By regulations, regular funds can only be applied to tuition, books and living expenses for graduate and undergraduate scholarships studies in member States.

What is proposed is the expansion of regulations to include award of scholarships for studies in Permanent Observer States within the framework of and limited to agreements with agencies and/or with specific organizations and institutions of Permanent Observer States to co-finance scholarships.  Such agreements must present a clear advantage for improving the cost-effectiveness of the program and for enhancing access to relevant and appropriate higher education over existing agreements and opportunities in member States.

Staffing and Resource Requirements

Even without an increase in living and book allowances, maintaining the current level of more than 400 on-site scholarship recipients on an allocation of $5.6m is unsustainable. This represents an average allocation of less than $14,000 per scholarship per year for travel, books, health insurance, living allowance, university tuition and fees and scholarship administration costs. This is inadequate and thus a reduction in the number of on-site awards--especially of self-placed awards--is required. 

Greater efficiencies can also be effected by the re-incorporation of some or all of the services currently provided by LASPAU. An element of savings is already built into the elimination of participation of LASPAU in interviews for agency-placed applicants.  However, the placement and administration of students--especially in the US are functions that underpin the OAS-placed mechanism and require a staff with knowledge and experience in this area.  Even without reincorporating any of the services currently provided by LASPAU, new roles and requirements associated with new programs of distance studies and with programs of collaboration with member and Observer States, additional requirements related to the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund and the OAS Capital Fund for Scholarships, administrative requirements of programs financed by specific funds and other funds for cooperation, the requirement to continually seek new mechanisms for expanding and improving the effectiveness of the program of scholarships, increasing administrative requirements related to travel and visa requirements and additional administrative requirements related to the program for undergraduate studies and for professional development training all necessitate additional staff and resources.

Taking into consideration the current fiscal situation of the Organization, one does not realistically expect an increase in budget allocation.  Moreover, the reduction of the number of on-site awards and the implementation of measures proposed will address the fiscal shortcoming without a budgetary increase.  However, it is not unreasonable to request an increase in staff and administrative resources not just to cope with increased work demands but also to better effect greater efficiencies and to more effectively implement the measures for sustaining the growth of the program.
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REPORT OF THE OAS GENERAL SECRETARIAT’S ACTIVITIES

ON THE "TRADE AND INTEGRATION IN THE AMERICAS" RESOLUTION

AG/RES. 2014  (XXXIV-O/04)


This report covers the activities of the Trade Unit during the period from June 2004 to May 2005, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04) "Trade and integration in the Americas", which requested "the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to report to the General Assembly at its 35th regular session on the implementation of this resolution".  Bearing in mind the Declaration of Santiago of the Second Summit of the Americas, the Declaration of Quebec City, the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, and the Declaration of Nuevo León, and taking note of the Ministerial Declarations of San Jose, Toronto, Buenos Aires, Quito, and Miami, the General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04) renewed the mandates of the OAS Trade Unit (now the Office of Trade, Growth and Competitiveness.)  The resolution stressed the important contribution of the OAS Trade Unit to the FTAA process, as a member of the Tripartite Committee, in its support to the FTAA negotiations and in the finalization and implementation of countries’ national and/or regional trade capacity building strategies in the context of the FTAA Hemispheric Cooperation Program and of other cooperation processes related to free trade agreements and integration in the Americas.

This report will: (1)  Identify the support provided by the Trade Unit for the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), including specific details on the activities of the Trade Unit with respect to the FTAA Hemispheric Cooperation Program, the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) and the various FTAA Negotiating and Consultative Groups; (2) Summarize the work and activities of the Foreign Trade Information System (SICE) as an essential instrument in the FTAA process and, more broadly, for pursuing the integration process in the Hemisphere; (3) Provide details with regard to Inter-institutional cooperation and collaboration, including, but not limited to, the work of the Tripartite Committee (TPC); (4) Review the trade-related capacity building, education and cooperation activities undertaken by the Trade Unit for the reporting period.

1.
Introduction


In 2004 the Trade Unit marked its ninth year of work in support of the FTAA process and of hemispheric economic integration.  Hemispheric leaders met at the Special Summit of the Americas in Monterrey, Mexico, January 13, 2004, and declared that they “recognize the important role that trade plays in promoting sustained growth and economic development.” They further affirmed their “commitment to advance the Doha Agenda in order to benefit all our economies, particularly developing economies, by promoting, among other measures, better access to markets and by eliminating export subsidies and by substantially reducing trade-distorting domestic support.” They recognized “that liberalization of trade of agricultural products constitutes, inter alia, an essential element for the development of agriculture in the countries of the Hemisphere” and therefore reaffirmed their “commitment to trade negotiations to promote effective access to markets.” They welcomed the “progress achieved to date toward the establishment of a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)” and noted with satisfaction, “the balanced results of the VIII Ministerial Meeting of the FTAA held in Miami in November 2003.” They further declared that they “support the agreement of ministers on the framework and calendar adopted for concluding the negotiations for the FTAA in the established timetable, which will most effectively foster economic growth, the reduction of poverty, development, and integration through trade liberalization, contributing to the achievement of the broad Summit objectives.” 


The important role that the OAS is playing in the FTAA process reflects member countries' dedication to the objectives of the Summit process, and to the promotion of hemispheric integration.

2.
Support for the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA)


a)
The Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) 


At the time of writing this report, the FTAA negotiating groups are awaiting instructions by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) pursuant to the Miami Ministerial Declaration of November 2003, on how to develop a common and balanced set of rights and obligations applicable to all countries in each of the negotiating areas.  The TNC is also to establish procedures for interested countries to develop additional liberalization and disciplines on a plurilateral basis within the FTAA.   The two FTAA Co-Chairs (Brazil and the United States) have scheduled a meeting on May 12, 2005 in order to finalize a document that can serve as a basis for the resumption of the TNC discussions and the FTAA negotiating process during 2005.


b)
The FTAA Negotiating Groups


Consistent with the distribution of work among institutions of the Tripartite Committee, during this period the Trade Unit continued to provide technical and analytical support to the following FTAA Negotiating Groups: Investment; Services; Intellectual Property; Subsidies, Antidumping and Countervailing Duties; Competition Policy; and Dispute Settlement.  It is also supporting the Negotiating Group on Market Access, in the area of Standards and Technical Barriers to Trade. The OAS Trade Unit is also supporting the work of the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies, the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society, the Subcommittee on Budget and Administration, and the Technical Committee on Institutional Issues (TCI).


During this reporting period, the OAS Trade Unit has participated in three Tripartite Committee missions regarding the continuation of the functioning of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat in Puebla, Mexico.  The two main sources of financing of the FTAA Secretariat operations are the Tripartite Committee and the local host community.  Pursuant to the first mission that took place July 7-8, 2004 in Mexico City, the Tripartite Committee forwarded a report jointly with the Government of Mexico, to the FTAA TNC-Co Chairs setting out possible short-term staffing scenarios for reducing costs of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat, while maintaining its ability to support the negotiations.  The TNC Co-Chairs endorsed the default scenario recommended in the report as the most prudent course of action at the time and the TNC approved this scenario on a written no-objection basis.  


A second mission took place during September 22-23, 2004 on future funding needs to allow the FTAA Administrative Secretariat to continue to provide administrative and logistical support to the negotiations beyond January 2005 as appropriate.  A second joint report was forwarded to the TNC Co-Chairs for their consideration, providing possible budgetary scenarios and extensions of existing legal arrangements.  As recommended, the TNC Co-Chairs thereafter wrote to the GS/OAS, as Settlor of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat Trust, and to NAFIN, as Trustee, informing that the FTAA negotiations would extend beyond January 2005.  This was needed to assure the continued functioning of the Trust Agreement as vehicle for channeling financial resources to the FTAA Administrative Secretariat and for allowing its Executive Director as the trustee’s agent, to have the legal capacity to contract for goods, staff and services in Mexico.  


A third Tripartite Committee mission took place on March 17-18, 2005 in Mexico City, to develop possible new budget scenarios for the operation of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat after June 30, 2005, when the current financing runs out as well as when the current contracts of Secretariat staff expire.  
3. The Foreign Trade Information System (SICE)


Accurate and easy-to-access trade-related information is crucial in assisting Member States in their efforts to broaden the benefits of globalization and trade liberalization. Trade policy officials, private sector entrepreneurs, academics and members of civil society in the Americas require up-to-date, accessible information on the various agreements being negotiated and signed by their own and their partner countries. 


SICE, the OAS’s Foreign Trade Information System Website, aims to make it easier for citizens of OAS Member States to access pertinent trade-related information. As such, SICE makes available the texts, annexes, and related documents of trade and investment agreements signed by FTAA countries, as well as information related to trade in the Americas, including the FTAA.

The work of SICE involves three main areas: 

· the SICE Web site

· the official FTAA Web site, and the Secure Document Distribution Service for FTAA negotiating documents; and 

· trade capacity building and outreach activities. 


SICE’s total regular budget has declined 16 percent from 2003 to 2005, with objects 3-9 reduced by 60 percent and the allocation for consultants diminished by nearly 90 percent. With only three staff positions, SICE has relied on the work of consultants supported by specific funds from the United States and from Canada to fulfill its mandates. These specific funds have also allowed SICE to be able to maintain the levels of security and reliability necessitated by its FTAA mandates. These resources will be exhausted by December 2005. Without additional resources, SICE will be unable to continue regular, timely, and multilingual updating of the SICE website, will be unable to ensure the prompt and reliable updating of the official FTAA website or the FTAA secure document distribution system and will be unable to maintain the levels of security and reliability necessary to maintain the secure document distribution system.


a)
The SICE Website


SICE, the OAS’s Foreign Trade Information System (www.sice.oas.org), centralizes publicly available but sometimes difficult-to-obtain trade-related information in a user-friendly format, including the full texts and annexes of trade and investment agreements negotiated by the countries of the Americas.  With nearly 6000 visitors a day, the SICE website serves as a tool for trade negotiators and other government officials, business entrepreneurs, academics and other members of civil society.  SICE documents have been referenced in the texts of trade agreements signed by OAS Member States, have been linked on national and regional websites, and have been used in academic syllabi and for various trade capacity building exercises.  


During the period covered in this report, SICE has aimed to increase information regarding the FTAA process and other trade negotiations in the Americas. The SICE website has increased its database of information on the thematic negotiating issues, including national legislation, provisions in bilateral and regional trade agreements, studies and articles, and links to additional sources of information for various FTAA issues. SICE currently has sections devoted to antidumping, competition policy, dispute settlement, electronic commerce, intellectual property rights, investment, services, and technical barriers to trade, and is planning, in the next period, to add sections on agriculture, market access, trade and gender and trade and the environment. 



SICE has also worked to increase the timeliness and relevance of its information, adding a section on current trade policy developments that is updated as events occur. 


The client-tracking software (Webtrends) indicates that during the period between June and December 2004, SICE recorded over 1.2 million visits. The term “visit” indicates the series of actions that begins when an individual visitor views their first page from the server, and ends when the visitor leaves the site.  The average time visitors spent on the SICE website during this period was about 21 minutes, up from 13 minutes the previous year. Usage statistics indicate that SICE has also seen increased activity:  during the same period in 2003, SICE received 1.1 million visits; in 2002, the total for June – December was 921,000 visits; in 2001, the same timeframe saw 615,000 visits; and in 2000, the figure was 522,000. 


b)
(i) FTAA Official Website


As part of the Tripartite Committee, SICE designs, manages and updates the official FTAA website (http://www.ftaa-alca.org, http://www.alca-ftaa.org and www.zlea.org) on behalf of member countries.  This effort was recognized by Trade Ministers at their Miami Ministerial meeting in November 2003, who thanked the Tripartite Committee for “redesigning and maintaining the official FTAA website.” During the period covered by this report, SICE has continued to update the website, adding press releases from the Co-Chairs, submissions from candidate sites for the FTAA Secretariat, trade capacity building strategy papers, and submissions from civil society. 


Client tracking software indicates a total of about 350,000 visits during the period between June and December 2004, an average of more then 1600 visitors a day. The average visit length was just over 14 minutes. 



(ii) The FTAA Document Distribution Service (Secure Site)



The FTAA Secure Document Distribution Service is a secure method of storing and distributing current and archival documents for the FTAA process.  The secure site began operations on May 1, 1999, with 598 documents.  By June 30, 1999, the secure site had 1200 documents; in March 2000 it had approximately 2500, by the end of 2000 the number of FTAA documents nearly tripled, reaching a total of almost 6000, and by the end of 2001, this number had reached approximately 9,400.  By March 2002 there were over 10,400 documents on the Secure Site and as of December 2004 there were more than 25,000 documents. Modifications continue to be made to individual sections of the secure site in order to increase user-friendliness and keep up with the growing user demands of the site. 


c)  
Trade Capacity Building and Outreach Activities



(i) Trade Reference Centers for the Caribbean Countries



During the second half of 2004, SICE began to develop the Caribbean Trade Reference Centers. A major need identified in the CARICOM countries’ National Strategies for Trade Capacity Building, conducted under the auspices of the FTAA Hemispheric Cooperation Programme (HCP), was for access to information on trade.  While the Internet has provided a user-friendly and efficient information dissemination mechanism, in many countries members of the private sector and civil society – as well as government officials – may not have easy or low-cost access to the internet. In addition, the complexity of the negotiating agenda, coupled with the growing number of negotiations, has increased the cost of keeping up to date on these developments, at the same time that there is an increased demand from civil society for information on trade agreements and trade-related information.  The aim of the Trade Reference Centers is to facilitate the access to information on the topics addressed in trade negotiations and to increase public awareness on trade issues in Caribbean countries by making available locally a database of relevant trade-related information, including trade agreements, national legislation, data, and  related information on trade topics under negotiation. Trade Reference Center material will be stored locally on desktop computers that will be accessible to the public, and the information will also be disseminated on CDs or other electronic means to reach as wide an audience as possible. 



(ii) Trade-Related Training Websites




During the period of this report, SICE worked closely with the Trade Unit to maintain the website for the OAS-WTO Trade Course for government officials (http://tradecourse.sice.oas.org) as well as for other training courses. SICE staff provided the design for the Website, including a designated section for course participants, and regularly updated the site. SICE also provided support to the Trade Unit’s NETAMERICAS Website (www.netamericas.net). 



(iii) Civil Society Outreach



SICE has worked with partners in the OAS Trade Unit/OTGC, the OAS Trust for the Americas, and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to develop websites and CDs of targeted relevant trade-related information for dissemination to specific audiences, including civil society groups, journalists and parliamentarians. 

4.
Inter-institutional cooperation and collaboration


a)
The Tripartite Committee


The Trade Unit has been working for nine years with the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), within the Tripartite Committee, in order to provide technical support to FTAA entities (Ministerial meetings, the Trade Negotiations Committee, Negotiating Groups, Special Committees and Consultative Group).  To maximize the comparative advantage of each institution, support for the Negotiating Groups was divided among members of the Tripartite Committee, so as to make the most effective use of limited resources.  The three institutions take turns in coordinating the work of the Committee, for six months each. During 2004, coordination was in the hands of the OAS and the IDB, respectively, while ECLAC took over coordination of the TPC during the first half of 2005.


In January 2005, the Tripartite Committee published a study entitled A Comparative Guide to the Chile-United States Free Trade Agreement and the Dominican Republic-Central American-United States Free Trade Agreement.  The document consists of two main parts:  a comparative study of the provisions in the Agreements and a comparative –-side-by-side-- matrix of the legal texts of the Agreements.  The study aims to facilitate the comparative analysis by academics, negotiators, trade officials, and students.  With this document, the Tripartite Committee has launched a series of comparative studies on regional trade agreements that will eventually include other trade agreements signed within the Americas and between countries in the Americas and their extra-hemispheric partners. 


b)
Other inter-institutional activities


The Trade Unit has continued to work in close cooperation with the IDB and with ECLAC, within the Tripartite Committee, in support of hemispheric trade and economic integration. It has also worked on specific trade capacity building projects with other international institutions, such as the WTO, UNCTAD, the World Bank, the OECD, and sub-regional bodies such as the OECS Secretariat, the CARICOM Secretariat, SIECA, the Andean Community Secretariat, and the Caribbean Negotiating Machinery (CRNM). These projects are specifically referred to in the following section on trade related capacity building and cooperation.


Particularly noteworthy is the fact that the WTO Ministers responsible for Trade at their meeting in Doha in November 2001 endorsed the “New Strategy for WTO Technical Cooperation for Capacity Building, Growth and Integration” and the OAS is explicitly referred to as a WTO partner in the strategy for Latin America and the Caribbean as follows:


“Assisting the countries in their economic integration process. This includes preparation and negotiations on a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), to show to the officials involved in regional integration negotiations, the importance and extent of their countries’ multilateral commitments and the necessity to strive for WTO consistency in regional agreements. The principal partner with the WTO in this area would be the OAS.”

5.
Trade-related capacity building and cooperation


The Office of Trade, Growth and Competitiveness responded to trade capacity building needs identified by Member states, particularly the smaller economies, in their National and/or Regional Trade Capacity Building Strategies, under the FTAA Hemispheric Cooperation Program as well as under other cooperation processes associated with trade and integration agreements in the Americas.

In addition to a continued dialogue with the countries on their HCP Trade-Related Capacity Building Strategies, staff from the OTGC participated in meetings of the Trade Capacity Building Groups convened in the context of the CAFTA-DR, Panama-US FTA, and the Andean countries-US FTA negotiations to discuss their trade-related needs to participate in trade negotiations, implement their commitments and transition to free trade.


The following are some of the initiatives carried out during the period of this report:


a)
TCB Program for the Caribbean: 



This program includes six projects on: impact studies, legal modernization, trade reference centers, public information, “one-stop shops” for investment facilitation, and the establishment of a local advisory / steering committee.

Legal Modernization Project.  This project will allow increased transparency through universal and timely access to trade related laws and regulations that have a direct impact on the conduct of international trade and commerce in the region. The improvement of access and analysis of laws and regulations in the region will facilitate the development and amendment of statutes and regulations with a view to ensuring WTO/FTAA compliance. This project is being executed in the OECS Countries.

An MOU with the University of the West Indies, Faculty of Law Library was signed in September 2004 in order to begin implementation of the project with a view placing the trade related laws on line by the end of the year.

