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TRANSMITTAL OF RESOLUTIONS APPROVED BY THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

(Presented by the Chair at the Permanent Council meeting of May 20, 2005)


The Chair of the General Committee places before the Permanent Council of the Organization for consideration the following draft resolutions, the texts of which have been approved by this Committee: 

1. “Support for the Activities of and Preparations for the Fourth Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly” (CP/CG-1619/05 rev. 2)
2. “Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress” (CP/CG-1634/05)

3. “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community” (CP/CG-1632/05 rev. 1)

4. Draft Declaration “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative” (CP/CG-1622/05 rev. 1)

5. Draft resolution “Public Presentation of Candidates Proposed for the Positions of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States” (CP/CG-1617/05 rev. 2)

6. “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1640/05)


Alberto Borea


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Peru

Chair of the General Committee
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUPPORT FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF AND PREPARATIONS FOR

THE FOURTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITEL ASSEMBLY
(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 4, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2020 (XXXIV-O/04), which requests the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to present a follow-up report on its activities to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session;
RECOGNIZING:

The economic and social part played by telecommunications in our society;

The speed of technological change, the need to adapt telecommunication systems to the political and technical environment and to market requirements, and the importance of investment made to address that need; and

The importance of ensuring that the Organization continues enthusiastically and decisively to promote access by all citizens to telecommunications and to information technologies;
BEARING IN MIND:

That, at the third regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly, held in Washington, D.C., United States, in August 2002, the Administration of Costa Rica was chosen to host the fourth regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly; and

That holding a meeting at such a level is of the utmost importance to the Hemisphere in determining the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the telecommunications authorities of the Americas;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That CITEL is the leading inter-American forum for dialogue on telecommunications matters and that it performs a task of the highest importance and effectiveness in following up on the telecommunications initiatives of the Summits of the Americas and implementing programs and projects of great value for the development of the countries of the Hemisphere;
That it is necessary to encourage active, high-level participation by the member states in formulating policies and designing and implementing priority strategies and plans;

That the third regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly was funded with resources from Subprogram 10W – OAS Conferences; and


The significant progress made in identifying the region’s telecommunications priorities; and
UNDERSCORING:
The following activities undertaken by CITEL in 2004:
a.
Approval of various recommendations dealing with the coordination of appropriate, stable, and viable standards to ensure the interoperability and timely introduction of advanced technologies, particularly standards for protecting key infrastructure, broadcasting topics, spectrum harmonization, problems associated with telecommunications convergence, and economic aspects of telecommunications; 
b.
Making available different telecommunication professional development courses, using materials prepared by accredited training centers in the region and in coordination with the Center of Excellence for the Americas Region of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU);
c.
Presentation of a harmonized regional perspective, through the development of inter-American proposals, to the 2004 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly.  Preparations have also continued for the 2006 World Telecommunication Development Conference, 2006 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference and 2007 World Radiocommunication Conference;

d.
Organization of various seminars and workshops dealing with priority issues for the countries, such as next generation networks, cybersecurity, economic aspects of telecommunications, and telecommunications using the IP protocol; and
e.
Maintenance and expansion of cooperation among all member states and with the corresponding regional organizations,
RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the progress made with preparations to organize the fourth regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly, scheduled to be held in the first quarter of 2006, in San José, Costa Rica.

2.
To request the Secretary General to use his good offices with the governments of the member states to ensure participation by the highest governmental telecommunications authorities with a view to ensuring the success of the fourth regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly.

3.
To request the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council, within the framework of existing allocations, to identify the resources needed to hold the aforesaid event, in accordance with the guidelines established in resolution CP/RES. 872 (1459/04), “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS.”

4.
To recognize CITEL for its significant results in promoting the development of telecommunications in the region and, in particular, in fulfilling the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

5.
To instruct CITEL to continue evaluating mechanisms for encouraging active participation by all member states in its activities and, in particular, in preparing inter-American proposals, positions, and coordinated points of view for the upcoming major events to be held at the international level.


6.
To encourage the member states to continue implementing the telecommunications commitments of the Summits of the Americas, and to continue to disseminate and promote the implementation of CITEL’s recommendations within their respective Administrations.

