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I. INTRODUCTION

At its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The new Committee–the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)–has been charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization of American States and civil society’s participation in OAS activities and in the Summit process.


The present report concerns the CISC’s activities in the 2004-2005 period.  Those activities were conducted in compliance with mandates from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization, and in the performance of the functions that the OAS Permanent Council assigned to the Committee.  The report discusses a number of specific activities that the members of the Committee devised to carry out those mandates.

II. OFFICERS

The Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, took the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities because Argentina is the current Chair of the Summit process, as it will host the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

Once the Committee was installed, the Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Paul Durand, was elected Vice Chair at the Committee’s meeting of September 21, 2004.
III. SPECIFIC MANDATES

At its meeting of August 2, 2004 and through document CP/doc.3914/04 rev. 1, the Permanent Council assigned the CISC the following General Assembly resolutions to consider and to take appropriate action:  AG/RES. 1994 (XXXIV-O/04) “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”; AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”; AG/RES. 1992 (XXXIV-O/04) “Follow-up to the Special Summit of the Americas”; AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy” (operative paragraph 6.a), and AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas.”

The Committee was also to study the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) “Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation.”


The Chair introduced a Work Plan calculated to discharge these mandates, which the CISC approved at its meeting on September 21, 2004.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT


The CISC held six (6) meetings during this reporting period.  At these meetings, the Committee considered the topics of civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process; follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas; activities in preparation for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5; discussion and design of the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, and follow-up of the implementation of the Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation.
A. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” during this reporting period the Committee examined and approved thirty-four (34) requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the OAS’s registry of civil society organizations.  The Permanent Council approved thirty-two (32) of those requests; two more are under consideration.

In this regard, during the CISC’s meetings, the Chair underscored how important it was that the criteria the Committee used when examining these applications should scrupulously conform to the parameters established in the Organization’s rules and regulations, particularly those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03).


During this period, the number of registered organizations was up by some 35 percent over the previous year, which is indicative of civil society’s interest in partnering with the Organization.  It also serves to fulfill the member state’s mandate of increasing civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.


At its meeting on April 28, the CISC considered and approved the draft resolution on “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” introduced by the Chair (CP/CISC-170/05 rev. 1). That resolution contains the guidelines and strategies for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities, which were approved in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”
The Committee also examined the mandates from the Summits of the Americas.  Prominent here is the mandate from the Heads of State and of Government at the Special Summit of the Americas, held on January 11 and 12, 2004, where the dialogue among civil society, the academic sector and the private sector was institutionalized.  In the operative part of the resolution approved by the CISC, the member states reaffirmed their commitment to continue strengthening mechanisms for civil society participation and instructed the OAS’ political bodies to facilitate that participation, as well as promote the registration of civil society organizations in the OAS.  The efforts of the governments of Argentina and the United States vis-à-vis civil society participation in the Fourth Summit of the Americas and the thirty-fifth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, respectively, were recognized.
The Dialogue between the representatives of civil society and the heads of delegations of the member states on the occasion of the upcoming session of the General Assembly was included in the official preparations for that session.  With support from the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the General Secretariat has kept up an ongoing dialogue with the Government of the United States, host of the forthcoming session of the General Assembly, to prepare for and promote this event, whose central theme will be the General Assembly itself.
The Summits of the Americas Secretariat held the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum: "Delivering the Benefits of Democracy” on April 11 and 12, 2005, at OAS headquarters.  The purpose of the Forum was to encourage increased discussions and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations that monitor the implementation of OAS initiatives, Summit mandates, and work in the areas of the inter-American agenda.  The recommendations that came out of that Forum will provide a basis for the discussions that the representatives of civil society organizations will have with the heads of delegation of the member states and the Secretary General at the forthcoming thirty-fifth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

The Hemispheric Forum also afforded civil society with an opportunity to make their own recommendations on the subject of “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” which is the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, slated to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005.
The Civil Society Hemispheric Forum: "Delivering the Benefits of Democracy” served to increase civil society organizations’ participation in OAS activities and in the Summit process and improved the flow of communication and information among civil society organizations that follow issues on the hemispheric agenda.  It also gave them an opportunity to offer their own recommendations on the theme of the dialogue that the Ministers of Foreign Affairs will have during the thirty-fifth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.  With financial support from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and with additional resources from the Open Society Institute (OSI), the Summits of the Americas Secretariat financed the participation of 39 representatives from civil society organizations, while 31 representatives participated using their own resources to attend.
The Hemispheric Forum commenced with opening remarks from Ambassador John Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS; Mr. Michael Magán, Deputy Assistant Administrator, United States Agency for International Development (USAID; and Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, Acting Secretary General of the OAS.  In addition, Luís Alberto Rodríguez, Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, introduced the Forum’s proceedings.  The Forum included five working sessions, as follows:
I Session – Challenges to Democracy