Establishment of Trade Reference Center for entire CARICOM.  This project seeks to establish trade reference centers in each of the CARICOM countries (with the exception of Belize and Jamaica as these will be done by the IDB).  These reference centers would provide computers and data base access dedicated to guiding the user through the wealth of information on trade issues and trade negotiations that is available. It will provide a platform for the dissemination of information pertinent to ongoing trade negotiations in the various multilateral, hemispheric and regional to the interested public; and sensitize the public to the importance, relevance and impact of international trade/economic developments to the continued development of the Caribbean countries. The database will also be provided in the form of CDs for the Governments to disseminate to the relevant national agencies. (see more information under the SICE section)

Publication of Text on CARICOM Trade Issues.  This project involves the publication of a text examining by issue area the challenges facing the CARICOM region, the present international framework and the possibilities for the future of trade.  The chapters have been commissioned by regional negotiators and practitioners. 
OECS Investment Promotion and Facilitation -Creation of “One Stop Shops”.  The objective of this project is to identify the best approach to setting up "One-Stop Shops" (OSS) in the OECS countries with a view to providing a more streamlined and investor-friendly policy environment, including the simplification of administrative procedures and various bureaucratic processes investors have to go through to establish themselves in those countries. 

Impact Studies for Key Economic Sectors.  The Trade Unit is working with Caribbean consultants to carry out impact assessments on key economic sectors. This project will bring together key academics, practitioners and policy makers to undertake an in-depth assessment of select issues of priority interest to the region with a view to moving forward in these areas. A conference will be organized to disseminate the results of the studies and deliberations to the Caribbean trade practitioners, students, academics and the wider international trade community.  Subject to further consultation the studies to be undertaken would include the following:

· An assessment of the Services Potential in the OECS countries: Recommendations for Future Development

· Diversification of the Agricultural Sector: Possibilities for non-traditional exports

· An Investment Attraction Strategy for the OECS:  Facilitating Increased Investment    Flows to the Region

· Operationalizing the “Treatment of Differences in Size and Levels of Development” for the OECS in the FTAA and beyond.


b)
Training Programs for Government Officials and Trade Policy Dialogues with Civil  Society: 

(i)  Comprehensive two-to-six week trade policy courses in association with prestigious academic institutions.  Examples include:

· An Advanced Training Course for Government Officials in Multilateral and Regional Trade Issues for the Americas.  In June 2004 the Advanced Training Course for Government Officials in Multilateral and Regional Trade Issues for the Americas was delivered to Spanish-speaking participants, and was organized by the OAS in partnership with the WTO at Georgetown University in Washington DC.  The WTO has recommended that the course serve as a model for the delivery of the Doha Development Agenda Short Trade Policy Courses.


(ii) Trade Capacity Building Program for the Implementation and Administration of Free Trade Agreements. 

· Building upon the success of the May 2004 Training Module on “Hemispheric Experiences in the Administration of Free Trade Agreements,” financed by CIDA, and responding to further requests for follow up activities, the Trade Unit and the Mexican Subsecretaria de Negociaciones Comerciales Internacionales have developed a Trade Capacity Building Program for the Implementation and Administration of Free Trade Agreements. This Program will be based mainly on the Mexican experience in this topic (considered as a good model by many Latin American countries), but will also take into account other best practices in the Hemisphere. Participants in this first seminar included the Andean and Central American countries, Panama, the Dominican Republic, Paraguay and Uruguay. A regional seminar on the administration of rules of origin and customs procedures has been scheduled to take place in June 2005 with participants from the same countries.

(iii) Cycle of Conferences, Workshops and Trade Policy Dialogues. Under this cost-effective and flexible modality, one (or two) expert on a particular trade issue visits a country for two-to-four day missions and participates in a variety of activities tailored, among others, to: executives and private sector leaders; government officials; NGOs, parliamentarians or journalists. Activities under this modality were conducted in the Andean Community and Panama. Many activities were also conducted in the context of the CAFTA negotiations in 2003.

· Conference: “The Panamanian Integration to the Regional and Global Economy: The challenges and Opportunities of Trade Agreements,” Panama City, Panama, April 19-20, 2004.  The OAS Trade Unit and the Panamanian private sector Association of Business Executives (APEDE in Spanish) organized this conference in preparation for the launching of the Panama-US bilateral  trade negotiations. The conference gathered high-level experts from international organizations and speakers from countries such as Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Mexico, who spoke about the public and private sectors experience in multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations. Participants included the Panamanian private sector, trade negotiators, academics and journalists, among others. To view the presentations made at this conference, please visit: http://www.sice.oas.org/TUnit/Seminar/04April_Panama/Panama_program.asp
· Workshop: “Impact of NAFTA in the Mexican agricultural sector: Lessons for the Panamanian agricultural sector”, in Santiago, Veraguas and David, Chiriquí, May 27-28, 2004. At the request of the Panamanian government, and in conjunction with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA in Spanish), the Panamanian Chamber of Comerse, APEDE, the Trade Unit organized two workshops to examine the potential implications of trade negotiations over the agriculture sector. International experts spoke to agricultural producers and other representatives of the private sector about the need for transition policies in light of trade liberalization; the need to strengthen productive chains; and the need for institutional changes.  The workshops took place in the cities of Santiago, Veraguas and David, Chiriquí.

· Seminar/Workshop: Preparation of the Peruvian SME vis-a-vis the Andean-US FTA, October 14-15, 2004, organized by the Peruvian Government.  Financing was provided for the participation of the President of Costa Rica Provee who shared with the Peruvian small and medium entrepreneurs the experience of that institution dedicated to identifying, supporting and developing business between multinationals and Costa Rican enterprises.

· Seminar/Workshop: Preparation of the SMEs from the Macro Región Sur  vis-a-vis the Andean-US FTA, October 18-19, 2004, organized by the Peruvian Government. Cuzco. Financing was provided for the participation of a representative of a small Guatemalan enterprise who shared with the SMEs from the Macro Región Sur of Perú the experience of an association project in the area of handicrafts that has allowed its members to successfully penetrate the US market.

· Seminar/Workshop: SMEs Alliances vis-a-vis the FTA: Strengthening the Productive Capacity and the Internationalization of SMEs, October 27, 2004., organized by Andean Development Corporation (CAF).  Guayaquil.  The OAS provided financing for the participation of a representative of a successful Salvadorian association project.The presentation of various concrete association experiences was followed by a workshop where the participating SMEs started the preparation of regional projects in several clusters including: food, textiles and clothing, wood and furniture, and handicrafts.

(iv) Sub-regional Seminars and Workshops on Trade Specific Issues



These are addressed to government officials in the areas of expertise of the Trade Unit.

· Intensive Course on Investor-State Dispute Settlement in Investment Agreements. Bogota, April 26-28, 2004. In response to requests for assistance in the area of investment by Andean Community countries--either directly to the OAS Trade Unit or in their National Strategies--an Intensive Course on Investor-State Dispute Settlement was organized in Bogotá in April, 2004, in cooperation with the Colombian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Tourism and with the financial support of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).  Geared towards officials with direct responsibilities in the area of investment, the three-day course allowed participants to familiarize themselves with the main issues related to investor-state dispute settlement, including recent developments in this area such as the Chile-US Free Trade Agreement and the Central America-US Free Trade Agreement. The course drew on the expertise of government officials from the United States, Canada, Mexico, Chile, and Costa Rica, specialists from the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) and lawyers with experience in investor-state dispute settlement cases. 

· Course on Trade in Services for Government Officials of the Andean Community. Bogota, May 10-14, 2004. In a joint effort, the OAS Trade Unit and the World Bank Institute organized a training course on services issues for government officials of Andean Community countries in response to requests made by these countries in their National Strategies.  The course should help Andean Community governments be better prepared for the challenges they face in the area of services negotiations, namely: parallel negotiations at the multilateral, regional and, in some cases, bilateral level.  With the participation of leading experts in the field, the course will cover issues such as: general aspects of services trade; services trade at the multilateral and regional level; statistics gathering and analysis; domestic regulation in services; trade through the movement of natural persons; and, practical issues of services negotiations – listing of commitments.
· Seminar on the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. Bogotá, May 19-20, 2004. Following a request from the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Tourism of Colombia and as a response to similar needs indicated by other Andean Community countries in their National Strategies, a Seminar on the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights was held in Bogotá, Colombia.  The two-day seminar was geared to government officials responsible for these issues as well as parliamentarians and journalists.  The purpose was to provide informative sessions and discussions on some of the most important issues being considered as part of the intellectual property agenda with the participation of internationally recognized experts from the United States, Chile, Peru, Ecuador and the United Kingdom.  
·  Andean Seminar on Technical Barriers to Trade. Quito, Ecuador, September 9, 2004.  At the request of the Government of Ecuador, the Trade Unit organized, with the cooperation of the Ecuadorian Standards Institute, a regional seminar on technical barriers to trade with the participation of government officials responsible for the area of standards from Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru as well as private sector representatives.  Participants had the opportunity to discuss with international experts issues such as the treatment of standards in international trade agreements, the implementation and administration of international agreements on this issue, the notification process and its relationship with the exporting sector. 

·  Third Intensive Training Course on International Investment Arrangements (IIAs). Lima, Peru, October 13-22, 2004.  This intensive training course is organized by UNCTAD and the OAS Trade Unit, jointly with the Universidad de Lima, the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, PROINVERSION, and the General Secretariat of the Andean Community. The objective of the course is to familiarize Latin American government officials who are directly responsible for investment negotiations with the main issues related to investment agreements, particularly with the new developments in free trade agreements. The course program will draw on the expertise of recognized professors of international law and investment, and specialists from international organizations such as the OAS and UNCTAD. It will also benefit from inputs of practitioners and representatives of the private sector.  

c) Program to support initiatives for the modernization of government procurement systems 

· Government Procurement and Trade Capacity Building in the Andean countries. In coordination with the General Secretariat of the Andean Community and financing from the United States Permanent Mission to the OAS, a program is being implemented for the development of e-government procurement electronic information systems in the Andean countries.


Activities include a review of the state of development of electronic information systems, including small business participation in government procurement, and the identification of national priority technical cooperation needs.  A Subregional Strategy meeting has been scheduled for May 2005 to exchange experiences and explore possibilities of mutual support and joint efforts to modernize government procurement as tools for trade and development in light of lessons learned and current best practices. Based on common Andean and national specific needs, the project will support the mobilization of experts and missions of national strategy makers and program managers to leading institutions in the Hemisphere for the preparation of national and subregional e-government procurement program development and projects profiles. 


The Andean Project carried out a Meeting of Coordination hosted by the General Secretariat of the Andean Community on July 26-27, 2004 in Lima, Peru, to review descriptive profiles of the state of development of e-government procurement in each country and updated the work plan for 2004-2005, including pilot initiatives to foster SMEs participation in e-government procurement.  SMEs participation in e-government procurement is an area of activity that has received a strong support from the Latin American SMEs confederations that met in Bogotá, in June 4, 2004, under the joint sponsorship of CLAMPI and the E-Government Procurement Program coordinated by the OAS Trade Unit and supported by the United Sates and the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas. A Seminar on Strategies and Inter-American Cooperation in e-government procurement took place in Sao Paulo, Brazil, September 14-17, 2004, as well as an electronic forum and on-line course on these subjects. The issue of SMEs participation in E-Government Procurement is a central theme in all of these activities. 


Government Procurement and Trade Capacity Building in Central America.  The project was formulated taking into account explicit OAS member states technical cooperation priorities and flexibility to adjust support as a function of the various degrees of government procurement modernization and evolving priorities reflected in the Central American Trade Capacity Building Strategies. The project will provide government strategy makers and managers with an opportunity to cooperate among themselves and with experienced practitioners of the Americas in reviewing lessons learned and current practices in leading institutions. More specifically, it will assist Central American countries in defining their own government procurement modernization strategies, including institutional coordination, road maps and approaches to financing.  The initial focus will be in reviewing current procurement processes and establishing electronic systems that will make feasible gathering and disseminating through the Internet current, reliable, complete and comparable information on government procurement operations.  For the implementation of this project, the Office of Trade, Growth and Competitiveness has received grants from the U.S. Mission to the OAS in the amount of US$300,000, a contribution in the order of US$ 90,000 from the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA) and scholarships for 25 participants from the OAS Department of Scholarships. 

d)
 Program to support the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises’ (MSMEs) participation in government procurement 




The Office of Trade, Growth and Competitiveness is assisting countries in the execution of a FEMCIDI project to strengthen the institutional framework for micro, small and medium enterprises, in order to increase their participation in trade and investment in the region.

· E-SME Project for Competitiveness, Trade and Development in Central America.  The Trade Unit is supporting the execution of a sub-regional project aiming to strengthen Central American SMEs capabilities to benefit from trade agreements. The project, which has received partial financing from the OAS FEMCIDI, focuses on SMEs’ utilization of information and communication technology as well as well as Internet resources to support SMEs’ exports, participation in local and international supply chains, establishment of enterprises and participation in government procurement.  For the implementation of this initiative, the Office for Trade, Growth and Competitiveness is relying on leading national institutions that work closely with SMEs in Central America in the provision of technical and commercial support services for both subregional and national activities.  To develop this project, the Unit has initiated coordination with CENPROMYPE, SIECA, IDB and ICA/IDRC.  Coordination is also intended to take place with local USAID offices. 


At the request of the Central American governments, the OTGC organized a meeting of the Central American Viceministers of Economy on August 27, 2004 in San Salvador, El Salvador.  The objective of the meeting was to coordinate actions for the Central American Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) Project and to share information on country priorities regarding SMEs. The Viceministers agreed to continue to work jointly to support SME development and competitiveness. In addition Three regional seminars and five national activities (1 in each Central American country) were conducted during 2004 and end of March 2005 on the utilization of information and communication technology as well as well as Internet resources to support SMEs’ exports, participation in local and international supply chains, establishment of enterprises and participation in government procurement.


e)
Dialogue with civil society on trade, globalization and development     
· In conjunction with the Trust of the Americas, and with financing from USAID, the Trade Unit assisted the Colombian government during the first phase of this project.  The project seeks to promote an informed dialogue with the private sector (large business and small and medium enterprises), NGOs, unions, academia, professional organizations and grass roots groups on the opportunities and challenges they face as a result of the free trade agreements being negotiated by Colombia as well as the wider issues related to developing and implementing the internal agenda on competitiveness and productivity required to ensure that the country as a whole benefits from these agreements.  The Trade Unit prepared informational materials and sent experts to the regional workshops that were organized in 16 cities of Colombia.  Training was also provided for the regional coordinators in 26 cities who provide support to the Local Advisory Committees, the focal points of an ongoing dialogue among different sectors on issues related to trade and the internal agenda. Support for a second round of workshops to be held in May-June, 2005 is also planned. 

· Seminar/Workshop: The Media and the Andean-US FTA. Quito, Ecuador, December 10-11 2004.  In cooperation with the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the seminar/workshop was organized for 40 journalists (written press, radio and TV) from the different regions of Ecuador.  With the participation of the Ecuadorian negotiating team and representatives of the private sector and academia, the seminar provided the participants with information and a wide range of views on the FTA being negotiated with the United States.  The journalists also participated in practical exercises and hands-on media training.


f)
Publications


The OTGC produces original studies, technical publications and books on multilateral and regional trade issues that are used in its training activities and also for wider dissemination among the interested public. 
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REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ON THE

DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (2005-2007)

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ON THE

DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (2005-2007)

BACKGROUND

During the Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development held February 11-12, 2002, at OAS headquarters, resolution CIDI/CIDS/RES. 1 (III-O/02), “Support for the Summit of the Americas Sustainable Development Initiatives,” was adopted, which assigned high priority to the preparation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS).

In response to this decision, on April 26, 2002, CEPCIDI integrated the Working Group on Sustainable Development, entrusting it with the task of following-up the decisions and mandates adopted at the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee, including the preparation of Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development.


In the course of the years 2003 and 2004, the Working Group reviewed a draft text of the Inter-American Program and prepared progress reports on this matter.

The CIDI, at its Eight Regular Meeting held at OAS headquarters on April 25, 2003, authorized CEPCIDI through resolution CIDI/RES. 132 (VIII-O/03) to adopt the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development ad referendum of CIDI. This mandate was renewed by CIDI at its Ninth Regular Meeting through resolution CIDI/RES. 149 (IX-O/04) “Status of the Preparation of the Draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development”.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORK

The Working Group on Sustainable Development received from the General Secretariat in the month of March 2003 the first draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development which was reviewed and discussed within the Group during the Chairmanship of Ms. Lisa Cummins, Alternate Representative of Barbados.

In the month of June, 2004, the Office of Sustainable Development and Environment presented the Working Group on Sustainable Development a new version of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development.

In the month of September, 2004, the Working Group on Sustainable Development began its deliberations under the chairmanship of Ms. Patricia Bozo, Alternate Representative of Bolivia, and Mr. Rodrigo Sotela, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica.

This second version of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development was analyzed in detail by the Working Group on Sustainable Development, and has received the comments and suggestions by representatives of the member states of the Organization.

During this last period of activities, the Working Group has made significant progress in the review process of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, and with a view of reaching a consensus and cohesion of the final text of the document, the Working Group has agreed to request CEPCIDI the renewal of the mandate to continue the preparation of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development.

