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INTRODUCTION


The General Committee, made up of one representative per member state, was chaired, during the term to which this report refers, by Ambassadors Carmen Marina Gutiérrez Salazar, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, Manuel Cáceres Cardozo, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, and Alberto Borea Odria, Permanent Representative of Peru.

This report provides a summary of the observations and recommendations made by the delegations on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

I.
MANDATE

Pursuant to Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Permanent Council must present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary concerning the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

According to Article 16.d of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee must consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs under these Rules of Procedure.  Likewise, it must submit those reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.
At its meeting of August 5, 2004, the Permanent Council assigned consideration of the following annual reports to the General Committee:

· Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

· Secretary General

· Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

· Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)
· Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

· Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

· Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
· Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)
· Inter-American Indian Institute (III)
/

· Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)
· Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)
II.
WORKING PROCEDURE


At its meeting on March 3, the General Committee, at the suggestion of the Chair, adopted the following working procedure:

i. As indicated in Article 35.4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the chairs, presidents, and directors of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization will be asked to attend the meetings in order to provide clarifying or supplementary information that may be requested of them or that they consider essential to present orally as well.
ii. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1669 (XXIX-O/99), the General Committee will study the draft resolutions that may have been included in the annual reports when said reports were previously considered by the respective governing bodies of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

iii. Taking into account the provisions of Article 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, this Committee will compile, in a single document, the observations and recommendations concerning the annual reports considered by this Committee, with specific reference to any draft resolutions approved.

III.
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS


In fulfillment of this mandate, the General Committee considered the reports in question at its meetings of March 30, April 6, and May 18 and 23, 2005.


At those meetings, the Committee considered the following reports:

1. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the General Assembly
At its meeting of March 30, 2005, the General Committee heard the presentation by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Ms. Carmen Lomellin, on the annual report of the Commission to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session, document CP/doc.3979/05.

Following the presentation, the delegations commented on the report.  The General Committee duly noted that the report had been presented within the statutory deadline and placed on record the comments made by delegations during consideration of the report. 

The General Committee expressed satisfaction with the actions taken by the CIM in connection with promoting mainstreaming of the gender perspective into ministerial meetings and the OAS and with the measures taken to continue the ratification process of the Convention of Belém do Pará.  The delegations expressed great interest in the Commission’s continuing its active participation in following up on and developing the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality. 

Attention was drawn to the importance of the project to prevent “trafficking in women and children for purposes of sexual exploitation in the Americas.”  Further, emphasis was placed on the importance of projects on women’s participation in power structures and decision-making, the eradication of poverty, and discrimination against women.

The Committee thanked the Inter-American Commission of Women for the timely presentation of its report and for fulfilling the requirements established by regulations and General Assembly resolutions.  It agreed to take note of the observations and recommendations made on the CIM annual report by the representatives and to ask that they be referred in due course to the Permanent Council for consideration, in pursuance of Article 91.f of the Charter.

The Committee also considered and approved the draft resolution “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons” (CP-CG-1637/05 rev. 2), “Fourth Biennial Report on Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), ‘Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará’"’” (CP/CG-1623/05 rev. 1), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality" (CP/CG-1624/05 rev. 2), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women " (CP/CG-1626/05 rev. 1), and “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS” (CP/CG-1625/05 rev. 1).

2. Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly

On March 30, 2005, the General Committee heard the presentation by Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, on its annual report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session, document CP/doc.3839/04.

Following the presentation, the delegations commented on the report, recognizing the initiatives taken in 2004 by CITEL in response to the challenges of the telecommunications environment and to improve its capacity to meet the needs of its member states and associate members.  It also thanked CITEL for presenting the report within the statutory timeframe and decided to take note of the observations and recommendations issued by the delegations and present them to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes envisaged in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

The observations and recommendations on this report are reflected in the draft resolution “Support for the Activities of and Preparations for the Fourth Regular Meeting of the CITEL Assembly” (CP/CG-1619/05 rev. 2)
,  approved by the General Committee on May 4, 2005.

3. Annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

At its meeting of May 23, 2005, the General Committee considered the annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), document CP/doc.4033/05.  The meeting was attended by Mr. James Mack, Executive Secretary of CICAD, who presented a summary of the report.  The delegations then made observations and recommendations on the report, which are noted below.

i. Mention was made of the important role played by CICAD in the inter-American system’s efforts to fight all aspects of the drug problem.

ii. Delegates recognized the important progress made with the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) as a vital tool of hemispheric cooperation, one that is necessary to the formulation of effective policy to fight all manifestations of the drug problem. 

iii. It was decided to urge the member states to carry out the national and hemispheric recommendations set forth in the MEM reports, and to encourage them to participate in the next MEM evaluation round.

iv. These observations are reflected in the draft resolution “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)” (CP/CG-1642/05 rev. 1), which was approved by the General Committee on May 23, 2005.  The Committee also approved the draft resolution “Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission:  Report on Its Third Evaluation Round” (CP/CG-1635/05 rev. 1)
4. Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

At its meeting of March 30, 2005, the General Committee considered the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children's Institute, document CP/doc.3994/05, which was presented by the Director of the Institute, Mr. Alejandro Bonasso.  The delegations then made observations and recommendations, which are noted below.

i. The Committee decided to congratulate the Inter-American Children's Institute on its work on behalf of children and to urge it to continue with its strategic program for comprehensive promotion of children’s rights.

ii. A preliminary evaluation suggests that the Institute has clearly managed–despite its limited number of specialists and budget constraints–to have made its mark in the region, in which it had previously attracted little attention, and to fulfill the mandates assigned to the Institute by the General Assembly, the Institute’s Directing Council, and the General Secretariat.
iii.
The presence of the IIN in audiovisual media in a large number of countries in the region is a genuinely novel development and one that is establishing for public opinion in the region the OAS’ commitment to the rights of children.
iv.
Tribute was also paid to the Institute’s efforts to forge partnerships with civil society organizations and with nongovernmental agencies, and to its internal restructuring, which, by transferring costs, has improved its operating budget.
For the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit the report, along with the recommendations made by the delegations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.
In addition, the Committee considered and approved the document “Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress” (CP/CG-1634/05).
5. Annual report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

At its meeting of April 6, 2005, the General Committee considered the annual report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), document CP/doc.3985/05, which was presented by the Director of that Institute, Dr. Chelston W.D. Brathwaite.

