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· Report of the Board of External Auditors


Ms. Frances García, Chair of the Board of External Auditors, presented a report to the Council on the work of the Board. The report included the most important information on the financial situation of the Organization, pointed to the critical problems, and suggested measures to improve this difficult circumstance.

The delegations of The Bahamas, Brazil, Chile, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and the United States asked questions and made comments on the report.


The Permanent Council thanked Ms. Frances García for the report, decided to refer it to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, and offered its best wishes to Ms. García as she completed her work on the Board of External Auditors this year.

· Report of the Chair on consultations related to the following mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04)

Ms. Jacqueline Deslauriers, Director of the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs, presented a report on two activities planned in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.4009/05 and CP/doc. 4010/05).

The delegations of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Paraguay, Panama, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela made suggestions, observations, and comments on the matter. 


The Permanent Council decided that the topics merited closer examination and to refer both to the General Committee for consideration.  This would give delegations time to conduct the necessary consultations.  The thought was to plan these potential activities for the second half of 2005.  The Council also decided that delegations would submit their suggestions concerning these activities to the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs.
· Report of the Chair on consultations on the topic “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening of Democracy” [AG/RES. 2057 (XXXIV-O/04)]

The Council decided to postpone consideration of the topic until its next meeting, to be attended by representatives of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs.

· Presentation of the report on the execution of resolution AG/RES.  2014 (XXXIV-O/04)

Mr. José Manuel Salazar-Xirinach, Director of the Office of Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness, presented to the Council the report on Secretariat activities in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04), “Trade and Integration in the Americas” (CIDI/doc. 17/05 corr. 1).


The delegations of Canada, Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Grenada, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela spoke on the topic, as did the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi.  They thanked Mr. Salazar-Xirinach for the report and offered him their best wishes, as he was leaving the General Secretariat.


The Council took note of the report and of the comments by the delegations.

· Adoption of minutes


The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the regular meetings of April 7 and 14, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1405/04 and CP/ACTA 1408/04.)
· Presentation on preparations in Fort Lauderdale for the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly 

Ambassador John Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States, gave a brief introduction to the topic.  Next he presented Ms. Kristin Jacobs and Mr. Jim Naugle, Mayors of Broward County and Fort Lauderdale,  and the presiding offer of the Convention Center where the General Assembly will meet, Ms. Nicki E. Grossman.  He then recognized Ambassador Ronald D. Godard, who gave a Power Point presentation on Fort Lauderdale, the convention center, attractions, and information on the site of the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly.

· Other business


Situation in Haiti


The Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, reported to the Council on the latest development in the situation of former Prime Minister Yvon Neptune.  He requested that the Council support his taking action to find a prompt solution to the situation.  The delegations of Argentina, Haiti, Peru, the United States, and Venezuela commented on the matter.  The Council Chair also commented that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was just then completing a report on its visit to Haiti, which he hoped to receive shortly.  The Council thanked Ambassador Einaudi for his report and requested that it been presented in writing.  In addition, given the urgency of the topic, the Council encouraged the Acting Secretary General to continue to pursue solutions to the matter along the lines discussed.


World Press Freedom Day


Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, recalled that World Press Freedom Day would be celebrated on May 3, 2005.
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The Ambassador referred to a joint press release by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression, the OAS Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, the Representatives on Freedom of the Media of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights.  Ambassador Gutiérrez requested that the Council endorse the joint press release.
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	1.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting CP/ACTA 1481/05.
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