At the same time, and taking into account the holding of the up-coming First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, to be held in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, October 20-21, 2005, the Working Group has agreed that consideration be given to the approval of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development at that level.
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RESOLUTIONS APPROVED BY THE 

INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT 

(To be reviewed by the Style Committee)

CIDI/RES. 162 (X-O/05)

strengthening mechanisms for policy dialogue
for integral development

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1981 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”;

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, the Heads of State and Government recognized the central role that the OAS plays in supporting the Summits process.  Further, they gave instructions for the strengthening and reform, where appropriate, of the Organization’s institutional and financial mechanisms for supporting the Summits of the Americas process with regard to technical secretariat and support functions for ministerial and sectoral meetings on issues of import to the Organization; 

That Article 31 of the OAS Charter establishes that inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of member states, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the inter-American system;
That the 1993 Protocol of Managua created CIDI in order to make OAS technical cooperation an effective and efficient tool to assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and eradicate poverty;

That sectoral meetings at the ministerial level and meetings of the inter-American committees within the framework of CIDI have generated great dynamism in the follow-up of the Summits of the Americas; and

That partnership for development efforts, in which countries at different stages of development and with different levels of experience participate, take place at two strategic levels:  the political level, intended to strengthen dialogue, agreements, and institutional mechanisms in order to identify priority areas to ensure targeted implementation, and the level of technical cooperation, aimed at implementing political decisions and priorities through cooperation activities, programs, and projects, within the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005; and

BEARING IN MIND:

The need to strengthen partnership for development and to invest cooperation mechanisms within the inter-American system with greater coherence, relying on cooperation from international agencies for support to member states in the design of policies and in the preparation and implementation of the priority cooperation programs, projects, and activities of the member states;

The importance of the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees in defining priorities to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development, and the role that the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) should play in increasing the effectiveness of said implementation and in confronting the challenges of economic growth, alleviation of extreme poverty, and democratic governance;

That CIDI is the main inter-American forum for dialogue on integral development issues, and that it should generate mechanisms for strengthening partnership for development and act as a catalyst for mobilizing human, technical, and financial resources, and as a coordinator, within the OAS, for implementation of the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas process, in accordance with the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development;

That Executive Order No. 05-03 established that the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) shall consist of the Office of Education, Science, and Technology; the Office of Sustainable Development and Environment; the Office of Scholarships, Training, and Information Technology; the Office of Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness; the Office of Development Policies and Programs; and the Secretariat of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission, for the purpose, inter alia, of contributing to strengthening mechanisms for policy dialogue; and

That the current Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development is in effect until 2005, and it is therefore essential to begin consideration of the new plan for 2006-2009,

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate its commitment to continue strengthening those mechanisms for policy dialogue and partnership for development that assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and combat poverty.

2. To reiterate that the cooperation programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by member states, in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, must respond to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and to the policies and guidelines established at ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees in order to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development and the reinforcement of cooperation strategies arising therefrom.

3. To agree that its regular meetings, within the framework of the Strategic Plan, must play a more active role in intersectoral coordination and sharing of experiences.   
4. To take note of the progress made regarding mechanisms of the Scholarship and Training Programs and the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), administered by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), in view of said progress and of any restructuring of the Secretariat that might be carried out by the Secretary General as well as of the recommendations handed down by the Management Board of the IACD, with conducting a comprehensive examination of the Agency’s operations and funding and with presenting its conclusions and recommendations to CIDI. 

5. To request the sectoral authorities to review, at ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, with a view to recommending adjustments in the priorities of their respective areas.

6. To request authorities involved in sectoral processes to ensure coordination with other member states in the preparation of ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees, with support from the General Secretariat, and, in particular, the units and offices that serve as technical secretariats for those processes, so as to allow for a substantive dialogue with a view to formulating policies, defining priorities, and developing activities.

7. To suggest to the sectoral authorities that, in preparing for, conducting, and following up on ministerial meetings or meetings of the inter-American committees, they give consideration to active participation by the relevant international organs, agencies, and entities, particularly those of the inter-American system, to enable member states to benefit from their skills, knowledge, and experiences in defining policies and in designing and implementing partnership for development programs, projects, and activities.

8. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and, in particular, its offices responsible for serving as technical secretariats for sectoral processes within CIDI to give preference to said processes in their activities and to ensure that this is reflected in any work plans and reports they present

9. To entrust the Summits of the Americas Secretariat with coordinating and supporting linkages between ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees and the Summits of the Americas process, as well as with the distribution of information to the follow-up mechanisms of that process.

10. To instruct CEPCIDI to begin consideration of the new Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, for 2006-2009, and to approve it ad referendum of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.

11. To instruct SEDI to prepare a progress report on achievement of the objectives of the current Strategic Plan in order to facilitate CEPCIDI’s evaluation of said Plan.
CIDI/RES. 163 (X-O/05)

STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL COOPERATION FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 144 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1982 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”, and

CONSIDERING:

That, according to Article 94 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and Article 1 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), CIDI is an organ of the OAS whose purpose is to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty;
That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 provides that technical cooperation is important and embraces all member states, regardless of their level of development;
That the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) is funded with voluntary contributions from member states and that its purpose is to contribute to the financing of national and multinational cooperation programs, projects, and activities carried out under the Strategic Plan;
That, notwithstanding the important efforts made by member states to obtain the resources contributed each year to FEMCIDI, these resources are insufficient to fund all the projects presented due to their high number;  

The need for the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) to make special efforts to mobilize, from different sources, additional financial and other non-reimbursable resources, to fund technical cooperation programs, projects, activities and initiatives for integral development; 
That the Strategic Plan indicates that, in the spirit of the partnership for development, national institutions taking part in cooperation activities will have to take into account the priority areas and the guidelines contained in the Strategic Plan, to ensure that the projects and activities related to the Plan are tied to mandates of the Summits, ministerial meetings, or meetings of the inter-American committees and give priority to those of a multinational character;

That CIDI, in its resolution CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04), decided that cooperation programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by member states, within the framework of the Strategic Plan, must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, the ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees so that cooperation strategies deriving therefrom may be strengthened;

That the Strategic Plan indicates that cooperation activities in the priority areas must, to the extent possible, include in their formulation, implementation, and evaluation the following:  (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) human resource development; and (d) gender equality and equity.

That the technical secretariats of ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees provide support to member states in the preparation of projects funded with FEMCIDI resources and carry out activities to coordinate and execute said projects, as requested;
That the IACD is implementing a mechanism for evaluating cooperation activities funded by FEMCIDI, the first evaluation cycle having concluded successfully;

That in addition to the evaluation that is made once a project is concluded, it is very important that projects be monitored during the course of their execution; 
That the member states, with support from the General Secretariat, have presented proposal and are executing projects financed with FEMCIDI resources, that implement mandates of the ministerial meetings; and

That the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) made progress in its consideration of the document CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc. 252/04 Rev.9 “Criteria for the Selection and Evaluation of Partnership for Development Activities” of FEMCIDI,
RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate that technical cooperation for integral development programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by the member states must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, in particular mandates of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, contribute particularly to the elimination of extreme poverty and that priority be given to those of a multilateral character, while recognition of the importance of national projects to member states is maintained.
2. To recommend to member states that, to the extent possible, the cooperation activities they present in the priority areas of the Strategic Plan include, as elements in their formulation, implementation, and evaluation, the following:  (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) human resource development; and (d) gender equality and equity; and to instruct the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), when considering cooperation projects, when preparing the preliminary programming proposal for the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and when evaluating technical cooperation activities, to verify whether the projects have included those elements, when appropriate.
3. To recommend once again to the ministerial meetings and inter-American committees that they consider the formulation of projects that implement the mandates and political decisions referred to in the preceding operative paragraph, for timely presentation by a member state for financing from a variety of sources, including FEMCIDI. 
4. To instruct the General Secretariat, in all its areas, to provide coordinated support to member states in the formulation, consolidation, execution, monitoring and coordination of projects referred to in the preceding operative paragraph, as requested, and in the mobilization of resources.
5. To call upon the member states to increase, to the extent possible, their contributions to finance partnership for development activities; and to renew its instruction to the IACD to make special efforts to obtain, from different sources, additional non-reimbursable financial and non-financial resources.  In that connection, special attention must be paid to the permanent observers.
6. To instruct the IACD to continue to implement increased collaboration and synergy among partnership for development programs and activities carried out by the different areas of the General Secretariat, particularly FEMCIDI, the fellowship and training programs, the Education Portal of the Americas, and potential external partners, and to report to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) in that regard. 
7. To note the results of the first FEMCIDI project evaluation cycle implemented by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development IACD.
8. To instruct that the findings obtained from that evaluation of the projects and programs be used by the partnership for development actors to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness, impact, and sustainability of the positive results of partnership for development activities and to support the mobilization of other resources.
9. To note that CEPCIDI made progress in its consideration of the document “Criteria for the Selection and Evaluation of Partnership for Development Activities” of FEMCIDI.
10. To recommend the General Secretariat take into account the considerations and recommendations contained in this resolution, in the restructuring process.
CIDI/RES. 164 (X-O/05)

STRENGTHENING THE SUBSTANTIVE POLICY DIALOGUE IN THE FRAMEWORK

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);

That the Permanent Council (PC) and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) are principal organs of the Organization of American States (OAS), on an equal footing and at the same juridical and political level, and directly answerable to the General Assembly;    
That each of the two Councils has the functions assigned to it in the OAS Charter and in other inter-American instruments, as well as those conferred on it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs;

That the purpose of CIDI is to promote partnership for development among the American states with a view to achieving their integral development, and, in particular, contributing to the elimination of extreme poverty, the principal scourge that the Hemisphere faces;

That the OAS Charter establishes that CIDI shall hold at least one meeting each year at the ministerial or equivalent level and shall have the right to convene meetings at the same level for the specialized or sectorial topics it considers relevant, within its sphere of competence;

That inter-American ministerial meetings in the different sectoral areas have been taking place with great success and have given rise to substantive and productive dialogues among their respective authorities; 

That resolution AG/RES. 1981 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development,” instructs CIDI to continue considering mechanisms and methods for furthering the process of strengthening policy dialogue and partnership for development, particularly as regards following up on the Summits of the Americas process and the structure, representation, nature, and purpose of CIDI’s regular and special meetings and their relationship with the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), and to submit its conclusions and recommendations to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session;

That, pursuant to its Statutes, CIDI comprises one principal representative, of ministerial or equivalent rank, for each member state, who is specially appointed by the respective government;

That CIDI catalyzes the mobilization of human, technical, and financial resources and, within the OAS, coordinates implementation of the mandates arising out of the Summits of the Americas process, in its area of competence, in accordance with the provisions of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development; and


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the important mandates emanating from CIDI, the sectoral and, ministerial meetings, as well as those from meetings of high level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, scientific, and technological areas, makes it necessary and fundamental for the Member States to maintain, in the meetings of such Council, a substantive policy dialogue on the topic that is covered and to achieve progress in the formulation of policies, the definition of priorities and the development of specific actions aimed at promoting integral development,

RESOLVES:


1.
To ask the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to select, at least 6 months in advance, the specific topic that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) will consider during its next meeting, so that the member states may be properly informed on the topic that they will cover and so that CEPCIDI and the General Secretariat of the OAS can carry out the preparatory work necessary to facilitate the substantive policy dialogue that is sought.

2.
To invite the member countries of the Organization of American States (OAS) to appoint representatives at the ministerial level, its equivalent, or high authorities linked to the topic under consideration, to attend the regular meetings of CIDI, so that it gives rise, at the political level indicated in the OAS Charter, to the mandates, guidelines, and recommendations that should be implemented, and to follow–up on the work of its subsidiary organs and of the General Secretariat.

3.
To request CEPCIDI to ensure, pursuant to Title III of CIDI’s Rules of Procedure and in coordination with the member states of the Organization and the pertinent authorities in the General Secretariat, that steps are taken to promote an in-depth policy dialogue at the ministerial level, its equivalent or with high authorities linked to the topic under consideration, aimed at formulating policies, defining priorities, and carrying out activities.

4.
To encourage the member states, with the support of the OAS General Secretariat, to promote and foster, among their governments, the participation of representatives at the ministerial level, its equivalent, or high authorities linked to the topic under consideration, at the regular meetings of CIDI.

5. 
To recommend that CEPCIDI evaluate the usefulness of having more than one regular meeting of CIDI each year, so that it would be possible to deal with procedural matters, particularly those that must be carried out prior to a General Assembly, separately from those issues requiring a substantive dialogue. 

CIDI/RES. 165 (X-O/05)

PoVERTY, EquiTY and SOCIAL INCLUSION: FOLLOW-UP TO THE

DeclaraTION OF Margarita

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 113 (VII-O/02), CIDI/RES. 130 (VIII-O/03), CIDI/RES. 145 (IX-O/03), AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03, AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04) “Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion” and CEPCIDI/RES. 90 (LXXXIX-O/03)  “High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion”,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion, which took place in Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, from October 8 to 10, 2003, adopted the Declaration of Margarita”, document RANPEIS/DEC. 1/03,

CONSIDERING:


That Article 2.g of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;
That the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, states that “[w]e shall spare no effort to free our fellow citizens from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty”;


That the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas, recognizes that overcoming poverty, hunger, and social inequality are major challenges facing many countries of the Hemisphere in the 21st century;


That in the same Declaration the Heads of State and Government urged the OAS to carefully consider the recommendations approved at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, to strengthen the hemispheric social agenda; 


That the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that “the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American states”;

That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04) “Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion”, endorsed the Declaration of Margarita;

That the General Assembly took note, through resolution AG/RES 1983 (XXXIV-O/04), of the proposal to implement a follow-up to the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion, contained in CEPCIDI/doc. 594/03, as well as of the methodology for that implementation, document CEPCIDI/doc. 611/04 corr.1; 

That in the Declaration of Margarita, the high level authorities of the OAS member states responsible for social development policies and programs, expressed their commitment to contributing, through the Inter-American Council for Integral Development as the hemispheric policy forum for dialogue on combating poverty, to the follow-up and evaluation of the eight development goals established in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit;

That the United Nations, through its Development Program (UNDP), the Economic Commission for Latin American and the Caribbean (ECLAC), as well as the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and other specialized agencies of the inter-American system, have given ample consideration to the goals established in the Declaration of the United National Millennium Summit;

That, to a large extent, the follow-up to the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion will take place in the context of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development;  but that the Declaration of Margarita specifically proposes that the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) consider the need to deepen the commitments undertaken in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, and explore the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this aim; and
That resolution AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) instructed the Permanent Council and CIDI, in light of the results of the Meeting of Margarita, to define jointly new actions to strengthen existing mechanisms for cooperation to support the OAS member states in combating poverty,

RESOLVES:

1. To suggest that the General Assembly reiterate its recommendation to the Permanent Council and CIDI that they give careful consideration to the recommendations approved during the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion. 

2. To reiterate the proposal made in that Meeting regarding the need to deepen the commitments undertaken in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, and explore the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this aim 

3. To recommend to the General Assembly that, in light of the commitment adopted in the Declaration of Margarita, it convoke, during the second half of 2005, a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to contribute to the follow up, evaluation and supervision of the eight development goals established in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit for the year 2015.

4. To recommend to the General Assembly that it encourage the member states to report, during that joint meeting, on progress in the achievement of their respective national goals as they pertain to the Millennium Development Goals. 

5.  To recommend to the General Assembly that the joint meeting be carried out with the participation of experts in this area, particularly the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), as well as other pertinent agencies of the inter-American system, so that they can report on the progress made toward the Millennium Development Goals at the hemispheric level. 

6. To request the General Secretariat to lend its support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, for holding that joint meeting.  

7. To instruct CEPCIDI to report on the implementation of this resolution at the next regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development.

CIDI/RES. 166 (X-O/05)

Microcredit and microfinancing for 

job creation and poverty alleviation and instruments

for furthering social cohesion and community participation

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

CONSIDERING:


That the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere, and that this commitment was ratified in resolutions AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03), a priority inspired by the principles of solidarity and inter-American cooperation in the quest for equity and social justice and the integral development of its peoples;


That, according to the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust: A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas, strengthening democratic governance calls for the elimination of poverty and social exclusion and the promotion of equitable economic growth, by means of sound public policies and good governance practices that promote equal opportunity, education, health, and full employment;


That, in the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas held in Miami, Santiago, and Quebec City, as well as that of the Special Summit of Nuevo Leon, and in their respective Plans of Action, the Heads of State of the Americas pledged to promote, strengthen, and support the microenterprise and small business sector through programs in the areas of information, training, technical assistance, financing, and association-building, enabling these sectors to thrive over the long term;


That microcredit and microfinancing are key elements of the central topic of the Summit of the Americas to be held this year in Argentina, which is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance;  


That the first of the development goals contained in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit is to meet the critical challenge of reducing extreme poverty in the world by half by the year 2015;


That the United Nations General Assembly, in resolution A/RES/53/197, of December 15, 1998, proclaimed the year 2005 as the International Year of Microcredit and requested that the observance of the Year be a special occasion for giving impetus to microcredit programs in all countries, in particular in the developing countries;


That Microcredit Summit was held in Washington, D.C., in 1997, during which a global campaign was launched in order to “reach 100 million of the world’s poorest families, especially the women of those families, with credit for self-employment and other financial and business services by the year 2005”;


That said campaign brings together public and private microcredit practitioners, educational institutions, donor agencies, governmental and nongovernmental organizations, and others involved with microcredit and microfinancing so that they may promote best practices in the field, learn from one other, and work toward reaching the Summit goal, and


That, in the framework of that global campaign, the Regional Microcredit Summit for Latin America and the Caribbean was held in Santiago, Chile (April 19-22, 2005),

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That a high percentage of families in the Hemisphere do not have access to, or are excluded from financial services and formal credit systems, since such credit operations with those families are not considered profitable for the formal banking system;


That in numerous Latin American and Caribbean countries a system is in place based on informal production activities that contribute to the survival of a large segment of the population;


That millions of people are striving to overcome social and economic exclusion by developing small-scale productive and commercial activities, both rural and urban, outside the formal economic structure, launching modest productive and trade initiatives that develop unused resources; work toward economic, social, political, and cultural development; and take solidarity concerns into account;


That it is essential to promote technological and productive innovation, access to arable land, irrigation, education, basic health care, gender equity, and economic and environmental sustainability so as to generate different forms of socially just production, marketing, and wealth distribution, which may contribute to meeting the needs of families and communities traditionally excluded from development processes, thus enabling the benefits of development to accrue equally to everyone;


That microcredit and microfinancing are important financial tools for fighting poverty; foster the creation of wealth, jobs, and economic security; and provide independence to people living in poverty, in particular women, helping to build an economy in which everyone may participate, without exclusion;


That microcredit and microfinancing help to forge ties of solidarity, democratic community participation, and social cohesion and integration; to stimulate local economies; and to promote collaboration among persons and institutions engaged in economic development; and 


That funds, especially those from governments and donors, must be made available and channeled to microcredit institutions, through independent lending institutions at national and regional levels,

RESOLVES:


1.
To invite the member states to create, promote and/or strengthen microcredit and microfinancing systems and institutions tailored to specific national and regional realities in order to facilitate the mobilization of resources for microcredit, to help reduce the economic vulnerability of families and persons who are excluded from the formal banking system.


2.
To invite the banking and financial institutions and savings and loan cooperatives, both public and private, as well as nongovernmental organizations, to establish microcredit and microfinancing services such that people may have quick access to credit on flexible terms and be able to repay the loan, in terms of rate, amount, and repayment period. 