The Committee noted the observations made on this report by the delegations, who expressed their appreciation to IICA for its assistance to the countries of the region in the agricultural sector, especially the rural sector modernization plan.  Attention was called to activities in the areas of trade and agribusiness development, agricultural health and food safety, sustainable rural development, technology and innovation, information and communication, and education and training.

The Committee thanked IICA for presenting the report and decided to urge it to continue its efforts in support of OAS member states as they seek progress and prosperity in the Hemisphere by developing a farming sector that is competitive, technologically prepared, environmentally managed, and socially equitable for the peoples of the Americas.

Also mentioned were the activities carried out by IICA as an institution connected with the Summits of the Americas Process and in response to mandates received.

For the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit the report, with the recommendations made by the delegations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.

6. Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)
On March 30, 2005, the Committee considered the Annual Report of the OAS Administrative Tribunal (CP/doc.3975/05).  In attendance for its presentation was Dr. Reinaldo Rodríguez, who conveyed a message from the President of the Tribunal, Judge Morton Sklar.

The Committee acknowledged the important activities of the OAS Administrative Tribunal.  It underscored the importance of the Tribunal’s operation as an independent, reliable body for the settlement of and rulings on internal personnel disputes, and on issues that arise between the Organization and its staff, as well as the initiative of maintaining an ongoing dialogue to foster cooperation and coordination with the other organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS.

The Committee also thanked the Tribunal for presenting its report within the prescribed timeframe and decided to present it in due course to the Permanent Council, for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.
7. Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

At its meeting of March 30, 2005, the General Committee considered the annual report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, document CP/doc.3976/05.

The delegations commented on the report and on the Center’s activities during this period, and pointed to the JSCA’s efforts to generate and apply means of improving information on justice in the Americas.  They also welcomed its efforts to increase cooperation and the exchange of experience among key players in the justice sector at the regional level, and they pointed to the in-depth studies of justice systems and the encouragement of innovative proposals in the discussion of judicial reforms.

Research projects on judicial statistics and the follow-up to criminal procedure reform were highlighted, as were the events organized throughout this period.  Also noted was the contribution to the project on preventing racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance. 

The delegations stated that attaining the objectives proposed by the Center depended largely on their funding; accordingly, they called for contributions toward JSCA activities.
Lastly, for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit the report, with the recommendations made by the delegations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.

8. Annual report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

On May 23, 2005, the General Committee took note of the presentation given by Ambassador Marina Valére, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, on the annual report of the CICTE to the General Assembly (document CP/doc.4035/05), and of the observations and recommendations made by the delegations.

Note was taken of the fifth regular session of CICTE.  The delegations applauded the efforts of the CICTE Secretariat in conducting its training programs, especially in the areas of border and financial controls, and its formation of a database of experts in financial and border matters.

The Committee thanked CICTE for presenting the report and decided to take note of the comments and recommendations made thereon by the representatives and to submit them to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Finally, at its meeting of May 25, 2005, the Committee approved the draft resolution “Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism” (CP/CG-1631/05 rev. 2).

9.
Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
On April 6, 2005, the General Committee meeting was attended by Dr. Carissa Etienne, Sub-Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), who briefly summarized that Organization’s annual report, document CP/doc.4003/05.

In the course of consideration of the annual report, the delegations drew attention to the important health activities PAHO is carrying out in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives in the Hemisphere. 

After concluding its consideration of the Annual Report of PAHO, the Committee thanked its Director for the presentation and decided to present the report to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, along with the recommendations contained therein.

10.
Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
On April 6, 2005, the General Committee meeting was attended by Dr. Santiago Borrero Mutis, Secretary General of the Institute, who gave a presentation on the Institute’s annual report, document CP/doc.4002/05.

The delegations underscored some of the activities of the Institute, especially its technical participation in border demarcation.  They also emphasized the importance of the outcomes of the Statutory Technical Meetings of its various committees.

After concluding its consideration of the Annual Report of PAIGH the Committee thanked its Secretary General for his presentation and decided to present the report to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, along with the recommendations contained therein.

11. Annual Report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

Article 23.g of the CIDI Statutes establishes that CIDI shall approve the annual report and other reports it must present to the General Assembly.  In his capacity as presiding officer of the 10th regular meeting of CIDI, Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, presented the annual report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CP/doc.4026/05) and the report of the 10th regular meeting of CIDI, held in April 2005 (CP/doc.4027/05).
12. Annual Report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

At its meeting of March 30, the Committee considered the report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III), CP/doc.3986/05.  The delegations expressed their recognition of the Institute’s work and emphasized the importance of the topic of indigenous peoples on the Organization’s agenda.  The Committee took note of the observations made by delegations and decided to present them to the Permanent Council for the purposes of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter. 

IV.  CONCLUSIONS


The General Committee places this report before the Permanent Council for consideration, and for the purposes contemplated in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.  It reflects the observations and recommendations the delegations have seen fit to present on the annual reports identified in Chapter I of this document.
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�.	The report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) (CP/doc.3858/04) was submitted to the Permanent Council on May 17, 2004, after the regulatory deadline.
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