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DRAFT RESOLUTION

INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATION OF ALL OAS MEMBER STATES TO RESPECT THE ESSENTIAL RULES AND PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW TO PRESERVE

AND STRENGTHEN PEACE IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Presented by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

[RECALLING that the historical, legal, and political foundations of the Organization of American States originated with the Pan American Union, which arose from the Amphictyonic Congress of Panama, convened by the Liberator Simón Bolívar to preserve the independence of the American republics, to promote peace and solidarity, to strengthen sovereignty, and to promote the economic, social, and cultural development of the peoples of the American Hemisphere;]
RECALLING ALSO the principles set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter of the United Nations;

REAFFIRMING, in the terms of the OAS Charter, that international law is the standard of conduct of states in their reciprocal relations and that international order consists essentially of full respect for the legal equality of states, sovereignty, nonintervention, independence, and the faithful fulfillment of obligations derived from treaties and other sources of international law, [as well as good faith fulfillment of international obligations;]
/
Text for a new preambular paragraph proposed by the delegation of Mexico:



[REAFFIRMING ALSO that due regard for the following essential purposes set forth in the OAS Charter is an effective means of strengthening peace and security in the Hemisphere: to seek the solution of political, juridical, and economic problems that may arise among the states; and to prevent possible causes of difficulties and ensure the pacific settlement of disputes that may arise among the member states; as well as respect for human rights and the obligation to defend them through the organs of the inter-American system;]
REAFFIRMING that one of the [binding rules] [fundamental principles]
 for the preservation of regional peace on which the legal existence of the Organization of American States is based is that every state has the right to choose, without external interference, its political, economic, and social system, and to organize itself in the manner that most suits it, and has the duty to refrain from intervening in the affairs of other states;


Alternative proposal made by the Permanent Mission of the United States (taken from the first preambular paragraph of the Inter-American Democratic Charter)



[REAFFIRMING that representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace, and development of the region, and that one of the purposes of the OAS is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;]

RECALLING with dismay the various acts of aggression against the sovereignty of nations that took place in the Hemisphere’s past, seriously affecting regional peace and stability;


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States 


[RECALLING with dismay the various armed conflicts between and within nations that took place in the Hemisphere’s past, at times threatening  regional peace and security;]

GREATLY CONCERNED over the expressions, threats, and coercive acts of a hegemonic nature again being attempted in the region, through the abuse of military, economic, and financial might, which represents a threat to the international rule of law;
/ 
/

Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago 



[UNDERSCORING the desire to preserve and strengthen the peace and stability of the Hemisphere through the strengthening of democratic institutions at the national, regional, and international levels, especially those institutions that promote the principles of and respect for international law, including full respect for the sovereignty of states, the principle of nonintervention, and the settlement of disputes through peaceful means.]

[RECALLING that it is a duty and an inherent right of the peoples and governments of the Americas to defend their sovereignty and their political independence;]


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States

[RECALLING that it is a duty and an inherent right of the peoples and democratic governments of the Americas to defend their sovereignty and their political independence in pursuit of the values and essential elements of representative democracy expressed in the Inter-American Democratic Charter;]

CONVINCED that the member states must remain alert and condemn any attempt to impose a doctrine of superiority that would disregard the obligation to respect the fundamental principles of international law that are our guarantees of peace and security in the region and the world; and


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States

[CONVINCED that the member states must fully respect the fundamental principles of international law and representative democracy, including the independence and applicable constitutional separation of powers, which are guarantees of peace and security in the region and the world; and]
EMPHASIZING the principles of cooperation and solidarity, which encourage friendship among states,

RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm that the legal equality of states, their sovereignty and political independence, respect for the territorial integrity of states, and nonintervention are the principles of international law upon which the Organization of American States is built.


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States

[To reiterate the legal equality of states, their sovereignty and political independence, respect for the territorial integrity of states, and nonintervention in internal affairs of states, in accordance with the principles of international law upon which the Organization of American States is built.]


2.
To reaffirm also the right of all states of the Americas to their sovereignty and their natural resources.


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States



*[To reaffirm the vital link between democracy and stability, peace, and development in the region as well as the right of all states of the Americas to their sovereignty and of the peoples of the Americas to representative democracy and the pursuit of their vital national interests within the framework of applicable international law.]

3.
To recall that it is the inescapable duty of all member states to build an international economic order based on solidarity, cooperation, and participation under equal conditions to attain social justice.


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States (second part of Article 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter)

[To reiterate that the constitutional subordination of all state institutions to the legally constituted civilian authority and respect for the rule of law on the part of all institutions and sectors of society are equally essential to democracy.]

4.
To remind every member state, therefore, of its obligation to refrain from taking forceful or coercive actions against any other state.


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the Saint Kitts and Nevis



[To remind every member state that it has the duty to abstain from interfering in the affairs of another state.]
5.
To reiterate also that it is the obligation of member states to condemn, and to react with solidarity to, initiatives aimed at imposing unilateral doctrines of uniform thinking that gravely jeopardize the right of each state to choose, without interference in its internal affairs, its own political, economic, and social system and to organize itself in the manner that most suits it.
/

Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States



[To reiterate also that member states reject unlawful initiatives aimed at imposing conditions that gravely jeopardize the right of the peoples of the Americas to enjoy the rights and privileges of representative democracy, essential elements of peace which are described in the Inter-American Democratic Charter.]

Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of Argentina

[To call upon member states to take into account and observe the rules and principles of international law, as embodied in the Charter of the OAS.]

6.
To instruct the Permanent Council to establish, in the second half of 2005, a working group to devise a multilateral evaluation mechanism for follow-up on compliance by member states with the essential principles of international law that promote the peace of the Hemisphere.


Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States



[To request the Permanent Council to consider the establishment, in the second half of 2005, of a working group to devise a multilateral evaluation mechanism for follow-up on compliance by member states with the essential elements of representative democracy, including the applicable constitutional separation of powers, as expressed in the Inter-American Democratic Charter.]

7.
To instruct the Permanent Council to keep on the agenda of the next General Assembly session the topic of any form of interference with the legal personality of any member state, in the context of the provisions of Article 19 of the OAS Charter.
/

Alternative text proposed by the Permanent Mission of the United States



[To request the Permanent Council to consider placing on the agenda of the next General Assembly session the topic of the actions of any member state that, in the context of the provisions of Articles 18 and 19 of the OAS Charter and bearing in mind the provisions of the Democratic Charter, undermine the human rights of its citizens.]

Section of the U.S. proposal supported by Saint Kitts and Nevis.

[To request the Permanent Council to consider placing on the agenda of the next General Assembly session the topic of the actions of any member state in the context of the provisions of Articles 18 and 19 of the OAS Charter.] 
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�.	Bracketed text proposed by the delegation of Argentina.


�.	Bracketed text proposed by the delegation of Ecuador.


�.	The delegation of Mexico expressed a reservation to this paragraph.


�.	The delegation of the United States proposed the deletion of this paragraph.


�.	The delegation of Mexico expressed its reservation to this paragraph.


�.	The delegation of Mexico expressed its reservation to this paragraph.


�.	The delegation of Mexico expressed its reservation to this paragraph.