3.
To urge member states to strive to increase the resources earmarked for microloans, through Official Development Assistance (ODA) and other channels, to those without access to the formal banking system and to invest in microfinance aimed at alleviating poverty, as a key aspect of their strategies to help meet the commitments contained in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit, especially with regard to poverty alleviation.


4.
To urge the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, and other regional institutions, banks, and financial corporations to increase the proportion of their loans and donations earmarked for microcredit and microfinancing.


5.
To request global and regional organizations and multilateral and bilateral governmental development agencies to continue to support through programs, including training and technical assistance programs, the development, strengthening, and modernization of microenterprises and small businesses to enable them to continue contributing to poverty alleviation in the Hemisphere.


6.
To recommend to the member states that their central, state or regional, and local governments encourage the procurement and/or use of goods and services produced by microenterprises and small businesses, to enable these producers to play a more active role in the country’s economic activities and help generate employment.


7.
To invite those countries that have developed successful microcredit and microfinancing systems and programs to share their experiences and best practices and to include in their cooperation projects offers to provide help and technical assistance in this field.

CIDI/RES. 167 (X-O/05)
strengthening of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

CONSIDERING:


That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government stated:  “We recognize that micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises constitute a fundamental component for economic growth, employment creation, and poverty reduction in our countries.  We will support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises through policies and programs that facilitate their consolidation and incorporation into the formal sector, allow their effective access to markets and to government procurement, and, inter alia, promote investment in and training of human resources, and facilitate access to credit, business development services, and new technologies in order to reduce administrative costs.  Additionally, we will promote greater international cooperation in order to foster the sharing of best practices for the development of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises”;


That the strengthening of the micro, small and medium enterprise, is a key element of the central topic of the Summit of the Americas to be held this year in Argentina, which is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance;


That, in the Ministerial Declaration of Quito, the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Trade adopted “the Hemispheric Cooperation Program as a priority of all our governments.  The Program is intended to strengthen the capacities of those countries seeking assistance to participate in the negotiations, implement their trade commitments, and address the challenges and maximize the benefits of hemispheric integration, including productive capacity and competitiveness in the region”; 

That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 (hereinafter “the Strategic Plan”) underscores efforts to support initiatives aimed at increasing the productivity and market access of small and micro enterprises and includes, among its objectives, support for activities to enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, and for projects and initiatives that strengthen the capacity of the business sector to generate employment and promote social well-being through foreign trade;


That the Strategic Plan recognizes the importance of supporting countries in the implementation of projects and activities in secondary and higher education that meet the needs of a constantly evolving labor market. It also includes measures designed to take advantage of new information and communication technologies; and


That, through the Hemispheric Cooperation Program, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Governments of Canada and the United States have allocated resources to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to strengthen the competitiveness of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises in order to promote trade and development through the use of Internet resources and information and communication technologies,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge the member states to continue to strengthen micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSME) so as to contribute to economic growth, job creation, and poverty alleviation in the countries of the Hemisphere.

2.
To request the relevant sectoral authorities to consider, during their ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, the advisability of formulating policies and programs in support of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises.
3. To encourage  the OAS General Secretariat to support, to the extent possible, efforts by member states aimed at strengthening the competitiveness of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises for trade and development by:

a. strengthening the institutional framework that supports the micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, in particular by facilitating their access to markets and to government procurement using electronic means in order to provide a broader dissemination of the existing opportunities available to them;

b. promoting the use by micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises of Internet resources and information and communication technologies, to improve quality management,  marketing, and to promote, accordingly, their association and participation in supply chains; 

c. human resource development and training for the micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises to meet the workforce needs of an increasingly knowledge-based economy.  

d.  transferring lessons learned and sharing best practices in order to contribute to accelerating the development of the micro, small and medium-sized enterprises and job creation.

CIDI/ RES. 168 (X-O/05)

study of the relationship between Trade,

debt and financing

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 146 (IX-O/04), “Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing”,
CONSIDERING:

That in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government committed to continue implementing sound macroeconomic policies, prudent fiscal and monetary policies, appropriate exchange rate regimes, prudent and appropriate public debt management, diversification of the economy, and the improvement of competitiveness;

That in that same Declaration the Heads of State and Government recognized the important role that trade plays in promoting sustained growth and economic development. They also maintained that sustainable economic growth is the most important factor for the management and servicing of public debt;

That the Declaration of Margarita, which contains the recommendations of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, voiced interest in advancing, through bilateral, regional, and global negotiations, the development of an open and transparent international trade system that promotes economic and social development and contributes to the fight against poverty, improved living standards, and enhanced trade opportunities for all; and

BEARING IN MIND:

The importance of international trade in the context of globalization and of the proposals to establish free trade areas in the Americas;

Paragraph 36 (“Trade, debt, and finance”) of the Doha Declaration, adopted on November 14, 2001, at the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO);

That in the Declaration of Nuevo León the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to advance the Doha Agenda in order to benefit all our economies, particularly developing economies, by promoting, among other measures, better access to markets, by eliminating export subsidies, and by substantially reducing trade-distorting domestic support;

That the Declaration of Managua underscored that, among other factors mentioned in the Monterrey Consensus, official development assistance and external debt relief, as appropriate, may help to improve the capacities of some countries to promote social and economic development, and that this should be accompanied by sound domestic macroeconomic policies. Therefore, it is necessary to keep working towards new financial and economic domestic and international policies, taking into account the social dimension and the principle of shared responsibility in this regard;

The report by the Working Group on Trade, Debt, and Finance to the General Council of the World Trade Organization (WT/WGTDF/2);

Paragraph 13 of the Ministerial Declaration of the FTAA, adopted at the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Trade of the Hemisphere (Declaration of Quito), which states that “[w]e also recognize the importance of encouraging the promotion of financial policies that are conducive to the growth of hemispheric trade and investment, which could help address the external debt problem of some countries in the Hemisphere”;

That on April 8, 2005, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04), a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) was held to study the relationship between trade, debt, and financing and to consider the impact of the debt service burden on the fight against poverty; and 
RESOLVES:


1. 
To take note of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to study the relationship between trade, debt, and financing and to consider the impact of the debt service burden on the fight against poverty, held on April 8, 2005.

2. To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare a detailed report of said joint meeting to be submitted to CEPCIDI and, once it is approved, disseminate it as widely as possible. To suggest as well to member states that it be used as input for deliberations and discussions aimed at defining policy in the economic and social area. 

CIDI/RES. 169 (X-O/05)

XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS


(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

BEARING IN MIND:

That the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress (IATC), held in Guatemala in June of 2003, provided a valuable opportunity for dialogue on the "New Challenges of the Tourism Sector and Hemispheric Responses to Sustain Recovery and Growth";

That during the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress the Government of Peru confirmed its offer made during the previous Congress, to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress;

That the Government of The Bahamas offered to be the site for the following Congress, or the alternate site for the XIX Congress, on the condition that it is given at least two years notice before the date of the event so that enough time is available for the promotion and organization of the event; 

That the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session endorsed, through resolution AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04), the “Declaration of Guatemala City” and the “Plan of Action for Sustainable Tourism Development in Collaboration with the Private Sector” and requested the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

The contributions to the generation of employment and the growing economic and social importance of the small tourism enterprise particularly in the smaller economies of the Hemisphere; 

The impact that the application of services in Internet and information and communication technology is having on the development of small tourism enterprise in areas such as training, marketing and banking,

HAVING SEEN the document submitted by the General Secretariat “Summary description of ongoing Programs and Activities in the Tourism Area: Report to the General Assembly pursuant to the Resolution AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04)”, document CIDI/doc. 10/05, 

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the progress made in the implementation of the “Plan of Action for Sustainable Tourism Development in collaboration with the private Sector.”

2.
To take note of the offer made by the Government of Peru to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, as well as of the offer made by the Government of The Bahamas as an alternative venue for said Congress. 

3.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting the efforts of the member states to achieve sustainable tourism in the Americas particularly as they relate to the development of the small tourism enterprise and to their utilization of services in Internet and electronic tools to strengthen their competitiveness in the global economy. 

4.
To request the General Secretariat to facilitate the coordination of activities and exchange of information among member states for the organization of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress as a high level hemispheric meeting involving the tourism authorities of the Member States of the Organization and representatives of the private sector. 

5.
To recommend that the agenda for the event addresses the issues related to the strengthening of tourism as a hemispheric development tool and in particular the role of the small tourism enterprise in the generation of employment and overall sector competitiveness and growth. 

CIDI/RES. 170 (X-O/05)

XIV INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1986 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 159 (IX-O/04), “Report of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”;

CONSIDERING:

That at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; and

That the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4-5, 2005, is “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” which means that the dynamics of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) are especially relevant; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held in Salvador, Bahia (Brazil, September 24-26, 2003), welcomed the offer by Mexico to host the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; 

That the dialogue of Ministers of Labor at the XIII CIMT focused on the labor situation in the Hemisphere and current challenges, the relationship between economic and labor policies, and corporate social responsibility; 

That as part of the follow-up process to the XIII CIMT, and in preparation for the XIV CIMT, a planning meeting was held in Washington, D.C., on January 31 and February 1, 2005, with the participation of the member countries of the “Troika,” the coordinators of the working groups of the Conference, and representatives of the International Labour Organization, the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the advisory bodies of the CIMT: the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL); 
That, on March 7 and 8, 2005, a Workshop on Innovation and Decent Employment was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for the labor unions and employer associations of the Hemisphere, represented in the advisory bodies of the CIMT, the conclusions of which were presented to the XXXVII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) and will also be presented to the XIV CIMT;
That the working groups of the CIMT met from April 11 to 13, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to define the scope and content of the reports they will present to the XIV CIMT, which will be used as inputs for the draft Declaration and Plan of Action; and

That the technical preparatory meeting for the XIV CIMT will be held on July 13 and 14, 2005, in Mexico, to seek agreements on the draft Declaration and Plan of Action, approve the final versions of the reports of the working groups, and finalize the language used in the component on labor and employment, which will then be transmitted to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, through the SIRG; and

That the member states have been carrying out  important work, with the support of the General Secretariat, to follow up on the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) and to prepare for the XIV CIMT,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the offer by the Government of Mexico to host the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, on September 26 and 27, 2005, whose topic is “People and their work at the heart of globalization”. 

2. To acknowledge the particular importance of the holding this year of the XIV CIMT, since the keynote theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4-5, 2005, is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance; and to recommend to the SIRG that it take the conclusions of that conference into account during the preparatory process for the Summit.
3. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process of preparation for and follow-up of meetings in the labor sector and that it report periodically to CEPCIDI on that process.

CIDI/RES. 171 (X-O/05)

REPORT OF THE SECOND INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF

MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1980 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 155 (IX-O/04), “Report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)”; and

CONSIDERING:


That the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities was held in Mexico, on August 23 and 24, 2004, with the technical support of the General Secretariat; 


That the topics considered at the Meeting were culture as an engine for economic growth, employment, and development; challenges faced by cultural industries; and culture as a tool for social cohesion and the fight against poverty; and

The Final Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (document REMIC-II/doc.9/05),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the final report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (document REMIC-II/doc.9/05).

2. To acknowledge the importance of the Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted at the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), with collaborating with authorities in the culture sector in implementing the agreements and activities agreed upon.

3. To acknowledge the efforts made by the Government of Mexico to organize and hold the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities.

4.
To take note of the offer made by the Government of Chile to host the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, scheduled for the second half of 2005.

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through SEDI, to support the process for the preparation and follow-up of meetings in the culture sector.
CIDI/RES. 172 (X-O/05)

REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

 (Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 160 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1984 (XXXIV-O/04), “Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development”;

 CONSIDERING:

That the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) established, through its Permanent Executive Committee (CEPCIDI), the Sustainable Development Committee (CDS), pursuant to resolution  AG/RES. 1424 (XXVI-O/96); 


That, by resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XXIX-O/99), the name of the Social Development Committee was changed to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development;

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgency of strengthening OAS mechanisms for fighting poverty, such as CIDI, the Inter-American Committee on Social Development, and the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination; and


That the purpose of CIDI’s Inter-American Committee on Social Development is to strengthen inter-American dialogue to support policy development and cooperative action on social development matters, in particular to fight poverty and discrimination in the Hemisphere; and

BEARING IN MIND:


That the Inter-American Committee on Social Development held its first meeting in Santiago, Chile, on April 5 and 6, 2004, the report of which was presented to CEPCIDI at its CVII Regular Meeting and is contained in document  CIDI/CIDES/doc.12/04; and


That the Government of El Salvador offered to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development, which was endorsed by the plenary,

RESOLVES: 

1.
To acknowledge the efforts made by the Government of Chile to organize and hold the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development.

2.
To take note of the report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (document CIDI/CIDES/doc.12/04).

3.
To thank the Government of El Salvador for its offer to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development.

4. To suggest to the sectoral authorities on social development that, in the course of the ministerial and technical meetings that they hold, they review the priorities for their area established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development in order to recommend any necessary changes. 

5. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, supporting the process for preparation and follow-up of meetings in the social development sector.

CIDI/RES.173 (X-O/05)

report of the second meeting of the 

INTER-AMERICAN COMMIttee on education

 (Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1985 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 153 (IX-O/04), “Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”;

RECALLING that the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide technical and secretariat support to the education sector for follow-up and implementation of the mandates of the Second and the Third Summits of the Americas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education (Mexico, August 11-13, 2003), the ministers agreed to hold the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE);

That the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education was held at OAS headquarters on October 18 and 19, 2004, with technical support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, to follow up on the decisions adopted by the sectoral authorities and to prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education, 

That, at that meeting, the Committee evaluated progress and challenges in the projects on equity and quality, teacher training, and secondary education and labor competencies.  It also analyzed the regional projects on educational indicators and evaluation of educational quality and the Inter-American Program on Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace and received the results of the study “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education”;

That the Government of Trinidad and Tobago offered to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, which is scheduled to be held on August 11 and 12, 2005; and


That the preparatory work for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education is under way, a meeting of the sectoral authorities and the Executive Committee of the CIE having been held on February 15 and 16, 2005, and a preparatory meeting having been scheduled for May 12 and 13, 2005, to which all the delegations were invited; and


CONSIDERING the final report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education and the decisions it adopted (CIDI/CIE/doc.16/04),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the final report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education and the decisions it adopted, contained in document CIDI/CIE/doc.16/04.

2. To take note of the offer by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI, to be held on August 11 and 12, 2005.

3. To take note of the progress made in the preparatory work for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education and to instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to support the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the educational sector.

CIDI/RES. 174 (X-O/05)

REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF

MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI), 


HAVING SEEN resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 100 (XCIX-O/04), which convoked the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, and AG/RES. 2049 (XXXIV‑O/04), “Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology and First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI”;

CONSIDERING:

That the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology was held on November 11 and 12, 2004, in Lima, Peru, with technical support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology; and

The final report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (document REMCYT-I/doc.11/04), which stressed the fundamental importance of science, technology, engineering, and innovation in the promotion of integral development among the countries of the Americas; 

RECALLING that the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, support for implementation of the mandates of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, as well as the preparation and follow-up of other meetings in the area of science and technology; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That, on the occasion of the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, a technical seminar was held on “Financing and Priorities in Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean,” which was cosponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the National Council of Science and Technology of Peru; and

That during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology a dialogue was held with civil society organizations and a ceremony was held to award a prize to young scientists from 15 member states,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the final report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (document REMCYT-I/doc.11/04).

2. To recognize the importance of the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology; and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) and the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), with collaborating with the sectoral authorities in science and technology in carrying out the activities and the agreements agreed upon.

3. To recognize the effort put by the Government of Peru into organizing and holding the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI.

4. To underscore the importance of holding the “Technical Seminar on Financing and Priorities in Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean” on the occasion of the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, cosponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the National Council of Science and Technology of Peru; and to instruct the General Secretariat to continue to develop this type of activity.
5. To recognize the importance of the dialogue held with civil society organizations, as well as the award presented to young scientists of the Hemisphere; and to encourage the continued implementation of activities with the collaboration and support of the public and private sectors.
6. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through SEDI, supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the science and technology sector.

CIDI/RES. 175 (X-O/05)

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN:

Resolution CIDI/CIDS/RES. 1 (III-O/02), “Support for the Summit of the Americas Sustainable Development Initiatives,” adopted by the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, at its Third Regular Meeting held February 11-12, 2002, which assigned high priority to the preparation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS);


Resolution CIDI/RES. 149 (IX-O/04) “Status of the Preparation of the Draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development”, which reiterated the authorization to CEPCIDI for adoption of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development ad referendum of CIDI,


The report of the CEPCIDI Working Group on Sustainable Development, in charge of the follow-up of the decisions adopted by the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, on the status of the work related to the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (CIDI/doc. 21/05),

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the progress report presented by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the status of the preparation of the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2005-2007 (CIDI/doc. 21/05).

2.
To request CEPCIDI to renew the mandate of the Working Group on Sustainable Development, entrusting it to follow-up on the decisions adopted at the Third Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, and continue to prepare the draft Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development.

4. Authorize CEPCIDI to approve the draft Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development 2005-2007 ad referendum its final approval at the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, to be held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, October 20-21, 2005.

CIDI/RES. 176 (X-O/05)

Delegation of Authority for Approving the Appointment of the Executive Secretary for Integral Development

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),

CONSIDERING:


That Article 117 of the Charter of the Organization states that the Secretary General shall appoint, with the approval of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), an Executive Secretary for Integral Development;


That the next Regular Meeting of CIDI will take place months after the Secretary General is able to make such a proposal,


RECOGNIZING the importance of being able to consider, in a timely fashion, the appointment proposed by the Secretary General of an Executive Secretary for Integral Development,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that Article 8 of the Statutes of CIDI gives the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) the authority to adopt decisions in the name of said Council when it is not in session,

RESOLVES:


To delegate to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), on this occasion only, the authority to approve the appointment of the Executive Secretary for Integral Development as proposed by the Secretary General.

