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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, adopted in 1994, identified violence against women as a violation of their human rights and its elimination as essential for their individual and social development and their full and equal participation in all walks of life;

That, to date, 31 Member States have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará, thereby expressing their absolute rejection of and concern over any act of violence against women and demonstrating their commitment to the fulfillment of the Convention’s objectives and of the obligations they have assumed;

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has submitted to the General Assembly four biennial reports on progress made in the implementation of the Convention as well as on experiences and results achieved through the initiatives and programs pursued in the member states to combat violence against women;
That these reports indicate that, despite efforts to implement the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará, violence persists and is of such magnitude that it is imperative to continuously implement strategies allowing women to live free from violence;

That the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality have considered violence against women as an area for priority attention;
That resolution AG/RES. 1942 (XXXIII-O/03) on the Third Biennial Report emphasized the need to adopt the most appropriate and effective way to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará, and AG/RES. 2012 (XXXIV-O/04) on violence against women states that a mechanism that allows for monitoring and analyzing the manner in which progress is being made, and for  facilitating cooperation among the states parties and with the member states, will contribute to the achievement of the Convention’s objectives;
That the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States, held in April 2004, adopted resolution CIM/REMIM-II/RES. 6/04, whereby it urged member states to continue supporting the efforts of the Inter-American Commission of Women in the process of creating and implementing a mechanism for follow-up on implementation of the Convention, and to continue working collaboratively to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women, in both the public and private spheres; and

UNDERSCORING:

That, pursuant to the mandates set forth in resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXI-O/02) and resolution AG/RES. 2012 (XXXIV-O/04), a meeting of experts of the member states was held at OAS headquarters on July 20 and 21, 2004, which agreed on recommendations on how best to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará;

That, on the basis of those recommendations, on October 26, 2004, the First Conference of States Parties to the Convention was held, with participation of the States not Party and the collaboration of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Department of Legal Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat, which adopted the Statute to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI);

That the Thirty-second Assembly of Delegates of the CIM adopted a declaration expressing its commitment to the earliest possible implementation of the Mechanism, to enable the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará to be achieved and the women of the region to exercise their right to live free from violence, and encouraging all states parties and states not party to the Convention, permanent observers, international financial institutions, and civil society organizations to contribute to the OAS specific fund established for that purpose; and

That said meeting also adopted resolution CIM/RES. 229 (XXXII-O/04), “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” in which it expressed its satisfaction at the approval of the Statute of the MESECVI and decided to present it to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Fourth Biennial Report of the CIM on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97) and to request the Commission to continue presenting these reports every two years.

2. To welcome the adoption of the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI); and to invite all states parties and states not party to the Convention, permanent observers, international financial institutions, and civil society organizations to contribute to the OAS specific fund established for that purpose.

3. To express appreciation to the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM for the work done in the process of adoption of the Statute of the MESECVI; and to urge the Permanent Secretariat to continue to carry out  the important role of secretariat of the mechanism for its effective implementation.

4. To congratulate the member states for their efforts to effectively meet the objectives of the Convention, including the adoption the Statute of the MESECVI, in keeping with the priorities set in the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

5. To urge member states to continue to move forward, with support from the CIM, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and other areas of the General Secretariat, with the implementation of the MESECVI and to take concrete steps to ensure the effective enforcement of national legislation, consistent with the ratified regional and international conventions on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women, in particular the Convention of Belém do Pará, as well as coordinated action to ensure a culture of respect for human rights.

6. To encourage the member states that have not yet done so to ratify regional human rights instruments, in particular the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," as a sign of their commitment to, respect for, and advancement of the protection of women’s human rights.

7. To urge member states to allocate more human and financial resources in their national and regional budgets to help victims of violence and to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women.

8. To urge the Secretary General to allocate more human, technical, and financial resources to enable the CIM to continue supporting the efforts of the member states regarding  full implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, as well as other initiatives geared toward the elimination of violence against women.

9. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on implementation of the Follow up Mechanism of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
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