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· Report to the Permanent Council on the situation in Ecuador

Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría, Permanent Representative of Peru and Chair of the Permanent Council, gave a brief introduction to the report, referring broadly to the work of the Mission sent by the Council to study and draft a report on the situation in Ecuador, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 880 (1478/05).

Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Acting Secretary General, then proceeded to give the Council a presentation on the findings of the observations, interviews, and consultations conducted by the Mission during its stay in Ecuador.  He underscored the impeccable response from the Ecuadorian government, which facilitated the interviews with representatives of the government, the opposition, and all sectors of Ecuadorian society

For his part, Ambassador Mario Alemán, Ecuador’s special envoy, stated his observations, reservations, and preliminary comments regarding the report that had been presented, and advised that he would enter them in writing in due course.  He also asked that his comments and observations be included in the report of the mission to Ecuador.

The delegations of the following countries made statements on the report: Barbados, Colombia, Chile, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and Venezuela.

In his capacity as Head of the Mission sent to Ecuador, the Chair of the Council made the closing comments on the report, reiterating that the Mission had received unrestricted support, without censorship of any kind, from the Government of Ecuador, and concluded by saying that the report reflects what the Mission was able to observe.

The Council took note of the report, declared the Mission over, and awaited possible presentation of a draft resolution once the delegations had carried out their respective consultations and had had a chance to examine the report more closely.  It was also agreed to change the title of the document to “Report to the Permanent Council on the Situation in Ecuador.”

· Report on Trafficking in Persons

Mr. Phillip Linderman, Coordinator on the issue of trafficking in persons, gave a Power Point presentation of the report presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.4023/05). He referred to activities carried out in different countries and regions, their outcomes, and work done by other OAS organs. In the course of his presentation, Mr. Linderman emphasized that there is increasing awareness in the countries of the Hemisphere of the gravity of the offense.  The delegations of Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, United States, and Venezuela asked questions and commented on the report, underscoring the importance of contributing an integral approach to the subject.

The Council agreed to take note of the report and of the suggestions and comments of the delegations.

· Report of the Chair of the Permanent Council on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04).
The Council took note of the report on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy,” and agreed to submit it to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.  It was agreed to forward the draft resolution presented by the Chair for consideration by the General Committee.

· Report of the Chair of the Permanent Council on consultations carried out on the topic “Access to Public Information: Strengthening Democracy” (AG/RES. 2057 (XXXIV-O/04)).
The Chair of the Permanent Council presented his report on the topic. Comments were made by the delegations of Argentina and El Salvador.  The Permanent Council agreed to take note of the report and of the comments and suggestions of the delegations, and asked the Secretariat to add to the report information on actions undertaken by the Permanent Council.  It was agreed to refer the corresponding draft resolution presented at the meeting for consideration by the General Committee.

· CIDI reports and draft resolutions

In his capacity as Chair of the Tenth Regular Meeting of CIDI, Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, presented the annual report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CP/doc.4026/05) and the Report of the Tenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, held in April 2005 (CP/doc.4027/05).

Comments were made by the following delegations:  Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, the United States, and Venezuela.

The Permanent Council took note of the annual report of CIDI and of the report of the Tenth Regular Meeting and agreed to submit the following 14 draft resolutions contained in CP/doc.4027/05 to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session:

· Strengthening of Mechanisms for Political Dialogue to Achieve Integral Development

· Strengthening of Technical Cooperation for Integral Development

· Strengthening the Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development

· Study of the Relationship between Trade, Debt, and Financing

· Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita

· Microcredit and microfinancing for job creation and poverty alleviation and instruments for furthering social cohesion and community participation

· Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-sized Enterprises

· Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture

· Report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development

· Report of the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education 

· Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology

· XIV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

· Nineteenth Inter-American Travel Congress

· Continued participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua

· Draft resolutions of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented by Ambassador Juan León in his capacity as Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, document GT/DADIN/doc.224/05. The Council then approved the draft resolution entitled “American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”

Then, the Permanent Council considered and approved, with the modifications suggested, the following draft resolutions submitted by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CP/CAJP-2273/05 add. 3):

· Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas

· Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to the Protocol of San Salvador

· Follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and Its Program for Cooperation

The Council agreed to present the draft resolutions for adoption by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.

· Preparations for the Fourth Summits of Heads of State and Government of the Association of Caribbean States
Following a brief introduction by Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, the Council heard the presentation of the Regional Director of the United Nations World Food Programme, Mr. Pedro R. Medrano. In the course of his presentation, Mr. Medrano referred to the status of preparations for the Fourth Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Association of Caribbean States and for a technical consultation to take place in Panama City on May 19 and 20, 2005, with a view to preparing a technical paper containing strategies, suggestions, and concrete measures for eradicating hunger and malnutrition in the Caribbean region.  Mr. Medrano invited member states to take part in that meeting of consultation, which would technical support from ECLAC.

The Permanent Council took note of the information presented and thanked Mr. Medrano for the invitation.

· Referral of documents to committee:

The Council agreed to refer the following draft resolutions for study by the General Committee:

· Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere (CP/doc.4030/05)

· Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy (CP/doc.4029/05)

· Other business

Elections

The Permanent Council congratulated the Prime Minister and the people and Government of Dominica on the holding of national elections on Thursday, May 5, 2005.

The Council also congratulated the people and Government of Uruguay on the holding of municipal elections on Sunday, May 8, 2005.

Announcement by the Mission of Nicaragua

Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, announced the decision by her Government to present the candidacy of Nicaragua’s former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ernesto Leal Sánchez, for the post of Assistant Secretary General of the Organization.

Announcement by Canada

The delegation of Canada reminded delegations that the Fourth Plenary Assembly of the Interparliamentary Forum of the Americas will take place in Brasilia from May 19 to 21, 2005.  It encouraged the delegations to establish contact and report as soon as possible regarding participants in that meeting.

Announcement by Bolivia

Ambassador María Tamayo Arnal, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, gave a detailed report on the decision taken by President Carlos Meza with respect to the Hydrocarbons Law that has been debated in the National Congress in recent weeks. She told delegations that President Meza sought to preserve unity in the country and for that reason had convened a national forum.

Announcement by the United States

The delegation of the United States announced that on the occasion of the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly to be held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, the First Private Sector Forum would discuss “Delivering the Benefits of Democracy through Increased Competitiveness” and that the United States Secretary of Commerce and the President of the Inter-American Development Bank had confirmed their participation.  The Delegation said its country hoped that member states would attend the Forum.

Situation of former Prime Minister Yvon Neptune in Haiti

Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize, proceeded to read out a CARICOM press release on latest developments regarding the situation of former Prime Minister Yvon Neptune of Haiti, in which the CARICOM countries request the release of the former Prime Minister and medical care for his recovery.
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The delegations of Costa Rica, Haiti, and Panama commented and asked questions regarding this matter.  For his part, the Acting Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, commented on the press release issued by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on May 5 and on the proposal he himself had made at the previous meeting of the Council, when the issue was discussed, to form a commission to address this case.   Ambassador Einaudi told the Council that the OAS Mission continued to monitor the case very closely, while fostering communication and, on many occasions, acting as intermediaries to achieve greater understanding among the parties concerned.

The Permanent Council entrusted the permanent representatives of Haiti and Panama, with forming, together with representatives of other delegations and in collaboration with the Group of Friends of Haiti, a working group to look into this matter in greater depth and to seek a solution as soon as possible.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1482/05.
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