II Session – Promotion of Human Rights

III Session – Social and Economic Development to Confront Poverty

IV Session – Multidimensional Security

V Session – Conclusions and General Recommendations from Civil Society
Out of the first session came 16 recommendations pertaining to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the 2004 Declaration of Nuevo León and the 2004 Quito Declaration, on the subjects of justice systems, civil society participation, reform of the political party system, election transparency, access to information, freedom of association, the right to vote, transparency, and freedom of expression.

The second session, for its part, produced 27 recommendations regarding the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, the Inter-American Convention against Racism, Xenophobia and Racial Discrimination, and the mandates from the Special Summit of Nuevo León as regards the functioning of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, human rights as the cornerstone of an approach to all issues before the Organization of American States, globalization, dissemination and application of the inter-American system for the protection of human rights, terrorism, public information systems, justice systems, protecting the rights of women, children, migrants, persons of African descent, indigenous peoples, and the displaced; corruption, and education in human rights.

The third session produced 6 recommendations having to do with the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration from the Summit in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, and the Declaration of Nuevo León. Out of this session came recommendations on transparency and accountability, microcredit, quantifying poverty levels, civil society participation; protection of vulnerable groups such as indigenous peoples, Afro-Americans and young people; discrimination and intolerance, and the crucial role that science, technology, engineering, innovation and education in sciences play.
The fourth session offered 11 recommendations related to the Final Declaration of the Special Conference on Hemispheric Security, the Pact of Bogotá, the reports on terrorism and human rights, on civil society’s participation and involvement in formulating public policy and monitoring defense, hemispheric security as a crucial component of preventing conflict and building the peace, terrorism, crime, modernization of security forces, emerging crises and conflicts, democratic governance, regional security policies, and education and training programs on peace and security.
The fifth session was devoted to drafting civil society’s recommendations on the issues considered at the previous sessions.
B. Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1994 (XXXIV-O/04) “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” the corresponding technical units presented their reports to the CISC on the following ministerial meetings associated with the Summit process:
1. Report of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Defense, held in Quito, Ecuador, November 16-21, 2004

2. Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and High-level Authorities, held in Mexico City, August 23-24, 2004
3. Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the framework of CIDI, held in Lima, Peru, November 11-12, 2004
4. Report of the Fourth Meeting of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties (FIAPP), held in Brasilia, Brazil, November 9-11, 2004.

Through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the General Secretariat provided support to the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group, held in preparation for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005.  At those working meetings, the Secretariat coordinated presentation of reports from partner institutions in the Joint Working Group on follow-up and implementation of mandates in the areas of Economic Growth with Equity and Social Development.  Support was also provided for the work being done to prepare for the Fourth Summit of the Americas.
With regard to the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Government of Argentina, with assistance from the General Secretariat through its Summits of the Americas Secretariat, facilitated civil society’s participation in the Roundtable with Civil Society and the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC): “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”  That event was held thanks to support received from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and additional resources provided by the Open Society Institute (OSI), and took place at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., on January 24 and 25, 2005.
This Roundtable with Civil Society and the Special Meeting of the CISC are part of an initiative that the OAS member states and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat have undertaken to increase civil society’s participation in monitoring and implementing the Summits’ mandates and to improve the flow of communication and information among those interested in the Summits of the Americas

These two meetings, the Roundtable with Civil Society and the Special Meeting of the CISC, welcomed civil society’s presence and called for a dialogue between the member states and the representatives of civil society.  Both occasions provided an opportunity to establish a nexus between civil society’s initiatives vis-à-vis implementation of the Summits’ mandates and the member states’ discourse.  A total of 131 participants were registered at these meetings, representing civil society, governmental agencies and international organizations.
The Roundtable consisted of four sessions on the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, namely:

Session I – Creating Employment in the Americas

Session II – Creating Employment to Confront Poverty
Session III – Creating Employment to Strengthen Democratic Governance

Session IV – Conclusions and Recommendations from Civil Society
In his welcoming remarks, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS and Chairman of the CISC, welcomed all participants to the Roundtable and announced the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  Ambassador Gil also stated that the selection of the theme by Argentina, “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance” went through the following premises:  jobs create the only genuine and sustainable mechanism to combat poverty and poverty threatens democratic governance.  For that reason Argentina proposed a reflection on the efforts that all countries made to eradicate poverty, inequalities and social marginality.
The Interim Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, also greeted the participants of the Roundtable and highlighted the importance of the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas: “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” which will take place in Mar del Plata, Argentina in November 2005.

