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DRAFT DECLARATION
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THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, MEETING IN FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA, ON THE OCCASION OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECOGNIZING the importance that the international community has attached to the development of effective national, regional, and international mechanisms to prepare for and respond to natural disasters, and to the need for appropriate coordination that will allow timely and needs-driven responses to a disaster, whatever its magnitude;
RECALLING that the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere, meeting on the occasion of the First Summit of the Americas, in Miami in December 1994, stated in their Plan of Action that the White Helmets Initiative could facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthen the humanitarian rapid response capability of the international community to emergency humanitarian, social, and developmental needs, and that the countries of the Americas could pioneer the initiative through the creation of national corps of volunteers that could respond to calls from other countries in the region;
AFFIRMING that developments in this field may positively contribute to the achievement of the objectives set by member states at the International Conference on Financing for Development, held on March 21 and 22, 2002 (Monterrey Consensus); the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held from October 8 to 10, 2003 (Declaration of Margarita); the Special Summit of the Americas, which took place on January 12 and 13, 2004 (Declaration of Nuevo León); and the first meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES/OAS), which took place on April 5 and 6, 2004, in Chile;
RECOGNIZING that the development of this initiative may contribute towards efforts to alleviate critical situations of hunger and poverty in the Hemisphere, wherever they may occur, and to assisting populations afflicted by natural or human-induced disasters, inter alia the poor, by promoting an effective and appropriate transition from emergency aid to rehabilitation, reconstruction, and development;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), and AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04);
RECALLING United Nations General Assembly resolution 46/182 “Strengthtening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations,” including the guiding principles on humanitarian assistance;
UNDERSCORING that the OAS/IDB/WH Program has been extended until 2006, and that the Special White Helmets Fund is in a position to receive voluntary contributions from member states, permanent observers, the international community, and multilateral organizations, as well as from private and individual sources that show interest in the White Helmets Initiative and its activities, particularly those conducted in developing countries;
UNDERSCORING ALSO that the aforesaid program for 2005 provides for the execution of humanitarian assistance projects in Latin America and the Caribbean within the framework of the Third Call and the organization of technical assistance workshops for the establishment of national volunteer corps and their coordination in the Hemisphere; and
CONCERNED at the number and scale of natural and human-induced disasters and their increasing impact within recent years in the Hemisphere, which have repeatedly overstretched national capacities and tested existing regional and international coordination mechanisms, as happened recently with the tragic floods and hurricanes in the Caribbean countries and in Central and North America and with the Indian Ocean tsunami, which revealed how important it is to address the vulnerability of communitites to natural disasters and to strengthen national and regional capabilities to cope with disasters risks,
DECLARE:
Their renewed support for the White Helmets Initiative, which is a valuable hemispheric mechanism providing human and technical resources to respond to social development, and emergency relief and rehabilitation issues in the region, and to the United Nations.
That, to that end, they agree to promote their cooperation, to share the experience acquired in crisis situations, and to seek the greatest possible efficiency in the development of emergency response mechanisms.
That they welcome the decision taken by the Governments of the Republics of Paraguay and Uruguay, which have designated their respective focal points for the White Helmets Initiative.
That they recognize the progress made in the Regional Seminars for the Promotion of Volunteers for Humanitarian Assistance in Latin America and the Caribbean - White Helmets Initiative, which were held in Montevideo in September 2004 and in Panama in December 2004, with the support of the Inter-American Development Bank and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS.

That they take note with interest the points of consensus achieved among the participants in the framework of the Seminars, including the importance of articulating a network of volunteers in the region who can work with national, regional, and international organizations, with the establishment of national focal points as appropriate, and the concern that each country should identify its national, governmental, and nongovernmental capabilities, programs, and experiences for the fight against hunger and poverty and the handling of emergencies, including the participation of volunteer corps.
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