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DRAFT RESOLUTION

TRADE AND INTEGRATION IN THE AMERICAS

(Considered by the General Committee at its meeting of May 27, 2005)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

[RECALLING its resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04), “Trade and Integration in the Americas”]; 


[REAFFIRMING the considerations contained in the preambular paragraphs of resolution AG/RES. 2014, which recall the background and chart the course for addressing this topic in the Organization of American States];


[HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on the Tenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) (AG/doc….), especially the references to the report of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to the General Assembly, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04), “Trade and Integration in the Americas”];


[UNDERSCORING the commitment of the member states to support international trade and integration, in keeping with the principles and rights embodied in the OAS Charter]; and

[TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that various integration processes are moving forward in the Hemisphere],
RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the activity report of the OAS General Secretariat on resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04), “Trade and Integration in the Americas” (AG/doc.4381/05 rev. 1).

2. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to:

a. Continue to provide analytical support, including studies and technical assistance, as part of the Tripartite Committee or as requested by the respective bodies established in the Ministerial Declarations of San José, Toronto, Buenos Aires, Quito, and Miami under the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) process; and to provide technical assistance to the member states that request it, in connection with FTAA matters, as indicated in the aforementioned declarations and the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas;
b. Provide the same type of analytical support, including studies and technical assistance, to the member states that request it, in the context of the Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP), in connection with the subregional or regional integration processes under way  in the Hemisphere;
c. Support countries in implementing their National and/or Regional Trade Capacity Building Strategies in the context of the FTAA Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP) and other forms of cooperation associated with free trade and integration agreements in the Americas, paying particular heed to assistance for smaller economies so that they may participate effectively in trade negotiations, implement their trade commitments, and reap the benefits in terms of economic growth, competitiveness, and poverty reduction;
d. Support the countries seeking assistance to enhance their capacity to complete negotiation of the FTAA Agreement, to prepare to implement its terms, and to enhance their capacity to trade and successfully adapt to integration;

e. Continue to provide technical assistance, in concert with the World Trade Organization (WTO), to support member states’ domestic efforts at mainstreaming trade into national plans for economic development and strategies for poverty reduction, as called for in the “New Strategy for WTO Technical Cooperation:  Technical Cooperation for Capacity Building, Growth and Integration”;

f. Submit progress reports on its activities, as requested by the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI, and an annual 2006 work plan, for consideration and adoption; and 

g. Continue its work with the Foreign Trade Information System (SICE) by providing trade and trade-related information to the Hemisphere through its web page, with the OAS, as a member of the Tripartite Committee, continuing its work in support of the FTAA process by maintaining the official FTAA website; maintaining an up-to-date schedule of the deadlines set by the negotiating groups for the presentation of observations by delegations; and managing the Document Distribution Service (DDS), a system for secure, confidential, instantaneous, and reliable distribution of the FTAA negotiation process documents.

3. To reiterate support for the collaborative activities on trade and integration of the OAS General Secretariat with the other members of the Tripartite Committee, and for those cooperation activities with other specialized subregional, regional, and multilateral organizations and institutions.

4. To entrust the Permanent Council with continuing to provide the appropriate resources necessary to respond positively to requests for technical assistance from entities in the FTAA negotiation process or any other subregional or regional integration process, including the reallocation of funds for this purpose if necessary, as well as requests from member states under the Hemispheric Cooperation Program aimed at strengthening trade-related capacities in three areas:  preparation for negotiations; implementation of trade commitments; and the transition to integration and competitiveness.

5. To take note of the important achievements of SICE, in particular the measures taken to broaden its trade and trade-related information and its client base, and to support its continued operations.

6. To direct that the mandates set forth in the preceding paragraphs be executed within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

7. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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