CIDI/RES. 177 (X-O/05)

CONTINUING PARTICIPATION IN THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR

INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT BY MEMBER STATES THAT HAVE NOT
RATIFIED THE PROTOCOL OF MANAGUA

(Resolution adopted at the plenary session held on April 28, 2005)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI),


HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII‑E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” and resolutions AG/RES. 1442 (XXVI‑O/96), AG/RES. 1507 (XXVII-O​/97), AG/RES. 1575 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1726 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1815 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1863 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1910 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1978 (XXXIV-O/04), CIDI/RES. 24 (II‑O/97), CIDI/RES. 42 (III-O/98), CIDI/RES. 83 (IV-O/99), CIDI/RES. 94 (V-O/00), CIDI/RES. 4 (I-E/01), CIDI/RES. 116 (VII-O/02), CIDI/RES. 138 (VIII-O/03) and CIDI/RES.141 (IX-O/04) on continuation of the aforementioned participation;


EMPHASIZING the amendments made to the Charter of the Organization of American States to incorporate the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of integral development (Protocol of Washington) and to establish an Inter-American Council for Integral Development to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving their integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty (Protocol of Managua); and


CONSIDERING that as of the date of this resolution there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states that have signed and not ratified the Protocol of Washington, which incorporates the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of development, and the Protocol of Managua, which establishes the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to consider doing so as soon as possible.

2. To request the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session to extend the period during which its resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” will remain in force until the next regular session of the General Assembly, which will review the situation if at that time there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua.
Draft resolutions that the Tenth Meeting of CIDI

 recommends to the thirty fifth regular session of the General Assembly

(GA items number according to AG/doc. 4363/05 approved April 13, 2005)

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 82)

CONTINUING PARTICIPATION IN THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR

INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT BY MEMBER STATES THAT HAVE NOT
RATIFIED THE PROTOCOL OF MANAGUA


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII‑E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” and resolutions AG/RES. 1442 (XXVI‑O/96), AG/RES. 1507 (XXVII-O​/97), AG/RES. 1575 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1726 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1815 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1863 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1910 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1978 (XXXIV-O/04), CIDI/RES. 24 (II‑O/97), CIDI/RES. 42 (III-O/98), CIDI/RES. 83 (IV-O/99), CIDI/RES. 94 (V-O/00), CIDI/RES. 4 (I-E/01), CIDI/RES. 116 (VII-O/02), CIDI/RES. 138 (VIII-O/03), CIDI/RES. 141 (IX-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 177 (X-O/05) on continuation of the aforementioned participation;


EMPHASIZING the amendments made to the Charter of the Organization of American States to incorporate the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of integral development (Protocol of Washington) and to establish an Inter-American Council for Integral Development to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving their integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty (Protocol of Managua); and


CONSIDERING that as of the date of this resolution there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states that have signed and not ratified the Protocol of Washington, which incorporates the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of development, and the Protocol of Managua, which establishes the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to consider doing so as soon as possible.

2.
To extend the period during which its resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” will remain in force until the next regular session of the General Assembly, which will review the situation if at that time there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua.
 DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 83)

REPORT OF THE SECOND INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF

MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolution CIDI/RES. 171 (X-O/05), “Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities”;

Resolutions AG/RES. 1980 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 155 (IX-O/04), “Report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)”; and

CONSIDERING:


That the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities was held in Mexico, on August 23 and 24, 2004, with the technical support of the General Secretariat;


That the topics considered at the Meeting were culture as an engine for economic growth, employment, and development; challenges faced by cultural industries; and culture as a tool for social cohesion and the fight against poverty; and

The Final Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (document REMIC-II/doc.9/05),

RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted at the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, which are appended to this resolution; and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, with collaborating with authorities in the culture sector in implementing the agreements and activities agreed upon. 



2.
To acknowledge the efforts made by the Government of Mexico to organize and hold the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities.



3.
To take note of the offer made by the Government of Chile to host the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, scheduled for the second half of 2005.



4.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through SEDI, to support the process for the preparation and follow-up of meetings in the culture sector.

5.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DECLARATION OF MEXICO

(Adopted at the sixth plenary session, held on August 24, 2004)

We, the ministers and highest government authorities responsible for cultural policy and for supporting cultural activities in the Americas, mindful that cultural expressions are vectors of identity, value, and meaning and that cultural diversity is essential for the promotion of economic growth with equity aimed at reducing poverty; aware, too, that cultural diversity is an essential condition for social development and the fight against poverty, as well as a core feature of democratic governance, have gathered in Mexico City under the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS), within the framework of the commitments made at the Third Summit of the Americas, in Quebec City, Canada (2001), and at the Special Summit of the Americas, in Monterrey, Mexico (2004).

We reaffirm the Declaration of Cartagena de Indias, in particular that it is necessary to strengthen dialogue on cultural and linguistic diversity directed at recognition of and respect for diverse cultures, including, among others, those that are indigenous and those that are of African descent, with a view to eradicating all forms of discrimination, and to acknowledge the contributions of all cultures, given the need to promote their full and equal participation in our societies. We encourage greater cooperation among governments, civil society, and the private and voluntary sectors, in order to develop new and dynamic cultural policies and programs aimed at promoting the diversity of cultural expressions of the Hemisphere, maximizing the benefits of globalization and mitigating its negative effects on the preservation and promotion of cultural diversity in the Americas.

Considering the opportunities afforded us by our rich and varied cultural diversity, we have analyzed, explored, and established lines of action to bring about more effective cooperation among our countries, using as a focal point the role culture plays in integration and economic, social, and political development in our Hemisphere. We therefore recognize the importance of the mandate issued by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session to prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action.
We consider that it is vital for all states to recognize our cultural heritage and fully appreciate and encourage the creative expression of our peoples.  We support the need to create and maintain a climate that encourages and fosters freedom of thought, of imagination, and of inquiry and that promotes full expression and access to cultural activities. 

We recognize the important link between development and culture and we agree that cultural dialogue contributes, inter alia, to sustainable development, stability, and peace. 

We reaffirm that safeguarding cultural heritage in all its forms has a role in promoting cultural diversity. The places, objects, and living traditions of the diverse groups that make up our countries constitute a lasting legacy that needs to be recognized and preserved.

Therefore, we encourage the deepening of inter-American cooperation in the identification, preservation, and appreciation of heritage resources as expressions of our diverse cultural history.  Further, we condemn the pillage, illicit traffic, destruction, and unauthorized possession of cultural objects, as well as the commensurate damage to archeological and historic sites, which results in irreversible losses to cultural heritage, identity, and the related sustainable economic potential of our peoples. 

Recalling the efforts made by UNESCO in support of cultural diversity, including the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, and the resolution adopted by consensus by the UNESCO General Conference at its 32nd session, with a view to drawing up the preliminary draft of an international convention on cultural diversity, we will promote regional dialogue on this matter. 

We consider cultural diversity to be a crosscutting issue for the three main topics of this Declaration. For that purpose, we declare the following:

CULTURE AS AN ENGINE FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH, EMPLOYMENT, AND DEVELOPMENT

We recognize the need to examine the relationship between economic growth with equity, aimed at reducing poverty, and strengthening of cultures and respect for cultural diversity as a fundamental part of our identities.  We also recognize the need to develop indicators that enable us to measure the social and economic impact of cultural activity and to establish a closer bond between cultural policies and economic, trade, social, and fiscal policies. 

We recognize the important role that artists and others engaged in cultural activities play in our societies and their contribution to our national economy and identities.

We acknowledge the importance of enhancing cooperation and partnerships and of forging new relationships with international and regional organizations, industry associations, cultural industries, civil society, and nongovernmental and nonprofit organizations, in order to promote cultural cooperation effectively in the Americas. 

We recognize that the interrelationship between educational, social, economic, and cultural policies should be taken into consideration in sustaining and promoting diversity in cultural contents and artistic expressions. 

We encourage international financial institutions, agencies, and foundations to expand programs that support micro-, small, and medium-sized enterprises that promote cultural as well as economic goals, since small and medium enterprises (SMEs) constitute a fundamental source of economic growth and job creation. 

CHALLENGES FACED BY CULTURAL AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES 

We agree on the need to strengthen and promote all actors in the cultural field, including cultural and creative industries that constitute one of the most dynamic sectors of our economies and generate employment and wealth. Similarly, they open up fundamental opportunities for forging and transforming cultural identities and offer great potential for strengthening the cultural community of the Americas.  

We reaffirm the role of all actors in the cultural field, including cultural and creative industries, as components of economic activity and stimuli of social cohesion.  In this context, we recognize the need to formulate integral public policies that encourage respect for and the promotion of cultural diversity.

We commit to promoting the growth of all actors in the cultural field, including cultural and creative industries, to which end it is necessary to develop initiatives to strengthen and foster trade in related goods and services, with respect for their fundamental value as an expression of diverse cultural identities.

We share an interest in promoting markets for all actors in the cultural field, including those for cultural and creative industries, within the legal framework agreed to by our governments, with a view to ensuring the preservation and promotion of the diversity of artistic and cultural expressions and contents.

We recognize the ability of states, consistent with international obligations, to adopt or maintain the measures they consider adequate to promote cultural diversity and to take into account the various needs of all actors in the cultural field, including cultural and creative industries, especially in the context of the process of economic liberalization.

CULTURE AS A TOOL FOR INCLUSION, SOCIAL COHESION, AND THE FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY
We reaffirm the need to develop policies and programs in the cultural sector aimed at reducing poverty and social differences and at creating jobs. 

We are convinced that culture is a factor in social cohesion that offers opportunities for advancement and sustainable economic development.

We recognize the role culture plays in all sectors of development, such as trade, the economy, education, science and technology, and tourism; and that this role must be taken into consideration when formulating sustainable development policies. We recognize the benefits of promoting creativity and the interests of cultural creators, including public recognition, the preservation and dissemination of their work, and the design of strategies in pursuit of the well-being of cultural creators.

We share the conviction that cultural expressions, manifestations, and traditions reflect our people's creative freedom and diversity. To that end, we will seek to take appropriate measures to promote creativity and the economic sustainability and freedom of creators.

We will seek to establish strategies, through closer regional cooperation, for promoting increased circulation of goods and services with cultural content among all countries of the region.

We recognize the need to strengthen the expression of our national, subregional, and hemispheric cultural diversity.  We also acknowledge once more the importance of culture in the creation of opportunities for economic growth for a large sector of our populations, as well as in the promotion of their individual and collective expressions.

[image: image2.wmf] 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 


We value the input of civil society and encourage the implementation of cultural policies that involve civil society participation in the development of programs on poverty reduction and income generation, especially those targeted at the vulnerable and marginalized sectors of society.

We emphasize the need to include and prioritize, in the poverty reduction strategies undertaken by various countries of the Americas, cultural programs and projects geared toward the strengthening of all actors in the cultural field, including cultural and creative industries and micro-enterprises that create jobs and make local economies more dynamic. 
We encourage member states to continue working towards salvaging, safeguarding, and disseminating intangible culture expressed in oral literature, festivals, gastronomy, and traditional arts, as factors that promote cultural diversity as well as wealth and identity. 

We recognize that having a technical and political forum like the Inter-American Committee on Culture has allowed us to move on from aspirations and possibilities to concrete programs. In particular, we congratulate the Committee’s officers for the excellent work they have carried out, and the OAS General Secretariat for its support.

We extend our sincerest thanks to the people and Government of Mexico for their hospitality, and to CONACULTA (Consejo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes) for its excellent organization of the meeting’s work, demonstrating once again Mexico’s commitment to strengthening the cultural agenda of the Americas.

PLAN OF ACTION OF MEXICO

(Adopted at the sixth plenary session, held on August 24, 2004)

We, the ministers and highest government authorities responsible for cultural policy and for supporting cultural activities in the Americas, gathered in Mexico City under the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS), acknowledge the progress achieved in implementing the joint initiatives undertaken in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in 2002, and value the important role of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) in following up on these initiatives; and we commit ourselves to implementing the following Plan of Action.

With respect to national commitments

1. Member states should conduct studies to examine the economic impact of culture, in areas such as the music industry and cultural tourism associated with cultural heritage, festivals, and the arts, among others, and submit these studies to the CIC.  The CIC is to report on the conclusions of these studies at the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities and recommend inter-American cooperation activities in this field.

2. Member states should work toward the development of cultural indicators capable of measuring the contribution of culture to the social and economic development of the countries of the Hemisphere, in particular in the fight against poverty and in job creation.  Member states should share these results through the CIC to further cooperation in this area.

3. To urge member states to consider mechanisms for supporting job creation in the cultural sector through horizontal cooperation pilot projects aimed at developing management and commercial skills and to report on these initiatives at the next ministerial meeting on culture.

4. To urge member states to design educational and cultural policies and programs that will ensure an environment in which creative expression and cultural industries may flourish and in which our peoples, particularly the young, may strengthen their identities. In addition, to urge member states to take measures to generate public interest by encouraging artistic creativity. Member states shall report on these programs at the next ministerial meeting on culture.

5.
To intensify inter-American cooperation in the identification, documentation, preservation, and appreciation of movable and immovable cultural resources vulnerable to pillage; and in efforts to fight illicit trafficking in and unauthorized possession of cultural objects, through existing mechanisms, including bilateral and multilateral agreements and treaties. Integral to fulfillment of the goals of such agreements are national and regional capacity-building efforts for professionals in heritage stewardship and law enforcement, and public education programs.
6. To design and implement public policies or programs geared toward educating and promoting our peoples’ understanding of the benefits of intellectual property, as well as to increase awareness of traditional knowledge, popular culture, and folklore.  To acknowledge the work carried out by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in this area.

7. To continue strengthening regular consultative mechanisms, through the pertinent organs of the OAS, so as to ensure that civil society plays an active role in decisions on cultural policy and in the implementation of strategic programs at the hemispheric level.

8. Member states shall report on their activities pursuant to the items in this Plan of Action to the OAS General Secretariat six months prior to the next ministerial meeting on culture, in accordance with the guidelines to be drawn up by the CIC. 

With respect to the Inter-American Committee on Culture

9. The Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) will be responsible for monitoring fulfillment of the commitments made in this Plan of Action. We acknowledge the excellent work carried out thus far by the Committee and by the Unit for Social Development and Education of the OAS, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat.

10. The CIC shall consider and review the recommendations submitted by civil society during this meeting and, where appropriate, undertake to implement those measures that are consistent with the Declaration and this Plan of Action. 
11. To entrust the CIC with providing guidelines on the creation and compilation of a list of significant cultural heritage sites of the Americas to facilitate local and regional efforts to recognize, preserve, and protect these sites. This list will allow heritage sites to be considered in development schemes at the local and national levels.
12. To request the CIC to draw up a proposal for cooperation with UNESCO for a workshop on the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, before the 2005 session of the UNESCO General Conference.

13. To request that the CIC, with support from the Technical Secretariat, monitor the establishment of the Inter-American Culture and Development  Foundation of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), with a view to determining potential areas of cooperation, such as:

· Supporting interested OAS member states in the development of cultural satellite accounts
 and providing, where appropriate, technical assistance in connection with indicators, through a partnership with the UNESCO Institute for Statistics. 

· Establishing a program to promote micro-, small, and medium-sized cultural enterprises.

· Supporting the Inter-American Cultural Policy Observatory.

· Strengthening strategic alliances with governments, private institutions, and private enterprise, in support of cultural activities and industries.

With respect to the Technical Secretariat

14. To request the Technical Secretariat to develop the first phase of the Cultural Policy Observatory, funded by external contributions, which will be based on a virtual model and take existing observatories into account.  Progress made during this first phase will be reported at the next meeting of the CIC, in 2005. We also request the Technical Secretariat to explore the possibility of establishing a partnership with the World Bank’s Development Gateway Foundation (DGF), with the Observatory’s autonomy remaining intact, and under the supervision of the CIC.  

15. To request the OAS General Secretariat to continue strengthening the Strategy for Horizontal Cooperation and continue updating the Permanent Portfolio of Exemplary Programs in Culture with experiences that reflect the themes of this ministerial meeting, with special regard for the cultural wealth of the indigenous peoples and people of African descent, among other marginalized groups.

16. To request the Technical Secretariat to carry out expert workshops on the relationship between new technologies and cultural and creative industries and to develop skills in the use of these technologies.

17. To request the OAS General Secretariat to continue, in accordance with the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to strengthen cooperative actions in support of this Plan of Action.

With respect to international agencies

18. To call upon international organizations and agencies to continue developing joint collaborative strategies to support, in a coordinated and efficient manner, implementation of this Plan of Action.

19. To request the Inter-American Development Bank and other international financial institutions to strengthen programs that promote micro-, small, and medium-sized cultural enterprises, in response to the commitment expressed at the Special Summit of the Americas and in partnership with the private sector.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 84)

strengthening mechanisms for policy dialogue
for integral development

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04), CIDI/RES. 162 (X-O/05), and AG/RES. 1981 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”;

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, the Heads of State and Government recognized the central role that the OAS plays in supporting the Summits process.  Further, they gave instructions for the strengthening and reform, where appropriate, of the Organization’s institutional and financial mechanisms for supporting the Summits of the Americas process with regard to technical secretariat and support functions for ministerial and sectoral meetings on issues of import to the Organization; That Article 31 of the OAS Charter establishes that inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of member states, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the inter-American system;
That Article 31 of the OAS Charter establishes that inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of member states, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the inter-American system;
That the 1993 Protocol of Managua created CIDI in order to make OAS technical cooperation an effective and efficient tool to assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and eradicate poverty;

That sectoral meetings at the ministerial level and meetings of the inter-American committees within the framework of CIDI have generated great dynamism in the follow-up of the Summits of the Americas; and

That partnership for development efforts, in which countries at different stages of development and with different levels of experience participate, take place at two strategic levels:  the political level, intended to strengthen dialogue, agreements, and institutional mechanisms in order to identify priority areas to ensure targeted implementation, and the level of technical cooperation, aimed at implementing political decisions and priorities through cooperation activities, programs, and projects, within the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005; and

BEARING IN MIND:

The need to strengthen partnership for development and to invest cooperation mechanisms within the inter-American system with greater coherence, relying on cooperation from international agencies for support to member states in the design of policies and in the preparation and implementation of the priority cooperation programs, projects, and activities of the member states;

The importance of the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees in defining priorities to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development, and the role that the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) should play in increasing the effectiveness of said implementation and in confronting the challenges of economic growth, alleviation of extreme poverty, and democratic governance;

That CIDI is the main inter-American forum for dialogue on integral development issues, and that it should generate mechanisms for strengthening partnership for development and act as a catalyst for mobilizing human, technical, and financial resources, and as a coordinator, within the OAS, for implementation of the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas process, in accordance with the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development;

That Executive Order No. 05-03 established that the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) shall consist of the Office of Education, Science, and Technology; the Office of Sustainable Development and Environment; the Office of Scholarships, Training, and Information Technology; the Office of Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness; the Office of Development Policies and Programs; and the Secretariat of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission, for the purpose, inter alia, of contributing to strengthening mechanisms for policy dialogue; and

That the current Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development is in effect until 2005, and it is therefore essential to begin consideration of the new plan for 2006-2009,

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate its commitment to continue strengthening those mechanisms for policy dialogue and partnership for development that assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and combat poverty.