7.
To request CITEL to submit a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

XIX PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 9, 2005) 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT its resolutions AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Children in the Americas”; AG/RES. 1961 (XXXIII-O/03), “Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress”; and AG/RES. 2031 (XXXIV-O/04), “XIX Pan American Child Congress”;


REAFFIRMING its commitment to create a world fit for children, in which sustainable human development, taking into account the best interests of the child, is founded on principles of democracy, equality, nondiscrimination, peace, and social justice, and the universality, indivisibility, interdependence, and interrelatedness of all human rights, including the right to development;


CONSIDERING the appeal made in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, for full integration of the human rights of children and adolescents into the work of hemispheric institutions, and the important work being done by the Organization of American States, through its specialized organizations and conferences and its organs, agencies, and entities, to promote and protect the human rights of children;


BEARING IN MIND the Final Declaration and the seven resolutions adopted at the XIX Pan American Child Congress, held in Mexico City from October 27 to 29, 2004;


RECOGNIZING the important work that the Inter-American Children’s Institute is called upon to undertake, principally in the framework of promotion and protection of the rights of children; and taking into account the Institute’s annual report for 2004 (CP/doc.3994/05) and the resolution of its Directing Council adopting the Strategic Plan 2005-2008; and


BEARING IN MIND the six thematic areas addressed by the XIX Pan American Child Congress:

i. “The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of the Child”;

ii. “Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family”;

iii. “Children’s Rights and Their Relation to the Different Types of Families”;

iv. “The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law”; 

v. “Family Violence and Its Impact on Child Development”; and

vi. “Promoting a Culture of Respect for Children’s Rights:  The Roles of the Family, the State, Civil Society, and the Media,”

RESOLVES:

1. To express its satisfaction with the holding of the XIX Pan American Child Congress, whose central theme was the family, as it is the foundation of the integral development of children.

2. To express its satisfaction with the holding of the Special Meeting of the IIN Directing Council in Brasilia, Brazil, from April 25 to 27, 2005, at which, among other things, the Institute’s Strategic Plan 2005-2008 was adopted.

3. To reiterate the resolve of the states to intensify their efforts and inter-American cooperation aimed at advancing policies to promote, protect, and publicize the human rights of children.

4. To call upon member states to implement the resolutions adopted at the XIX Pan American Child Congress by maintaining a child-centered focus and incorporating a family and community perspective in planning and decision-making processes.

5. To urge member states to provide the IIN voluntarily with information regarding programs, projects, and activities that adopt an evolutionary approach to childhood and family matters, in order to record them in the database of the IIN’s Information Program (PIINFA).

6. To request the IIN to include in its annual report to the General Assembly the results of the projects, programs, and activities carried out pursuant to the Declaration and resolutions adopted at the XIX Pan American Child Congress and the priorities identified in the Strategic Plan 2005-2008.

7.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on follow-up to implementation of the Declaration and the seven resolutions of the XIX Pan American Child Congress as well as the priorities identified in the Strategic Plan 2005-2008.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES AND

THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM, THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE

CENTRAL AMERICAN INTEGRATION SYSTEM, AND THE

GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY

(Considered and adopted at the meeting of May 12, 2005)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2016 (XXXIV-O/04), “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community” (CP/doc.4006/05),
RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2016 (XXXIV-O/04), which outlines the activities carried out under the cooperation agreements between the General Secretariat of the OAS and the secretariats of the United Nations, the Central American Integration System (SICA), and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

2.
To request the General Secretariat to implement, within available resources, the recommendations of previous general meetings and to consider the possibility of holding meetings of this type in 2006 with the United Nations, with SICA, and with CARICOM in an effort to define new and updated modalities for cooperation between the General Secretariat and the secretariats of these organizations.

3.
To request the Secretary General to continue and to strengthen activities involving cooperation between the General Secretariat of the OAS and each of the following organizations:  the United Nations system, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community.

4.
To request the Secretary General to facilitate increased intersectoral contacts with the heads of the technical areas of the three organizations mentioned above.