At the Special Meeting of the CISC on January 25, 2005, the representatives of civil society exchanged views and experiences and presented their recommendations on the topics examined at the Roundtable with Civil Society to the delegations of the member states of the OAS.  Twelve representatives of the member states spoke at that meeting.

At the meetings of the SIRG, the Government of Argentina presented a document on the theme: “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance” and received the countries’ observations on the document.  Later, at the SIRG meeting held in March, the Chairman introduced a draft Declaration of Mar del Plata and the draft Guidelines for the Plan of Action.
During the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group and with the support of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Government of Argentina, as Chair of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, made it possible for civil society to participate in the Group’s meetings of October 19 and 20, 2004 and March 9 and 10, 2005.  This work included follow-up and promotion of mandates with various sectors of society, among them civil society, the private sector and the academic sector. 

Finally, at its meeting on April 28, 2005, the CISC considered and approved the draft resolution titled “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” CP/CISC-169/05 rev. 1, introduced by the Chair of the CISC.

The draft resolution considers the mandates contained in the Declaration of Nuevo León and underscores the importance of the Fourth Summit of the Americas and the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5.  In the operative part of the resolution, the member states are urged to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them; the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization are instructed to continue to give the highest priority to the Summits’ mandates; the General Secretariat, by way of the Joint Summit Working Group, is asked to file a report with the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) concerning the support provided to member states in pursuing Summit mandates and to assist the member states with the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  The General Secretariat is also asked to report on fulfillment and follow-up of the commitments contained in the Quebec City Plan of Action and the Declaration of Nuevo León.
C. Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas
The CISC was given the mandate of preparing and devising the “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” to comply with resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy” (operative paragraph 6.a) and AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas.”

The Committee advanced in its discussion of the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, based on the guidelines approved and the recommendations presented by the member states.  The Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS’ Department of Democratic and Political Affairs presented that document, which the states discussed at length.
Lastly, at its meeting of May 13, 2005, the Committee considered and approved the document “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” [operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04)] (CP/CISC-152/05 rev. 3) and the draft resolution “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” (CP/CISC-176/05 rev. 1).

Said draft resolution reiterates the commitment of the member states of the Organization to the full exercise and application of democratic principles and values in the Hemisphere, as set forth in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and other relevant instruments, as well as to the search for mechanisms for their full development.  It also reaffirms the contents of the Declaration of Nuevo León, especially in relation to democratic governance, and adopts the document “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” (CP/CISC-152/05 rev. 3).
This topic will be addressed by the Chair of the CISC in a separate report.  

D. Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation
In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) “Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation,” the Committee considered the progress reports presented by the Executive Coordinator of the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS’ Department of Democratic and Political Affairs.  In that report, the OPD highlighted the background of this subject, relevant mandates, procedures, and results.

Likewise, at it meeting of May 13, 2005, the Committee considered the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of this resolution (CP/CISC-174/05) and approved the corresponding draft resolution “Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation” (CP/CISC-179/05 rev. 1), presented on the initiative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico. 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Thanks to the CISC’s activities with civil society organizations, 36 new organizations were added to the registry during this reporting period, bringing the total number of civil society organizations in the OAS registry to 127.

Further, the Committee is gratified to see that the dialogue between the civil society representatives and the heads of delegation has become a routine part of the calendar for the regular sessions of the OAS General Assembly.

As for the activities for follow-up of the Summits of the Americas process, the OAS, through its various organs, agencies and entities, has focused its efforts on fulfillment of the Summit mandates and the activities in preparation for the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States has played an active role in the follow-up and implementation of the Summit initiatives and in promoting civil society’s participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

The Committee further considers that it is crucial that the General Secretariat continue to provide the support needed for implementation and follow-up of the mandates, which includes methodological and technical support to evaluate and implement those mandates.  It is also important that the General Secretariat works to ensure that these mandates figure into the ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the Summits, and that it continues to coordinate and promote civil society’s participation in OAS activities and in the Summit process.