2. To reiterate that the cooperation programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by member states, in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, must respond to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and to the policies and guidelines established at ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees in order to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development and the reinforcement of cooperation strategies arising therefrom.

3. To agree that the regular meetings of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), within the framework of the Strategic Plan, must play a more active role in intersectoral coordination and sharing of experiences.
4. To take note of the progress made regarding mechanisms of the Scholarship and Training Programs and the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), administered by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), in view of said progress and of any restructuring of the Secretariat that might be carried out by the Secretary General as well as of the recommendations handed down by the Management Board of the IACD, with conducting a comprehensive examination of the Agency’s operations and funding and with presenting its conclusions and recommendations to CIDI.

5. To request the sectoral authorities to review, at ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, with a view to recommending adjustments in the priorities of their respective areas.

6. To request authorities involved in sectoral processes to ensure coordination with other member states in the preparation of ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees, with support from the General Secretariat, and, in particular, the units and offices that serve as technical secretariats for those processes, so as to allow for a substantive dialogue with a view to formulating policies, defining priorities, and developing activities.

7. To suggest to the sectoral authorities that, in preparing for, conducting, and following up on ministerial meetings or meetings of the inter-American committees, they give consideration to active participation by the relevant international organs, agencies, and entities, particularly those of the inter-American system, to enable member states to benefit from their skills, knowledge, and experiences in defining policies and in designing and implementing partnership for development programs, projects, and activities.

8. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and, in particular, its offices responsible for serving as technical secretariats for sectoral processes within CIDI to give preference to said processes in their activities and to ensure that this is reflected in any work plans and reports they present

9. To entrust the Summits of the Americas Secretariat with coordinating and supporting linkages between ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees and the Summits of the Americas process, as well as with the distribution of information to the follow-up mechanisms of that process.

10. To endorse the proposal by CIDI to begin consideration of the new Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, for 2006-2009, and to approve it ad referendum of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.

11. To instruct SEDI to prepare a progress report on achievement of the objectives of the current Strategic Plan in order to facilitate CEPCIDI’s evaluation of the Plan.

12. To instruct CIDI to continue considering mechanisms and methods for furthering the process of strengthening policy dialogue and partnership for development, particularly as regards following up on the Summits Process and the structure, representation, nature, and purpose of CIDI’s regular and special meetings and their relationship with CEPCIDI, and the role that could be played by national development and/or cooperation agencies or entities, and to submit its conclusions and recommendations to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 85)

STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL COOPERATION FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 144 (IX-O/04), CIDI/RES.163 (X-O/05), and AG/RES. 1982 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development” (if the document on criteria is approved, it should be added);
CONSIDERING:

That, according to Article 94 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and Article 1 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), CIDI is an organ of the OAS whose purpose is to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty;
That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 provides that technical cooperation is important and embraces all member states, regardless of their level of development;

That the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI) is funded with voluntary contributions from member states and that its purpose is to contribute to the financing of national and multinational cooperation programs, projects, and activities carried out under the Strategic Plan;

That, notwithstanding the important efforts made by member states to obtain the resources contributed each year to FEMCIDI, these resources are insufficient to fund all the projects presented due to their high number.  This reinforces the need for the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) to make special efforts to obtain, from different sources, additional non-reimbursable financial and non-financial resources;

The need for the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) to make special efforts to mobilize, from different sources, additional financial and other non-reimbursable resources, to fund technical cooperation programs, projects, activities and initiatives for integral development; 
That the Strategic Plan indicates that, in the spirit of the partnership for development, national institutions taking part in cooperation activities will have to take into account the priority areas and the guidelines contained in the Strategic Plan, to ensure that the projects and activities related to the Plan are tied to mandates of the Summits, ministerial meetings, or meetings of the inter-American committees and give priority to those of a multinational character;

That CIDI, in its resolution CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04), decided that cooperation programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by member states, within the framework of the Strategic Plan, must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, the ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees so that cooperation strategies deriving therefrom may be strengthened;
That the Strategic Plan indicates that cooperation activities in the priority areas must, to the extent possible, include in their formulation, implementation, and evaluation the following:  (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) human resource development; and (d) gender equality and equity;
That the technical secretariats of ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees provide support to member states in the preparation of projects funded with FEMCIDI resources and carry out activities to coordinate and execute said projects, as requested;
That the IACD is implementing a mechanism for evaluating cooperation activities funded by FEMCIDI, the first evaluation cycle having concluded successfully;

That in addition to the evaluation that is made once a project is concluded, it is very important that projects be monitored during the course of their execution; 
That the member states, with support from the General Secretariat, have presented proposal and are executing projects financed with FEMCIDI resources, that implement mandates of the ministerial meetings; and

That the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) made progress in its consideration of the document CEPCIDI/SCSD/doc. 252/04 Rev.9 “Criteria for the Selection and Evaluation of Partnership for Development Activities” of FEMCIDI,
RESOLVES:

1.
To reiterate that technical cooperation for integral development programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by the member states must respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, in particular mandates of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, contribute particularly to the elimination of extreme poverty and that priority be given to those of a multilateral character, while recognition of the importance of national projects to member states is maintained.
2.
To recommend to member states that, to the extent possible, the cooperation activities they present in the priority areas of the Strategic Plan include, as elements in their formulation, implementation, and evaluation, the following:  (a) civil society participation; (b) environmental considerations; (c) human resource development; and (d) gender equality and equity; and to instruct the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), when considering cooperation projects, when preparing the preliminary Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) programming proposal and when evaluating technical cooperation activities, to verify whether the projects have included those elements, when appropriate
3.
To recommend once again to the ministerial meetings and inter-American committees that they consider the formulation of projects that implement the mandates and political decisions referred to in the preceding operative paragraph, for timely presentation by a member state for financing from a variety of sources, including FEMCIDI. 
4.
To instruct the General Secretariat, in all its areas, to provide coordinated support to member states in the formulation, consolidation, execution, monitoring and coordination of projects referred to in the preceding operative paragraph, as requested, and in the mobilization of resources.
5.
To call upon the member states to increase, to the extent possible, their contributions to finance partnership for development activities; and to renew its instruction to the IACD to make special efforts to obtain, from different sources, additional non-reimbursable financial and non-financial resources.  In that connection, special attention must be paid to the permanent observers.
6.
To instruct the IACD to continue to implement increased collaboration and synergy among partnership for development programs and activities carried out by the different areas of the General Secretariat, particularly FEMCIDI, the fellowship and training programs, the Education Portal of the Americas, and potential external partners, and to report to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) in that regard. 
7.
To note the results of the first FEMCIDI project evaluation cycle implemented by IACD.
8.
To instruct that the findings obtained from that evaluation of the projects and programs be used by the partnership for development actors to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness, impact, and sustainability of the positive results of partnership for development activities and to support the mobilization of other resources.
9.
To note that CEPCIDI made progress in its consideration of the document “Criteria for the Selection and Evaluation of Partnership for Development Activities” of FEMCIDI.
10.
To recommend the General Secretariat take into account the considerations and recommendations contained in this resolution, in the restructuring process.

11.
To instruct CIDI to continue strengthening the technical partnership for development mechanisms and to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 86)

POVERTY, EQUITY and SOCIAL INCLUSION: FOLLOW-UP TO THE

 DECLARATION OF MARGARITA


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 113 (VII-O/02), CIDI/RES. 130 (VIII-O/03), CIDI/RES. 145 (IX-O/03), AG/RES 1854 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES 1962 (XXXIII-O/03, AG/RES 1983 (XXXIV-O/04) “Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion” and CEPCIDI/RES. 90 (LXXXIX-O/03)  “High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion”; and CIDI/RES. 165 (X-O/05) “Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita”,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion, which took place on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, from October 8 to 10, 2003, adopted the Declaration of Margarita”, document RANPEIS/DEC. 1/03,

CONSIDERING:


That Article 2.g of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;
That the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, states that “[w]e shall spare no effort to free our fellow citizens from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty”;


That the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas, recognizes that overcoming poverty, hunger, and social inequality are major challenges facing many countries of the Hemisphere in the 21st century;

That in the same Declaration the Heads of State and Government urged the OAS to carefully consider the recommendations approved at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held on Isla de Margarita, Venezuela, to strengthen the hemispheric social agenda;

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that “the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American states”;

That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04) “Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion”, endorsed the Declaration of Margarita;

That the General Assembly took note, through resolution AG/RES 1983 (XXXIV-O/04), of the proposal to implement a follow-up to the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion, contained in CEPCIDI/doc. 594/03, as well as of the methodology for that implementation, document CEPCIDI/doc. 611/04 corr.1; 

That in the Declaration of Margarita, the high level authorities of the OAS member states responsible for social development policies and programs, expressed their commitment, through the Inter-American Council for Integral Development as the hemispheric policy forum for dialogue in combating poverty, to the follow-up and evaluation of the eight development goals established in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit;

That the United Nations, through its Development Program (UNDP), the Economic Commission for Latin American and the Caribbean (ECLAC), as well as the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and other specialized agencies of the inter-American system, have given ample consideration to the goals established in the Declaration of the United National Millennium Summit;

That, to a large extent, the follow-up to the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion will take place in the context of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development;  but that the Declaration of Margarita specifically proposes that the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) consider the need to deepen the commitments undertaken in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, and explore the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this aim; and
That resolution AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) instructed the Permanent Council and CIDI, in light of the results of the Meeting of Margarita, to define jointly new actions to strengthen existing mechanisms for cooperation to support the OAS member states in combating poverty,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Permanent Council and the Inter-America Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to consider carefully the recommendations approved during the High Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion.

2. To recommend to the Permanent Council and to CIDI that, based on the proposal made in said meeting, they consider mechanisms and instruments that make it possible to deepen the commitments undertaken in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights.
3.
To convoke, during the second half of 2005, in light of the commitment adopted in the Declaration of Margarita, a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to contribute to the follow up, evaluation and supervision of the eight development goals established in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit for the year 2015.

4.
To encourage the member states to report, during that joint meeting, on the progress made in achieving their respective national goals as they pertain to the Millennium Development Goals.

5.
To invite as participants in that joint meeting experts in this area, particularly the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), as well as other pertinent agencies of the inter-American system, so that they can report on the progress made toward the Millennium Development Goals at the hemispheric level. 

6
To request the General Secretariat to lend its support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, for holding the joint meeting.  


7.
To ask the Permanent Council and CIDI to report on the implementation of this resolution at the next General Assembly during its thirty sixth regular period of sessions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 87)

REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 160 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1984 (XXXIV-O/04), “Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development” and CIDI/RES. 172 (X-O/05),

 CONSIDERING:

That the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) established, through its Permanent Executive Committee (CEPCIDI), the Sustainable Development Committee (CDS), pursuant to resolution  AG/RES. 1424 (XXVI-O/96); 


That, by resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XXIX-O/99), the name of the Social Development Committee was changed to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development;

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgency of strengthening OAS mechanisms for fighting poverty, such as CIDI, the Inter-American Committee on Social Development, and the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination; and


That the purpose of CIDI’s Inter-American Committee on Social Development is to strengthen inter-American dialogue to support policy development and cooperative action on social development matters, in particular to fight poverty and discrimination in the Hemisphere; and

BEARING IN MIND:


That the Inter-American Committee on Social Development held its first meeting in Santiago, Chile, on April 5 and 6, 2004, the report of which was presented to CEPCIDI at its CVII Regular Meeting and is contained in document  CIDI/CIDES/doc.12/04; and


That the Government of El Salvador offered to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development, which was endorsed by the plenary,

RESOLVES: 

1.
To acknowledge the efforts made by the Government of Chile to organize and hold the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development.

2.
To take note of the report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (document CIDI/CIDES/doc.12/04).

3.
To thank the Government of El Salvador for its offer to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development.

4.
To suggest to the sectoral authorities on social development that, in the course of the ministerial and technical meetings that they hold, they review the priorities for their area established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development in order to recommend any necessary changes. 


5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development,  supporting the process for preparation and follow-up of meetings in the social development sector.


6.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 88)

report of the second meeting of the 

INTER-AMERICAN COMMIttee on education

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1985 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 153 (IX-O/04), “Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 173 (X-O/05), “Report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education”;

RECALLING that the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide technical and secretariat support to the education sector for follow-up and implementation of the mandates of the Second and the Third Summits of the Americas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education (Mexico, August 11-13, 2003), the ministers agreed to hold the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE);

That the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education was held at OAS headquarters on October 18 and 19, 2004, with technical support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, to follow up on the decisions adopted by the sectoral authorities and to prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education, 

That, at that meeting, the Committee evaluated progress and challenges in the projects on equity and quality, teacher training, and secondary education and labor competencies.  It also analyzed the regional projects on educational indicators and evaluation of educational quality and the Inter-American Program on Education for Democracy, Human Rights, and Peace and received the results of the study “Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education”;

That the Government of Trinidad and Tobago offered to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, which is scheduled to be held on August 11 and 12, 2005; and


That the preparatory work for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education is under way, a meeting of the sectoral authorities and the Executive Committee of the CIE having been held on February 15 and 16, 2005, and a preparatory meeting having been held on May 12 and 13, 2005, to which all the delegations were invited; and


CONSIDERING the final report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education and the decisions it adopted (CIDI/CIE/doc.16/04),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the final report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education and the decisions it adopted, contained in document CIDI/CIE/doc.16/04.

2. To take note of the offer by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI, to be held on August 11 and 12, 2005.

3. To take note of the progress made in the preparatory work for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education and to instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to support the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the educational sector.

4. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 89)

XIV INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1986 (XXXIV-O/04) and CIDI/RES. 159 (IX-O/04), “Report of the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; and CIDI/RES.170 (X-O/04), “XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”;

CONSIDERING:

That at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; 

That the dialogue of Ministers of Labor at the XIII CIMT focused on the labor situation in the Hemisphere and current challenges, the relationship between economic and labor policies, and corporate social responsibility; and

That the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar de Plata, Argentina, on November 4-5, 2005, is “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” which means that the dynamics of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) are especially relevant; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, held in Salvador, Bahia (Brazil, September 24-26, 2003), welcomed the offer by Mexico to host the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; 

That as part of the follow-up process to the XIII CIMT, and in preparation for the XIV CIMT, a planning meeting was held in Washington, D.C., on January 31 and February 1, 2005, with the participation of the member countries of the “Troika,” the coordinators of the working groups of the Conference, and representatives of the International Labour Organization, the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the advisory bodies of the CIMT: the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL); 
That, on March 7 and 8, 2005, a Workshop on Innovation and Decent Employment was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for the labor unions and employer associations of the Hemisphere, represented in the advisory bodies of the CIMT, the conclusions of which were presented to the XXXVII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) and will also be presented to the XIV CIMT;

That the working groups of the CIMT met from April 11 to 13, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to define the scope and content of the reports they will present to the XIV CIMT, which will be used as inputs for the draft Declaration and Plan of Action; 

That the technical preparatory meeting for the XIV CIMT will be held on July 13 and 14, 2005, in Mexico, to seek agreements on the draft Declaration and Plan of Action, approve the final versions of the reports of the working groups, and finalize the language used in the component on labor and employment, which will then be transmitted to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, through the SIRG; and

That the member states have been carrying out  important work, with the support of the General Secretariat, to follow up on the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT) and to prepare for the XIV CIMT,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the offer by the Government of Mexico to host the XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, on September 26 and 27, 2005, whose topic is “People and their work at the heart of globalization”.

2. To acknowledge the particular importance of the holding this year of the XIV CIMT, since the keynote theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar de Plata, Argentina on November 4-5, 2005, is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance; and to recommend to the SIRG that it take the conclusions of that conference CIMT into account during the preparatory process for the Summit.

3. To recommend that the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, continue supporting process of the preparation for and follow-up of meetings in the labor sector and that it report periodically to CEPCIDI on that process.

4. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

(Item 90)

XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:

That the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress (IATC), held in Guatemala in June of 2003, provided a valuable opportunity for dialogue on the "New Challenges of the Tourism Sector and Hemispheric Responses to Sustain Recovery and Growth";

That during the XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress the Government of Peru confirmed its offer made during the previous Congress, to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress;

That the Government of The Bahamas offered to be the site for the following Congress, or the alternate site for the XIX Congress, on the condition that it is given at least two years notice before the date of the event so that enough time is available for the promotion and organization of the event;

That the General Assembly at its the thirty-fourth regular session endorsed the “Declaration of Guatemala City” and the “Plan of Action for Sustainable Tourism Development in Collaboration with the Private Sector” and requested the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

The contributions to the generation of employment and the growing economic and social importance of the small tourism enterprise particularly in the smaller economies of the Hemisphere; 

The impact that the application of services in Internet and information and communication technology is having on the development of small tourism enterprise in areas such as training, marketing and banking;

HAVING SEEN the document submitted by the General Secretariat “Summary description of ongoing Programs and Activities in the Tourism Area: Draft Report to the General Assembly pursuant to the Resolution AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04)”, document CIDI/doc.10/05, and resolution CIDI/RES. 169 (X-O/05) “XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”,


RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the progress made in the implementation of the “Plan of Action for Sustainable Tourism Development in collaboration with the private Sector.”

2.
To take note of the offer made by the Government of Peru to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, as well as of the offer made by the Government of The Bahamas as an alternative venue for said Congress. 

3.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting the efforts of the member states to achieve sustainable tourism in the Americas particularly as they relate to the development of the small tourism enterprise and to their utilization of services in Internet and electronic tools to strengthen their competitiveness in the global economy. 

4.
To request the General Secretariat to facilitate the coordination of activities and exchange of information among member states for the organization of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress as a high level hemispheric meeting involving the tourism authorities of the Member States of the Organization and representatives of the private sector. 

