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· Report of the Electoral Observation Mission in Grenada (CP/doc.3963/04)

Ms. Jacqueline Deslauriers, Director of the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs, presented the final report on the Electoral Observation Mission for the general elections held in Grenada on November 27, 2003 (CP/doc.3963/04).  The Permanent Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Grenada, Ambassador Denis Antoine.

· Oral report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador

Mr. Edgardo Reis, a specialist in the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs, presented an oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission for the municipal and provincial elections in Ecuador on October 17, 2004.  The Council decided to take note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador Marcelo Hervas.

· Oral report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Nicaragua
Mr. Santiago Murray, a consultant in the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs, presented an oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission for the municipal elections in Nicaragua on November 7, 2004. The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez.

· Report of the Style Committee of the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly
As requested by the Council at its meeting of November 4, the Chair of the Style Committee, Ms. Catherine Vézina, reported on the outcome of the Style Committee’s consideration, at its meeting of November 15, 2004, of resolutions AG/RES. 1997 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1999 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2010 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2051 (XXXIV-O/04).  Specifically, she said that the Committee had corrected the defects of form in those resolutions, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. 

The Council then took note of the report presented at its meeting of November 4, 2004 (CP/doc.3951/04 corr. 1) and of its addendum, presented today, and decided to endorse the Style Committee’s recommendations. 

As concerned the recommendation on the footnotes and appendices to resolutions and declarations, the delegation of Brazil requested that, as long as there were no other solution to the matter, Article 81 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly be applied literally.

With regard to resolution AG/RES. 1996 (XXXIV-O/04), the Council recommended to the Committee on Hemispheric Security that it consider as soon as possible an appropriate translation of “confidence-enhancing measures” from English into the Organization’s other official languages.

Lastly, the Council asked the Acting Secretary General to certify and publish the volume with the stylistic changes suggested by the Style Committee in the two reports.

· Referral of reports
The Permanent Council decided to refer the following reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for study:

· Quarterly reports on the use of funds allocated under resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between April 1 to June 30, 2004, and between July 1 and September 30, 2004, by the Trade Unit (CP/doc.3955/04 add. 8 and CP/doc.3962/04)

· Report on fundraising covering the 12-month period ending on June 30, 2004 (CP/doc.3956/04)

· Report on the liquidity situation of the General Secretariat, submitted pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 868 (1432/04) (CP/doc.3957/04)

· Report on budget execution and transfers between chapters of the Regular Fund program-budget for 2004 and specific funds (CP/doc.3958/04)

· Note from the Secretariat pro tempore of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA on the financing of its activities in 2004-2005 (CP/doc.3961/04) 


The Council also decided to refer to the General Committee the First Semester Report from the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), January 1 to June 30, 2004 (CP/doc.3960/04). 

· Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the meeting held on April 9, 2003, CP/ACTA 1363/03.

· Other business
1. Report of the Acting Secretary General on the first 30 days of his tenure

The Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, presented a general report on the first 30 days of his tenure in that position. He commented on his visit to Nicaragua, as agreed to by the Council at its special meeting of October 17, and reported on his participation in the opening session of the XIX Pan American Child Congress, in Mexico; the IV Annual Meeting of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties, in Brasilia; and later in the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, in Lima, Peru.

Likewise, he announced the signing, with Ambassador Jorge Chen, Permanent Representative of Mexico, of an agreement between the United Mexican States and the OAS General Secretariat on the establishment of the Mexican Fund for Cooperation with Latin America and the Caribbean, in the amount of 123 Mexican pesos.

2. United States aid program for the Caribbean countries struck by hurricanes

The United States delegation reported on the establishment of an aid program for Caribbean countries recently hit by hurricanes and storms.  The amount of the aid program was $100 million over and above the initial $19.4 million contribution. 

The delegations of Grenada, Jamaica, The Bahamas, and Haiti expressed thanks for the assistance provided. 

3. Announcement by the delegation of Honduras

The delegation of Honduras reported that on November 4, 2004, the President of Honduras, Ricardo Maduro, had publicly apologized to the nation for failing to guarantee to the victims of forced disappearance during the 1980s the rights to life, humane treatment, personal liberty, and judicial protection.

4. Announcement by the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda

The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda announced that, in the context of promoting transparency and accountability and fighting corruption, a number of laws had been passed, which demonstrated its Government’s commitment to transform the country into a genuine participatory democracy.

5. Argentina ratifies the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

The delegation of Argentina announced that, on November 15, 2004, Argentina had ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.  It was the first country in the Hemisphere to do so. Said Protocol, adopted by the United Nations on December 18, 2003, had been signed by Argentina on April 30, and then adopted by the National Congress, by law 25.932, enacted on September 30, 2004.[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1456/05.
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