The Committee also believes that the support of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat is vital to the success of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, and to the work of disseminating, promoting, following up on and implementing its mandates.

The Committee would like to thank the General Secretariat, especially the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Office for the Promotion of Democracy and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, for all their support during this reporting period.


This report and the draft resolutions embody the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future actions and are being presented to the Permanent Council and eventually to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.


Rodolfo Hugo Gil


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina


Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and


Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE

SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of April 28, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly on the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc.    /05 add. );

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994); the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996); the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998); the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001); and the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004);

BEARING IN MIND the decision of the member states to hold the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, under the heading “Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance”;

RECALLING that in resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a Special Committee of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management, and that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge it with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, thereby creating the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) in order to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization by the Summit of the Americas and to coordinate OAS preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the mandates arising from the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and, in particular, those contained in the section “Follow Up to the Plan of Action,” which also contains an acknowledgment of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating OAS activities in this regard and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to the Summits of the Americas process; as well as the establishment of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat;

RECALLING that the Declaration of Quebec City recognizes the significant results of the ministerial meetings held in support of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas as well as the importance of the contribution made by civil society to the Summits of the Americas process;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the work of the Joint Summit Working Group, comprising the Organization of American States, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the International Labour Organization (ILO);

RECALLING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government institutionalized meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and

RECOGNIZING the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Declaration of Nuevo León, and the previous plans of action, as well as the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas and the pivotal role of the inter-American system, and especially of the OAS, in this matter,

RESOLVES:
1. To urge member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.

2. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas.

3. To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

4. To request the General Secretariat to continue to serve, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León; to support the follow-up and dissemination of mandates as well as the preparation and technical coordination of the Fourth Summit of the Americas; and to offer to help member states implement the mandates assigned in its Plan of Action and those of future Summits.

5. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate civil society participation in topics assigned to the OAS by the Summits of the Americas process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.

6. To request that the General Secretariat, by way of the Joint Summit Working Group, chaired by the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process:

a. Present a report to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the support provided to member states in pursuing Summit mandates;

b. In its capacity as coordination mechanism, continue to promote the implementation and follow-up in all agencies of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas and of the Declaration of Nuevo León;

c. Assist in the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005; and

d. Hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings.

7. To request the General Secretariat to present, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, a report to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on fulfillment and follow-up of the commitments contained in the Quebec City Plan of Action and the Declaration of Nuevo León.

8. To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates and commitments on topics of interest to the OAS.


9.
To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to promote and disseminate among the various social actors the mandates and commitments emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that these actors may contribute to their implementation.

10.
To request the General Secretariat to strengthen the Summits of the Americas Secretariat so that it may have the human and financial resources it needs to support the follow-up and dissemination of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Argentina.

11.
To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.

12.
To urge member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.

13.
To request the General Secretariat to submit to the Permanent Council, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, systematic and detailed information on the budgetary and financial management of said Specific Fund.

14.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council, prior to the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of April 28, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly on the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (AG/doc.…  /05 add.);
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00);
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council on March 26, 2003, by resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and subsequently endorsed by resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas states that, among other initiatives, governments will develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Declaration of Nuevo León, adopted in Monterrey, Mexico, on January 13, 2004, at the Special Summit of the Americas, recognized the role of civil society and its contribution to sound public administration and reaffirmed the importance of continuing to forge new partnerships that will enable constructive ties to be built between governments, nongovernmental organizations, international organizations, and the diverse sectors of civil society to work in favor of development and democracy;

CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government proposed institutionalizing meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors;


CONSIDERING ALSO that Article 6 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter states:  “It is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”;


NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), to support participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue of heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly, before the inaugural session, as a regular activity, as indicated in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the recommendations and the dialogue stemming from the special meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities held on January 25, 2005, which included ample participation by civil society organizations of the Hemisphere;
RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations in strengthening democracy in all member states and the significant contribution they can make to the activities of the OAS and of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system; and
RECOGNIZING ALSO that civil society participation in OAS activities should be carried out in a context of close collaboration between the political and institutional bodies of the Organization,
RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening mechanisms for civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process and in the activities of the OAS, as well as the willingness of the Organization to implement concrete actions designed to achieve the effective participation of civil society in the Summits process and the OAS.
2.
To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to continue to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council on March 26, 2003 [CP/RES. 840 (1361/03)] and endorsed by resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), "Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities."