5.
To request the Secretary General to present a report on these actions to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
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DRAFT DECLARATION
COORDINATION OF VOLUNTEERS IN THE HEMISPHERE IN RESPONSE

TO NATURAL DISASTERS AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER

AND POVERTY – WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE
(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of May 9, 2005)

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, MEETING IN FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA, ON THE OCCASION OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECOGNIZING the importance that the international community has attached to the development of effective national, regional, and international mechanisms to prepare for and respond to natural disasters, and to the need for appropriate coordination that will allow timely and needs-driven responses to a disaster, whatever its magnitude;
RECALLING that the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere, meeting on the occasion of the First Summit of the Americas, in Miami in December 1994, stated in their Plan of Action that the White Helmets Initiative could facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthen the humanitarian rapid response capability of the international community to emergency humanitarian, social, and developmental needs, and that the countries of the Americas could pioneer the initiative through the creation of national corps of volunteers that could respond to calls from other countries in the region;
AFFIRMING that developments in this field may positively contribute to the achievement of the objectives set by member states at the International Conference on Financing for Development, held on March 21 and 22, 2002 (Monterrey Consensus); the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held from October 8 to 10, 2003 (Declaration of Margarita); the Special Summit of the Americas, which took place on January 12 and 13, 2004 (Declaration of Nuevo León); and the first meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES/OAS), which took place on April 5 and 6, 2004, in Chile;
RECOGNIZING that the development of this initiative may contribute towards efforts to alleviate critical situations of hunger and poverty in the Hemisphere, wherever they may occur, and to assisting populations afflicted by natural or human-induced disasters, inter alia the poor, by promoting an effective and appropriate transition from emergency aid to rehabilitation, reconstruction, and development;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), and AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04);
RECALLING United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/182 “Strengthtening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations,” including the guiding principles on humanitarian assistance;

UNDERSCORING that the OAS/IDB/WH Program has been extended until 2006, and that the Special White Helmets Fund is in a position to receive voluntary contributions from member states, permanent observers, the international community, and multilateral organizations, as well as from private and individual sources that show interest in the White Helmets Initiative and its activities, particularly those conducted in developing countries;
UNDERSCORING ALSO that the aforesaid program for 2005 provides for the execution of humanitarian assistance projects in Latin America and the Caribbean within the framework of the Third Call and the organization of technical assistance workshops for the establishment of national volunteer corps and their coordination in the Hemisphere; and
CONCERNED at the number and scale of natural and human-induced disasters and their increasing impact within recent years in the Hemisphere, which have repeatedly overstretched national capacities and tested existing regional and international coordination mechanisms, as happened recently with the tragic floods and hurricanes in the Caribbean countries and in Central and North America and with the Indian Ocean tsunami, which revealed how important it is to address the vulnerability of communitites to natural disasters and to strengthen national and regional capabilities to cope with disasters risks,
DECLARE:
Their renewed support for the White Helmets Initiative, which is a valuable hemispheric mechanism providing human and technical resources to respond to social development, and emergency relief and rehabilitation issues in the region, and to the United Nations.
That, to that end, they agree to promote their cooperation, to share the experience acquired in crisis situations, and to seek the greatest possible efficiency in the development of emergency response mechanisms.

That they welcome the decision taken by the Governments of the Republics of Paraguay and Uruguay, which have designated their respective focal points for the White Helmets Initiative.
That they recognize the progress made in the Regional Seminars for the Promotion of Volunteers for Humanitarian Assistance in Latin America and the Caribbean - White Helmets Initiative, which were held in Montevideo in September 2004 and in Panama in December 2004, with the support of the Inter-American Development Bank and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS.

That they take note with interest the points of consensus achieved among the participants in the framework of the Seminars, including the importance of articulating a network of volunteers in the region who can work with national, regional, and international organizations, with the establishment of national focal points as appropriate, and the concern that each country should identify its national, governmental, and nongovernmental capabilities, programs, and experiences for the fight against hunger and poverty and the handling of emergencies, including the participation of volunteer corps.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES PROPOSED FOR

