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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUPPORT FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF AND PREPARATIONS FOR

THE FOURTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITEL ASSEMBLY
(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 4, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2020 (XXXIV-O/04), which requests the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to present a follow-up report on its activities to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session;
RECOGNIZING:

The economic and social part played by telecommunications in our society;

The speed of technological change, the need to adapt telecommunication systems to the political and technical environment and to market requirements, and the importance of investment made to address that need; and

The importance of ensuring that the Organization continues enthusiastically and decisively to promote access by all citizens to telecommunications and to information technologies;
BEARING IN MIND:

That, at the third regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly, held in Washington, D.C., United States, in August 2002, the Administration of Costa Rica was chosen to host the fourth regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly; and

That holding a meeting at such a level is of the utmost importance to the Hemisphere in determining the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the telecommunications authorities of the Americas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That CITEL is the leading inter-American forum for dialogue on telecommunications matters and that it performs a task of the highest importance and effectiveness in following up on the telecommunications initiatives of the Summits of the Americas and implementing programs and projects of great value for the development of the countries of the Hemisphere;
That it is necessary to encourage active, high-level participation by the member states in formulating policies and designing and implementing priority strategies and plans; 

That the third regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly was funded with resources from Subprogram 10W – OAS Conferences; and


The significant progress made in identifying the region’s telecommunications priorities; and
UNDERSCORING:
The following activities undertaken by CITEL in 2004:
a.
Approval of various recommendations dealing with the coordination of appropriate, stable, and viable standards to ensure the interoperability and timely introduction of advanced technologies, particularly standards for protecting key infrastructure, broadcasting topics, spectrum harmonization, problems associated with telecommunications convergence, and economic aspects of telecommunications; 
b.
Making available different telecommunication professional development courses, using materials prepared by accredited training centers in the region and in coordination with the Center of Excellence for the Americas Region of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU);
c.
Presentation of a harmonized regional perspective, through the development of inter-American proposals, to the 2004 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly.  Preparations have also continued for the 2006 World Telecommunication Development Conference, 2006 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference and 2007 World Radiocommunication Conference;

d.
Organization of various seminars and workshops dealing with priority issues for the countries, such as next generation networks, cybersecurity, economic aspects of telecommunications, and telecommunications using the IP protocol; and
e.
Maintenance and expansion of cooperation among all member states and with the corresponding regional organizations,
RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the progress made with preparations to organize the fourth regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly, scheduled to be held in the first quarter of 2006, in San José, Costa Rica.

2.
To request the Secretary General to use his good offices with the governments of the member states to ensure participation by the highest governmental telecommunications authorities with a view to ensuring the success of the fourth regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly. 


3.
To request the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council, within the framework of existing allocations, to identify the resources needed to hold the aforesaid event, in accordance with the guidelines established in resolution CP/RES. 872 (1459/04), “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS.” 


4.
To recognize CITEL for its significant results in promoting the development of telecommunications in the region and, in particular, in fulfilling the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

5.
To instruct CITEL to continue evaluating mechanisms for encouraging active participation by all member states in its activities and, in particular, in preparing inter-American proposals, positions, and coordinated points of view for the upcoming major events to be held at the international level.


6.
To encourage the member states to continue implementing the telecommunications commitments of the Summits of the Americas, and to continue to disseminate and promote the implementation of CITEL’s recommendations within their respective Administrations.

7.
To request CITEL to submit a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
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