3.
To urge member states to report on existing procedures and regulations at the national level regarding consultations with civil society in the formulation and definition of government policies, to allow for an exchange of experience and best practices among the member states.
4. To continue to actively support the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities.

5.
To renew its request to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, with the active participation of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to prepare a report on the results achieved to date with respect to civil society participation in the Summits process and in the activities of the OAS, incorporating the views of registered organizations with respect to access to information, transparency of the mechanisms for participation, and means of participation.
6.
To encourage the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to study models for civil society participation developed by other regional organizations, in order to determine the best practices applicable to the OAS and the Summits of the Americas process.
7.
To renew its invitation to all member states, the permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 73 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and other rules and regulations of the Organization, to contribute to the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process, in order to support participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue of heads of delegation with the Secretary General and with representatives of civil society organizations.
8.
To continue to urge member states to:
a.
Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and in the Summits process; and
b.
Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand the opportunities for participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits process.

9.
To recognize the efforts of the countries hosting the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly and the Fourth Summit of the Americas to work with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations to facilitate and help organize civil society participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation and in preparations for the Fourth Summit, in accordance with the provisions of resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue and build on these traditions.

10.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy, if possible through the use of information and communications technologies.
11.
To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities referred to in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
12.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council before the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1994 (XXXIV-O/04), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/doc.    /05);

REAFFIRMING its intent to pursue the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas in Santiago, Chile (1998) and Quebec City (2001) and those undertaken in the Declaration of Nuevo León (2004) on strengthening municipal and regional administrations and promoting citizen participation in government policies;

BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society,” issued in June 2002 as a result of the first meeting of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD); and resolution AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04), “Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation”;

EMPHASIZING the recognition in the Declaration of La Paz that “decentralization, support for local governments, training, and citizen participation are genuine instruments for carrying out many of the Summit mandates, such as those on state modernization, the struggle against poverty, productive development, strengthening of democracy, citizen security, education, health, citizen inclusion and participation, infrastructure, disaster management, the fight against corruption, environmental management and access to technology”;

WELCOMING the holding in Mexico City, in September 2003, of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), and the results of that hemispheric meeting;

REAFFIRMING the commitment of member states to consolidating the RIAD; and

RECOGNIZING the work of the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS General Secretariat, as technical secretariat of the RIAD, and of the OAS in promoting and consolidating democratic governance in the Hemisphere, as well as the role of civil society and of local government organizations in following up on and strengthening those efforts,

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate its firm support for the objectives established by the Ministers and High-Level Authorities in their Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation.

2. To continue to implement the Mexico City Plan of Action, considering each country’s national context and its stage of decentralization, by following the guidelines established in resolution AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04).

3. To note with interest the establishment of the Technical and Financial Support Group, coordinated by the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS General Secretariat’s Department of Political and Democratic Affairs in its capacity as technical secretariat to the Network, to ensure the necessary resources for implementation of the Mexico City Plan of Action and to identify activities, experiences, needs, and the possible contributions of members to the fulfillment of RIAD objectives.

4. To note with satisfaction the subregional activities and the thematic meeting on federal systems, conducted pursuant to the Plan of Action with a view to transmitting reports to the General Assembly and the Fourth Summit of the Americas, as well as the progress made in establishing basic parameters and frames of reference to facilitate comparison of experiences, systematic organization of results, and orientation of decentralization policies through the RIAD.

5. To urge the chair and vice chair pro tempore of the RIAD, with support from its four assistant vice chairs and from the OAS Office for the Promotion of Democracy, in its capacity as technical secretariat, to follow up on activities and the implementation of the Mexico City Plan of Action, by preparing periodic progress reports to the member countries of the Network and the OAS, including the Secretariat for the Summit Process.
6. To urge the members of the RIAD to strengthen the Network as an instrument for multilateral cooperation to support the processes of development and democratic governance in the region.

7. To thank the Government of Brazil for its offer to host the third meeting of this hemispheric mechanism, to be held in the second half of 2005, and to request the valuable support of the General Secretariat in organizing the meeting.

8. To instruct the Permanent Council to convene that meeting.

9. To request the Secretary General to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
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