5.
To recommend that the agenda for the event addresses the issues related to the strengthening of tourism as a hemispheric development tool and in particular the role of the small tourism enterprise in the generation of employment and overall sector competitiveness and growth. 

6.
To request Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

(Item 91)

study of the relationship between trade,

DEBT and financing

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04), CIDI/RES. 146 (IX-O/04), and CIDI/RES. 168 (X-O/05) “Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing”,
CONSIDERING:

That in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government committed to continue implementing sound macroeconomic policies, prudent fiscal and monetary policies, appropriate exchange rate regimes, prudent and appropriate public debt management, diversification of the economy, and the improvement of competitiveness;

That in that same Declaration the Heads of State and Government recognized the important role that trade plays in promoting sustained growth and economic development. They also maintained that sustainable economic growth is the most important factor for the management and servicing of public debt;

That the Declaration of Margarita, which contains the recommendations of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, voiced interest in advancing, through bilateral, regional, and global negotiations, the development of an open and transparent international trade system that promotes economic and social development and contributes to the fight against poverty, improved living standards, and enhanced trade opportunities for all; and

BEARING IN MIND:

The importance of international trade in the context of globalization and of the proposals to establish free trade areas in the Americas;

Paragraph 36 (“Trade, debt, and finance”) of the Doha Declaration, adopted on November 14, 2001, at the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO);

That in the Declaration of Nuevo León the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to advance the Doha Agenda in order to benefit all our economies, particularly developing economies, by promoting, among other measures, better access to markets, by eliminating export subsidies, and by substantially reducing trade-distorting domestic support;

That the Declaration of Managua underscored that, among other factors mentioned in the Monterrey Consensus, official development assistance and external debt relief, as appropriate, may help to improve the capacities of some countries to promote social and economic development, and that this should be accompanied by sound domestic macroeconomic policies. Therefore, it is necessary to keep working towards new financial and economic domestic and international policies, taking into account the social dimension and the principle of shared responsibility in this regard;

The report by the Working Group on Trade, Debt, and Finance to the General Council of the World Trade Organization (WT/WGTDF/2);

Paragraph 13 of the Ministerial Declaration of the FTAA, adopted at the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Trade of the Hemisphere (Declaration of Quito), which states “[w]e also recognize the importance of encouraging the promotion of financial policies that are conducive to the growth of hemispheric trade and investment, which could help address the external debt problem of some countries in the Hemisphere”;

That on April 8, 2005, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1990 (XXXIV-O/04), a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) was held to study the relationship between trade, debt, and financing and to consider the impact of the debt service burden on the fight against poverty; and 
RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to study the relationship between trade, debt, and financing and to consider the impact of the debt service burden on the fight against poverty, held on April 8, 2005.


2.
To reiterate instructions given by CIDI to the General Secretariat to prepare a detailed report of said joint meeting to be submitted to CEPCIDI and, once it is approved, disseminate it as widely as possible. To suggest as well to member states that it be used as input for deliberations and discussions aimed at defining policy in the economic and social area. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF

MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 100 (XCIX-O/04), which convoked the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, and AG/RES. 2049 (XXXIV‑O/04), “Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology and First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 174 (X-O/05), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology”;

CONSIDERING:

That the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology was held on November 11 and 12, 2004, in Lima, Peru, with technical support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology; and

The final report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (document REMCYT-I/doc.11/04), which stressed the fundamental importance of science, technology, engineering, and innovation in the promotion of integral development among the countries of the Americas;

RECALLING that the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Education, Science, and Technology, support for implementation of the mandates of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI, as well as the preparation and follow-up of other meetings in the area of science and technology; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That on the occasion of the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, a technical seminar was held on “Financing and Priorities in Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean, which was cosponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the National Council of Science and Technology of Peru; and

That during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology a dialogue was held with civil society organizations and a ceremony was held to award a prize to young scientists from 15 member states,

RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration and Plan of Action
 adopted during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology; and to entrust the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) and the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), particularly the Office of Education, Science, and Technology, with collaborating with the sectoral authorities in science and technology in carrying out the activities and the agreements agreed upon.

2. To recognize the effort put by the Government of Peru into organizing and holding the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI.

3. To underscore the importance of holding the “Technical Seminar on Financing and Priorities in Science and Technology in Latin America and the Caribbean” on the occasion of the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology, cosponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the National Council of Science and Technology of Peru; and to instruct the General Secretariat to continue to develop this type of activity.

4. To recognize the importance of the dialogue held with civil society organizations, as well as the award presented to young scientists of the Hemisphere; and to encourage the continued implementation of activities with the collaboration and support of the public and private sectors.
5. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through SEDI, supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the science and technology sector.

6. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. 

DECLARATION OF LIMA
We, the Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology attending the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology Within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS), in Lima, Peru, on November 11-12, 2004, for the purpose of giving due importance to the incorporation of science, technology, engineering, innovation and education as major driving forces behind the economic and social development of the countries of the Hemisphere and bearing in mind the cooperation principles set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the actions which to this end were mandated by the Summits of the Americas, including the Summits of Punta del Este in 1967, Miami in 1994, Santiago in 1998, Québec in 2001, and Monterrey/Nuevo León in 2004, 
CONSIDER:
1. That science, technology, engineering, innovation, and education are fundamental to promote the integral development of the countries of the Americas, which encompass the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields, as well as job creation to combat poverty, in the framework of protection of the quality of the environment and integration of the gender perspective in policies and to strengthen democracy.
2. That hemispheric cooperation is a fundamental instrument to address the needs of each country for building human and institutional capacity and infra-structure for scientific and technological research.
3. That support for hemispheric initiatives in science, technology, engineering, innovation and education of common interest to the member states promotes solidarity and cooperation between each other and contributes to the exchange of information on successful practices and experiences.
4. That given the wide disparity in science, technology, engineering, innovation and education among the different countries of the Americas, it is critical to support those less developed in these areas, in order to promote their democratic integral development.
5.
That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 of CIDI, where scientific capacity building and the exchange of technologies are priority areas of action, identifies that “the struggle against poverty and inequality, and especially the eradication of extreme poverty is a common and shared responsibility of the member states, and are essential factors in promoting and consolidating democracy. Furthermore, the need to achieve integral, just and sustainable social and economic development continues to pose a challenge for the Hemisphere.”
6.
That the Inter-American Science and Technology Program (PRICYT) is a mechanism aimed at facilitating the formulation of development initiatives based on science and technology in the framework of CIDI.
7.
That it is of the utmost importance to link these efforts with those  of the Summits of the Americas, especially the one that will take place in 2005 in Argentina, which has as its theme the creation of employment to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance,
8. That it is fundamental to promote the development of science, technology, engineering and innovation in cooperation and partnership with the private sector, particularly through the active use of information and communication technologies, as a means to significantly increase the level of investment in these areas. 

9.
That the value of the participation and contribution of civil society in the scientific and technological development and in innovation should be recognized.
WE DECLARE THAT WE WILL JOIN EFFORTS TO:
1. Promote the sustained growth of investment in science, technology, engineering, and innovation in our countries, which should be integrated into our respective economic policies to achieve economic and social well-being of the nations, including the participation of both the public and private sectors to strengthen the productive sector and basic services to improve the quality of life of our peoples, all within the framework of domestic sustainable development, taking into account the principles of solidarity, shared responsibility and cooperation.
2. Endeavor that all member states establish effective national policies in science, technology, engineering and innovation, which are clearly integrated with economic and social policies, by the year 2007. 
3. Work towards the wide acceptance and recognition of the fundamental importance of incorporating science, technology, engineering, and innovation in our nations as leading elements of their social and economic development strategy; integrate and promote them in national and regional strategic development plans for the fundamental purpose of reducing poverty in the hemisphere.
4. Support the establishment of national innovation systems oriented towards the productive sector, both public and private, to improve their competitiveness through the use of science and technology and of qualified human resources that promote the generation and dissemination of technological innovation, aiming for the integral development of our countries.
5. Foster the expansion of human, institutional capacities and infrastructure to undertake scientific and technological research in a framework of environmental protection, gender equity and equality, and openness to the inter-relation between the public and private sectors.
6. Strive to narrow the gap in scientific, technologic, engineering and innovative capacities among the different countries of the Americas, by supporting those less developed in these areas, through increased cooperation in, inter alia, capacity building, technology transfer, research and education.
7. Promote the harmonization and coordination of science, technology, engineering, and innovation programs implemented by various bilateral and multilateral organizations in order to achieve the best results in applying available resources.
8. Facilitate the greatest interaction possible between scientific and technologic research communities by fostering the establishment and consolidation of advanced research networks and synergy among educational institutions, research centers, the public and private sectors, and civil society.
9. Promote applications of science, technology, engineering, and innovation as a means to increase social inclusion, especially of the most vulnerable groups; reduce poverty; and consolidate democracy in the countries of the region.
10. Encourage the social science approach for an understanding and assimilation of scientific and technological development in society, promoting a strong interaction between the natural and social sciences.
11. Support the creation at the OAS of a program of information and services that supports science and technology (science and technology indicator networks, geographic information systems, scientific databases) as a tool to formulate regional and national policies and programs and monitor and measure their social and economic impacts and their permanent dissemination.
12. Enhance science education, both formal and non formal, to encourage the incorporation of the entire population, and especially young people, into science, technology, engineering, and innovation activities aimed at promoting the economic and social development of the Americas, with the ultimate end of promoting scientific vocations and the public understanding of science.
13. Foster integral education, which includes continuing education for the adult population and emphasizes computer literacy, aimed at developing a labor force for the twenty-first century skilled in information and communication technologies.
14. Encourage the participation of all stakeholders in policy decision making on matters of science, technology, engineering, and innovation.
15. Implement the Lima Plan of Action and support the hemispheric initiatives in science, technology, engineering, innovation and education of common interest to the Member States as well as other initiatives conceived in bilateral and multilateral levels within the region, with special consideration for those countries where their implementation would have the most impact and contribute to their development.
16. Convene annual meetings of science, technology, engineering, and innovation commissions to follow up on this Declaration of Lima and its Plan of Action, and disseminate their national and hemispheric results and experiences.
PLAN OF ACTION OF LIMA
INTRODUCTION

The principles spelled out in the Declaration of Lima and the shared view of the countries of the Hemisphere are expressed in specific lines of action to pursue the development objectives agreed upon in the region and set forth in the Declaration of Cartagena, the Declaration of Nuevo León, and the agreements reached during the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT).  Science, technology, engineering and innovation are major driving forces that will help the countries to foster economic and social development in the cooperative framework provided in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the mandates established for that purpose at the Summits of the Americas in Miami, in Santiago, in Quebec City, and Monterrey.  The principles adopted in the Declaration will serve as the foundation for partnership with governments and all interested parties on activities of interest to the Hemisphere, a group on countries, and individual countries, with the ultimate end of promoting social inclusion and fighting poverty.

The purpose of the Plan of Action is to promote the overall objectives set forth in the Declaration of Lima, recognizing the need to create employment to face poverty and strengthen democratic governance that will promote participation and shared responsibility on the part of the state, civil society, and political society, so as to achieve real progress in the vital task of integrating the countries and fostering social and economic development to improve the living standards of our peoples.
PLAN OF ACTION

We, the ministers and high authorities of Science and Technology participating in the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI, recognize and approve the following hemispheric strategies and policy proposals for science and technology, which were recommended by COMCYT at its fourth regular meeting, and confirm our commitment to the following Plan of Action, that shall focus on the following seven commitments:
I.
ENCOURAGING INVESTMENT IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT
1.
Investment

We recognize the priority and importance of science, technology, engineering, and innovation for the socioeconomic development of our countries.  We support the commitment to a sustained allocation to those areas in the national budget, and to promote the sustained growth of investment in science, technology, engineering and innovation. 

2. Intellectual Property

We encourage the development of policies and the creation or strengthening of regulatory systems allowing scientists and the entrepreneurial sector to protect their innovations and develop technology applications, with special attention to cutting-edge technologies, in order to improve living standards for our citizens and promote competitiveness.
3. Creation of Employment and Innovation


We encourage the use of technology as a national and hemispheric response to the challenges of social demands, since we believe that the high rates of unemployment in the Americas, together with the scarce opportunities available to its inhabitants to learn and be trained for decent employment, call for innovative practices in scientific and technical vocational education. We believe, therefore, that the public and private sectors should promote innovation, and participate intensively in providing good basic technical training, to create new businesses and jobs.
II.
STRENGTHENING NATIONAL AND REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
1.
Strengthening the Scientific Community and Scientific Institutions at the National and Regional Levels


We will strengthen the scientific community and scientific institutions at the national and regional levels, fostering participation by universities, national academies of science, medicine, and engineering, and by science and technology associations, including youth science organizations, in pursuing this goal. 

2. Promoting the Development of Information and Telecommunications Technology Infrastructure for Scientific Research and Education (Cyberinfrastructure, E-science)

To foster the improvement and expansion of national and regional infrastructure --human resources, networks, software, computer and archival resources, digital libraries and information management systems and services, scientific databases, digital geographic information, instruments, sensors, and laboratories of the Americas–to allow the region’s countries to participate in advanced, global research projects and in the world economy. 


To promote and support the development of telecommunications, advanced networks, and information infrastructure that includes digital information management systems in the region, as well as the creation of national and regional policies and programs for digital government or e-government, so as to propel the countries of the region toward competitive, knowledge-based economies, facilitate access to science and technology resources, strengthen the areas of science, health, and education, and strengthen essential economic and social activities, maintaining and promoting cultural diversity.
3.
Identifying Centers of Excellence for Training and Research in the Region

We will identify and develop national and regional centers of excellence to serve as reference to facilitate cooperation in research and researcher training in the whole region. 

4.
Promoting Development Clusters and Business Associations 


We encourage business associations, at the national and multinational levels, to use different cooperative approaches, such as networks, development groups, and worker participation in innovation, to improve competitiveness and the quality of life of our peoples. 

5.
Developing National Institutional Infrastructure 


We will devise policies to strengthen the development of adaptable, flexible institutions capable of: recognizing the ability of science, technology, engineering, and innovation to increase the competitiveness of the productive sectors; adapting their innovation models to respond to public and private sectors requirements; creating networks to generate and coordinate the knowledge these sectors require; and mainstreaming the gender perspective into their activities. Science, technology, engineering and innovation should be viewed not as expenditure, but as an investment. 

6.
Promoting the Industrial Development and the Transfer of Technology


We encourage the development of innovation centers and “startups” and mechanisms of technology transfer to promote industrial development in close association with research and development institutions, following best practices. 

7.
Promoting Shared Infrastructure and Laboratories


We encourage the establishment of shared laboratory infrastructure that promotes research and horizontal cooperation, linked with metrology, biotechnology, materials science, and nanotechnology, and other relevant areas to provide access for the region’s less developed countries.
8.
Promoting the Development of Geographic Information Systems and Services for All


We promote the sustainable production, availability, access and application of standardized digital data and geographic information to assist both policy formulation and decision making processes, to support research and scientific processes, and to disseminate science and knowledge to the general public.
III.
STRENGTHENING NATIONAL, REGIONAL, AND HEMISPHERIC POLICIES
1.
Formulating National Strategies and Policies in Each Member State


We will formulate, as appropriate, national policies and strategies in our respective states to develop science, technology, engineering, and innovation in accordance with our needs and in relation to our main endeavors, in consultation with the other major stakeholders, by the year 2007 as a goal of the member states of the OAS. 

2. Encouraging Support for Countries with a Science and Technology Gap


We will focus our efforts on responding to the needs and expectations of our countries, promoting horizontal collaboration and cooperation in science and technology and encouraging partnerships, taking into account our diversity and the uneven levels of development in science and technology, with the ultimate aim of reducing existing gaps.
3.
Encouraging Collaborative Research Projects That Promote South-South and North-South Interactions


We will develop regional initiatives related to programs and projects for bilateral and multilateral collaboration in specific areas that could be improved, expanded, adapted to other countries, and publicized.
4.
Promoting Science and Technology to Promote and Expand Democracy


We support and promote the application of science and technology and related information services as one of the means for democracy-building, so that all citizens may participate actively in informed decision-making and oversee the implementation of those decisions, which will contribute to the development of appropriate mechanisms for the inclusion of marginalized and underprivileged groups. 

IV.
STRENGTHENING AND DISSEMINATING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 

ENGINEERING, INNOVATION, AND SCIENCE EDUCATION
1.
Importance of Hemispheric Cooperation to Popularize Science and Technology


We foster the popularization of science and technology, and science education, which have a central role in the socioeconomic, cultural, and environmental development of our countries. To that end we promote the establishment of a hemispheric program that coordinates strong and effective action among countries and permits the expansion of efforts to improve the population’s scientific and technical literacy. 

2.
Education and Human Resource Training to Increase Capabilities in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation


We will work to achieve advanced training with scholarship programs at the postgraduate level on multidisciplinary programs and subjects closely related to the problems of our countries – given that human resource training is one of the essential components in strengthening science and technology capabilities – with special attention to those countries that have the widest science and technology gap.  In this endeavor, we encourage building upon existing programs, such as the OAS Scholarship Program. 

We will favor the establishment of science education programs for all citizens, starting with early education, using innovative, collaborative approaches to promote creativity and critical thinking. 

3.
Gender Equity and Equality in Capacity Building


We promote gender equity and equality in all human resource training programs for science and technology development, giving the highest priority to improving the quality of science and technology education at all levels, with particular attention to eliminating the effect of gender bias and promoting creativity and a critical point of view at all levels, especially at the earliest stages. 

V.
STRENGTHENING PROGRAMS FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY INDICATORS, DATABASES, PORTALS, PUBLICATIONS, AND SCIENCE JOURNALS


We will work to create a regional science and technology indicators program, taking into consideration the existing experiences in the Hemisphere, and recognizing the importance of assessing the social impact of national and regional science and technology development programs. We also promote the formulation of sectorial indicators in the various areas of science and engineering.


We will work to expand regional information networks, databases, portals, and the dissemination and cataloguing of web-based science journals and publications, which strengthen science, technology, and innovation, to make them available and affordable to all countries in the region.
VI.
HEMISPHERIC INITIATIVES

We strengthen our commitment to support concrete hemispheric initiatives aimed at the development and implementation of topics of interest to all member states, including inter alia the following:
1.
“Recommendations for Integrating a Gender Perspective in Science and Technology Policies and Programs in the Americas” 

Develop the necessary actions to integrate the gender perspective in science and technology policies and programs of the member states, in order to achieve full participation of women and men. Women and men should be equal partners in the design, production and in sharing the benefits of the knowledge society.
2. “Engineering for the Americas” 

Build local engineering capacity to create knowledge that ensures the solution of local needs and opens the chance to compete for global opportunities. Engineering excellence is a key ingredient in the application of science and technology to the solution of the world’s economic and social problems to achieve economic growth. 

3. “Inter-American Materials Collaboration through the Inter-American Materials Collaboration (CIAM) Programs” 


Support collaboration for joint research in materials and nanotechnology, strengthening the coordinated multi-agency program CIAM and its efforts to expand networking between scientists in participating countries in the Americas.
4. “National Research and Education Networks (NRENs) in the Americas, and the Latin American Advanced Networks Cooperation (CLARA)”


Develop advanced networks and infrastructure to interconnect human capacities, specialized resources and shared laboratories, sensors and instruments, databases, and their research organizations to strengthen education, science and technology and health in the Americas in the 21st century, using existing mechanisms such as the CLARA Project.

5.
“Global Change Research through the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI)” 


Support the strengthening of the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI) recognizing the importance of developing the capacity for understanding the integrated impact of global change on regional and continental environments in the Americas, and to promote collaborative research and informed action at all levels.
6.
“Inter-American Program of Indicators for Science, Technology and Innovation” 

Support the creation of a Regional Program on Science and Technology Indicators, utilizing the current mechanisms of cooperation of the Ibero-American/Inter-American Network on Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT), recognize the importance of measuring the differentiated social impact of national and regional science and technology programs for development, and promote the formulation of sectorial indicators, taking into account the desegregation by sex.
7.
“Popularization of Science” 


Support programs and activities to strengthen the public understanding of science, at both the national and regional levels, recognizing the critical role that the popularization of science and technology plays in the socioeconomic, cultural and environmental development of the countries in the Americas. 

8.
“Geographic Spatial Information for Integral Development in the Americas”


Promote and consolidate the renovated role of geographic information systems for the integral development of the Hemisphere, and facilitate projects that stimulate geographic information services as a basis for planning and decision-making in our countries. 

9.
“Legal Metrology for the Caribbean”


Support the creation of a reliable metrological infrastructure for the Caribbean countries, composed of good standards, calibration services, testing laboratories, quality control systems and recognized certification, to overcome technical barriers to trade and facilitate their more efficient integration in the global market economy. 

10.
“Advanced Networking for the Caribbean Region”


Support the establishment of advanced networks in the Caribbean region with interconnections through Central America and the other countries of the Western Hemisphere, recognizing that networking and information infrastructure is a critical vehicle for propelling countries of the region into competitive knowledge-based economies. This will enhance projects such as the Latin American Cooperation of Advanced Networks (CLARA).  

11.
“Scientific Education with Support from the Inter-American Network of Academies of Science (IANAS)”


Support science education initiatives in the Americas, in particular the Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences (IANAS) Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE), through which our peoples can understand the importance of scientific endeavor for their cultural and socioeconomic development. Science education is the most important way through which national societies of all countries learn about science, its values, concepts and objectives. 

12.
“Biotechnology for the Americas”


Stimulate the formulation of a biotechnology program for the Americas that allow the countries in the region to increase their commitment in research and development and establish collaborative efforts at the hemispheric level, develop human resources and infrastructure, and establish a legal framework within which biotechnological development may occur. Special attention will be given to the application of biotechnology in tropical agriculture in order to enhance the nutrition of staple foods.
13.
“Digital Government in the Americas”
Support a collaborative regional initiative in digital government that would permit the active development and application of science and technology to the implementation of digital government, in order to provide the potential for reductions in public expenditures and improved services to citizens; facilitate inter-country and inter-agency data sharing for economic, social, scientific and technological development; and permit governments to benefit from and enhance each other’s digital automation efforts. 

14.
“Databases, Portals, Publications and Scientific Journals”

Support the expansion and dissemination of regional information networks, databases, portals, catalogs of magazines and scientific publications - Internet based, that strengthen the management of scientific and technological activity and of innovation, such as the ScienTI Network (International Network of Information and Knowledge Sources for Science, Technology and Innovation Management), Platform Lattes of Brazil, INFOCYT Network (Information Network on Science and Technology for Latin America and the Caribbean), SciELO (Scientific Library Online), and Latindex (Regional Information System for Online Scientific Periodicals of Latin America, the Caribbean, Spain and Portugal), in order to make them available in other countries of the region.
15.
“Productive Competitiveness and Employment for the Americas”

Support the implementation of a Program of Productive Competitiveness and Employment for the region that considers a social and labor agenda.
VII.
FOLLOW-UP TO THE MEETINGS OF MINISTERS AND HIGHEST AUTHORITIES IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1.
The governments, through their ministers and high authorities in science and technology, will continue to meet periodically to enhance and devise new forms of cooperation and understanding among the countries of the Americas, strengthening the hemispheric framework of institutions and conveying those suggestions to the Summit of the Americas process.
2.
To reiterate the commitment assume during the meeting of ministers responsible for science and technology, held in Cartagena de Indias, to hold ministerial meetings at least every three years and those of COMCYT every year.
3.
The governments will have the primary responsibility for implementing the mandates set forth in the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Ministerial Meeting.  The Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology will continue to act as liaison to all government organizations involved in the fulfillment of the Declaration and the Plan of Action, in keeping with the activities supported by the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process.
4.
The governments will invite the organizations of the Inter-American System, including the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the World Bank, inter alia, as well as other cooperation agencies, to strengthen existing agreements to promote science and technology development in the Hemisphere through cooperation and mutual support, with the aim of complementing specialized technical knowledge and thus making more financial resources available for more ambitious projects. Support will be sought from private-sector and civil society organizations.
draft resolution 

Microcredit and microfinancing for

job creation and poverty alleviation and instruments

for furthering social cohesion and community participation


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 166 (X-O/05) “Microcredit and Microfinancing for Job Creation and Poverty Alleviation and Instruments for Furthering Social Cohesion and Community Participation”,

CONSIDERING:


That the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere, and that this commitment was ratified in resolutions AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03), a priority inspired by the principles of solidarity and inter-American cooperation in the quest for equity and social justice and the integral development of its peoples;


That, according to the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust: A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas, strengthening democratic governance calls for the elimination of poverty and social exclusion and the promotion of equitable economic growth, by means of sound public policies and good governance practices that promote equal opportunity, education, health, and full employment;


That, in the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas held in Miami, Santiago, and Quebec City, as well as that of the Special Summit of Nuevo Leon, and in their respective Plans of Action, the Heads of State of the Americas pledged to promote, strengthen, and support the microenterprise and small business sector through programs in the areas of information, training, technical assistance, financing, and association-building, enabling these sectors to thrive over the long term;


That the first of the development goals contained in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit is to meet the critical challenge of reducing extreme poverty in the world by half by the year 2015;


That microcredit and microfinancing are key elements of the central topic of the Summit of the Americas to be held this year in Argentina, which is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance;  


That the United Nations General Assembly, in resolution A/RES/53/197, of December 15, 1998, proclaimed the year 2005 as the International Year of Microcredit and requested that the observance of the Year be a special occasion for giving impetus to microcredit programs in all countries, in particular in the developing countries;


That Microcredit Summit was held in Washington, D.C., in 1997, during which a global campaign was launched in order to “reach 100 million of the world’s poorest families, especially the women of those families, with credit for self-employment and other financial and business services by the year 2005”;


That said campaign brings together public and private microcredit practitioners, educational institutions, donor agencies, governmental and nongovernmental organizations, and others involved with microcredit and microfinancing so that they may promote best practices in the field, learn from one other, and work toward reaching the Summit goal, and


That, in the framework of that global campaign, the Regional Microcredit Summit for Latin America and the Caribbean was held in Santiago, Chile (April 19-22, 2005),
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That a high percentage of families in the Hemisphere do not have access to, or are excluded from financial services and formal credit systems, since such credit operations with those families are not considered profitable for the formal banking system;

That in numerous Latin American and Caribbean countries a system is in place based on informal production activities that contribute to the survival of a large segment of the population;

That millions of people are striving to overcome social and economic exclusion by developing small-scale productive and commercial activities, both rural and urban, outside the formal economic structure, launching modest productive and trade initiatives that develop unused resources; work toward economic, social, political, and cultural development; and take solidarity concerns into account;

That it is essential to promote technological and productive innovation, access to arable land, irrigation, education, basic health care, gender equity, and economic and environmental sustainability so as to generate different forms of socially just production, marketing, and wealth distribution, which may contribute to meeting the needs of families and communities traditionally excluded from development processes, thus enabling the benefits of development to accrue equally to everyone;

That microcredit and microfinancing are important financial tools for fighting poverty; foster the creation of wealth, jobs, and economic security; and provide independence to people living in poverty, in particular women, helping to build an economy in which everyone may participate, without exclusion;


That microcredit and microfinancing help to forge ties of solidarity, democratic community participation, and social cohesion and integration; to stimulate local economies; and to promote collaboration among persons and institutions engaged in economic development; and 


That funds, especially those from governments and donors, must be made available and channeled to microcredit institutions, through independent lending institutions at national and regional levels,

RESOLVES:


1.
To invite the member states to create, promote and/or strengthen microcredit and microfinancing systems and institutions tailored to specific national and regional realities in order to facilitate the mobilization of resources for microcredit to help reduce the economic vulnerability of families and persons who are excluded from the formal banking system.


2.
To invite the banking and financial institutions and savings and loan cooperatives, both public and private, as well as nongovernmental organizations, to establish microcredit and microfinancing services such that people may have quick access to credit on flexible terms and be able to repay the loan, in terms of rate, amount, and repayment period. 


3.
To urge member states to strive to increase the resources earmarked for microloans, through Official Development Assistance (ODA) and other channels, to those without access to the formal banking system and to invest in microfinance aimed at alleviating poverty, as a key aspect of their strategies to help meet the commitments contained in the Declaration of the United Nations Millennium Summit, especially with regard to poverty alleviation.


4.
To urge World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, and other regional institutions, banks, and financial corporations to increase the proportion of their loans and donations earmarked for microcredit and microfinancing.


5.
To request global and regional organizations and multilateral and bilateral governmental development agencies to continue to support through programs, including training and technical assistance programs, the development, strengthening, and modernization of microenterprises and small businesses to enable them to continue contributing to poverty alleviation in the Hemisphere.


6.
To recommend to the member states that their central, state or regional, and local governments encourage the procurement and/or use of goods and services produced by microenterprises and small businesses, to enable these producers to play a more active role in the country’s economic activities and help generate employment.

7. To invite those countries that have developed successful microcredit and microfinancing systems and programs to share their experiences and best practices and to include in their cooperation projects offers to provide help and technical assistance in this field.

8.
To instruct the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report on the implementation of this resolution to the next regular session of the General Assembly.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

strengthening of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 167 (X-O/05) “Strengthening of Micro, Small and Medium Sized Enterprises”,

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government stated:  “We recognize that micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises constitute a fundamental component for economic growth, employment creation, and poverty reduction in our countries.  We will support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises through policies and programs that facilitate their consolidation and incorporation into the formal sector, allow their effective access to markets and to government procurement, and, inter alia, promote investment in and training of human resources, and facilitate access to credit, business development services, and new technologies in order to reduce administrative costs.  Additionally, we will promote greater international cooperation in order to foster the sharing of best practices for the development of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises”;

That the strengthening of the micro, small and medium enterprise, is a key element of the central topic of the Summit of the Americas to be held this year in Argentina, which is the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance;


That, in the Ministerial Declaration of Quito, the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Trade adopted “the Hemispheric Cooperation Program as a priority of all our governments.  The Program is intended to strengthen the capacities of those countries seeking assistance to participate in the negotiations, implement their trade commitments, and address the challenges and maximize the benefits of hemispheric integration, including productive capacity and competitiveness in the region”; 

That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 (hereinafter “the Strategic Plan”) underscores efforts to support initiatives aimed at increasing the productivity and market access of small and micro enterprises and includes, among its objectives, support for activities to enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, and for projects and initiatives that strengthen the capacity of the business sector to generate employment and promote social well-being through foreign trade;


That the Strategic Plan recognizes the importance of supporting countries in the implementation of projects and activities in secondary and higher education that meet the needs of a constantly evolving labor market. It also includes measures designed to take advantage of new information and communication technologies; and

That, through the Hemispheric Cooperation Program, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Governments of Canada and the United States have allocated resources to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to strengthen the competitiveness of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises in order to promote trade and development through the use of Internet resources and information and communication technologies,
RESOLVES:


1.
To urge the member states to continue to strengthen micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSME) so as to contribute to economic growth, job creation, and poverty alleviation in the countries of the Hemisphere.

2.
To request the pertinent sectoral authorities to consider, during their ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees, the advisability of formulating policies and programs in support of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises. 
3.
To encourage the OAS General Secretariat to support, to the extent possible, efforts by member states aimed at strengthening the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises for trade and development by:

a. strengthening the institutional framework that supports the micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, in particular by facilitating their access to markets and to government procurement using electronic means in order to provide a broader dissemination of the existing opportunities available to them;

b. promoting the use by micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises of Internet resources and information and communication technologies, to improve quality management,  marketing, and to promote, accordingly, their association and participation in supply chains; 

c. human resource development and training for the micro, small and medium-sized enterprises to meet the workforce needs of an increasingly knowledge-based economy.  

d.  transferring lessons learned and sharing best practices in order to contribute to accelerating the development of the micro, small and medium-sized enterprises and job creation.


4.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING THE SUBSTANTIVE DIALOGUE IN THE REGULAR MEETINGS 

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 164 (X-O/05) “Annual Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)”,

CONSIDERING:

That, in the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States (OAS) to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);

That the Permanent Council (PC) and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) are principal organs of the Organization of American States (OAS), on an equal footing and at the same juridical and political level, and directly answerable to the General Assembly;

That each of the two Councils has the functions assigned to it in the OAS Charter and in other inter-American instruments, as well as those conferred on it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs;

That the purpose of CIDI is to promote partnership for development among the American states with a view to achieving their integral development, and, in particular, contributing to the elimination of extreme poverty, the principal scourge that the Hemisphere faces;

That the OAS Charter establishes that CIDI shall hold at least one meeting each year at the ministerial or equivalent level and shall have the right to convene meetings at the same level for the specialized or sectoral topics it considers relevant, within its sphere of competence;

That inter-American ministerial meetings in the different sectoral areas have been taking place with great success and have given rise to substantive and productive dialogues among their respective authorities; 

That resolution AG/RES. 1981 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development,” instructs CIDI to continue considering mechanisms and methods for furthering the process of strengthening policy dialogue and partnership for development, particularly as regards following up on the Summits of the Americas Process and the structure, representation, nature, and purpose of CIDI’s regular and special meetings and their relationship with the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), and to submit its conclusions and recommendations to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session;

That, pursuant to its Statutes, CIDI comprises one principal representative, of ministerial or equivalent rank, for each member state, who is specially appointed by the respective government;

That CIDI catalyzes the mobilization of human, technical, and financial resources and, within the OAS, coordinates implementation of the mandates arising out of the Summits of the Americas process, in its area of competence, in accordance with the provisions of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development; and


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the important mandates emanating from CIDI, the sectoral and ministerial meetings, as well as those from meetings of high authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, scientific, and technological areas, makes it necessary and fundamental for the Member States to maintain, in the meetings of such Council, a substantive policy dialogue on the topic that is covered and to achieve progress in the formulation of policies, the definition of priorities and the development of specific actions aimed at promoting integral development,
RESOLVES:

1.
To ask the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to select, at least 6 months in advance, the specific topic that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) will consider during its next meeting, so that the member states may be properly informed on the topic that they will cover and so that CEPCIDI and the General Secretariat of the OAS can carry out the preparatory work necessary to facilitate the substantive policy dialogue that is sought;

2.
To invite the member countries of the Organization of American States (OAS) to appoint representatives at the ministerial level, its equivalent, or high authorities linked to the topic under consideration, to attend the regular meetings of CIDI, so that it gives rise, at the political level indicated in the OAS Charter, to the mandates, guidelines, and recommendations should be implemented, and to follow–up on the work of its subsidiary organs and of the General Secretariat.

3.
To request CEPCIDI to ensure, pursuant to Title III of CIDI’s Rules of Procedure and in coordination with the member states of the Organization and the pertinent authorities in the General Secretariat, that steps are taken to promote an in-depth policy dialogue at the ministerial level, its equivalent or with high authorities linked to the topic under consideration, aimed at formulating policies, defining priorities, and carrying out activities.
4.
To encourage the member states, with the support of the OAS General Secretariat, to promote and foster, among their governments, the participation of representatives at the ministerial level, its equivalent, or high authorities linked to the topic under consideration, at the regular meetings of CIDI.

5. 
To reiterate the recommendation made by CIDI to CEPCIDI to evaluate the usefulness of having more than one regular meeting of CIDI each year, so that it would be possible to deal with procedural matters, particularly those that must be carried out prior to a General Assembly, separately from those issues requiring a substantive dialogue. 

6.
To instruct CIDI to report on the implementation of this resolution to the next regular session of the General Assembly.
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�. “Venezuela enters a reservation with respect to the paragraph on the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) [in the Declaration of Nuevo León] because of questions of principle and profound differences regarding the concept and philosophy of the proposed model and because of the manner in which specific aspects and established timeframes are addressed. We ratify our commitment to the consolidation of a regional fair trade bloc as a basis for strengthening levels of integration. This process must consider each country´s particular cultural, social, and political characteristics; sovereignty and constitutionality; and the level and size of its economy, in order to guarantee fair treatment.” 


�. 	The delegations of Argentina, Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Saint Lucia have entered reservations regarding this paragraph. Bolivia has entered a reservation exclusively regarding the phrase "consistent with international obligations." Venezuela has entered a reservation exclusively regarding the phrase "especially in the context of the process of economic liberalization."





Cultural satellite accounts are conceptual frameworks geared toward determining the link between the economy and culture. They are part of national accounting systems, analyze the contribution of the cultural sector to the GDP, and are a means of developing a harmonious measurement system for the sector.  There are two types of satellite accounts: (1) reorganization of the main classification of national accounts and introduction of additional components; and (2) expansion of consumption and production concepts and/or the scope of assets.
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