THE POSITIONS OF SECRETARY GENERAL AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 12, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECALLING the nature, purposes and principles established in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS);
BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter stipulates that the OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere;
CONSIDERING that the Organization fulfills its purposes through the General Secretariat, as well as other organs;
UNDERSCORING the concern of member states that those who serve as Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the Organization should commit to fulfilling the purposes proclaimed in the OAS Charter and diligently performing the functions established in said Charter, in other inter-American treaties and agreements, and by the General Assembly;
BEARING IN MIND that resolution CP/RES. 874 (1459/04) recommended that, when sponsoring candidates for the positions of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General, member states exercise due diligence, to ensure that the candidates meet the highest standards of personal integrity, professional ability, respect for democracy and democratic institutions, as well as for the defense and promotion of human rights;
BEARING IN MIND ALSO that the same resolution also resolved to continue examining this issue in order to develop proposals or criteria for strengthening this selection process;
IT BEING PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, for the member states and for civil society in general, to be familiar in advance with the plans, projects, and programs proposed by the candidates to the positions of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General, for the sake of greater transparency;
ACKNOWLEDGING the right of member states to present candidates for the positions of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General up to the very day elections are held during the General Assembly; and 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the duty of the Permanent Council under Article 91 of the Charter of the OAS to watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat,
RESOLVES:
1. To instruct the Permanent Council to invite the candidates put forward by member states for the positions of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General to give a public presentation to this Organization prior to the elections, in order to describe in greater detail their proposals and the initiatives they would undertake should they be elected.
2. The presentations will be made to the Permanent Council on a date to be determined by it and, if possible,  in the same meeting of the Council, which would be disseminated as widely as possible.
3. An opportunity shall also be provided for a separate dialogue between the candidates and representatives of civil society organizations duly accredited to the Organization; such  participation shall be governed  by the guidelines for the participation of civil society organizations in the OAS.
4.
This resolution shall not impair the authority of member states, established in Articles 73 and 74 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to present candidates for the positions of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General until the day of the corresponding election.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF CORPORATE

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Approved by the General Committee on its regular meeting held on May 18, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04), “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere,” and reiterating the importance of all its preambular paragraphs;

CONSIDERING that, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04), the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held a joint meeting at which the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) reported on the results of the conferences on corporate social responsibility held in Panama in 2003 and Mexico in 2004, and on the preparations for the conference to be held in Chile in September this year; moreover, the OAS General Secretariat reported on its activities in this regard, and presentations were made by representatives of organizations that are spearheading corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere; and

CONSIDERING the inclusion of a section on corporate social responsibility in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the achievements reached at the II Inter-American Conference of Social Responsibility “From Words to Deeds” held in Mexico City, September 26-28, 2004 in which international experts in various aspects of CSR participated, along with business associations, business leaders, government representatives and civil society, creating an important platform for dialogue and exchange of experiences to advance the implementation of CSR and environmental policies. 

2. To note that the Third Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility will be held in Santiago, Chile, from September 25 to 27, 2004; and to encourage the participation of member states.  Likewise, to instruct the General Secretariat to participate in the event and subsequently to prepare the corresponding report, inviting representatives of the Inter-American Development Bank to report on the Conference’s results.

3. To urge member state governments to support programs and initiatives to promote corporate social responsibility through internationally-recognized principles and guidelines, taking into account cooperative initiatives with the private sector.

4. To encourage member states to develop, promote, and encourage broader dissemination, exchange of experiences and information, training, and outreach in the area of corporate social responsibility.  Likewise, to encourage them to facilitate appropriate participation and cooperation in these efforts by the private sector, business associations, trade unions, academic institutions, and civil society organizations.

5. To suggest to the Permanent Council that an annual meeting be held in the framework of the OAS to exchange information on programs and initiatives and to assess the progress countries have made in implementing policies and measures to promote corporate social responsibility and that said meeting be scheduled to be held prior to the inter-American conferences on corporate social responsibility.  The meeting should include the participation from the groups identified in paragraph 4 of this resolution.

6. To instruct the Secretary General to work through SEDI to join the efforts of the Inter-American Development Bank and other international organizations and contribute to information exchange and capacity-building, to enable member states to be in position to promote CSR in their own private sector community.

7. To recommend to the member state governments that they play an active role in the negotiations under way in the International Organization for Standardization to establish a standard for corporate social responsibility (ISO 26000).
8. To recommend to the member state governments that they become knowledgeable about exiting internationally recognized voluntary principles and guidelines, as well as private sector initiatives, to promote corporate social responsibility, and, as appropriate to their circumstances, support such international recognized principles and standards and private sector initiatives.
9. To instruct the General Secretariat to support, with any external resources than can be mobilized, the provisions of operative paragraphs 4 and 7 of this resolution.
10. To recommend to member state governments that, in drawing up the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, they take into account the results of the Third Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility.















� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP14632E05�








