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DRAFT RESOLUTION

FIGHTING TRANSNATIONAL GANGS
(Presented by the Permanent Mission of El Salvador with support from the Permanent Missions of Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras,
Mexico, Panama, and the United States)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONCERNED that the security of the states of the Hemisphere is affected, in various ways, by traditional threats and by new threats, concerns, and other challenges of diverse types, such as transnational gangs, which require a comprehensive approach;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the findings of studies by different international organizations and some member states on the transnational gangs issue, which conclude that it is very complex and should not be addressed solely in terms of its visible impact or the number of crimes committed by youths;
ACKNOWLEDGING:
That transnational gangs are a crosscultural social problem; and
That the gang phenomenon calls for in-depth analysis as it represents a challenge that requires, first of all, a recognition of the advisability and urgency of increasing knowledge of young people and of their needs and circumstances;

BEARING IN MIND that the factors leading to transnational youth gangs include urban sprawl, the reduction in public entertainment facilities for youth, increased disruption of family ties, domestic violence, migration, and poverty; and
NOTING WITH SATISFACTION:


The General Secretariat’s initiative of holding, in Tapachula, Chiapas, Mexico, on June 16 and 17, 2005, the Meeting on the Transnational Gangs Phenomenon and its Links with the Drug Problem, in the Context of Transnational Organized Crime; and

The initiative of El Salvador of holding, in San Salvador in June 2005, the First Regional Forum on Social Prevention of Violence and the Rehabilitation and Reintegration of At-Risk Youth and Youth Offenders,” in order to help find a solution to this problem, from a social and human perspective, 

RESOLVES:
1. To urge member states to hold seminars and training workshops at the regional, subregional, and national levels on the diverse aspects of gang formation and its prevention.
2. To urge the General Secretariat and the appropriate OAS bodies to support efforts to address this issue in the inter-American arena.
3. To urge the General Secretariat to disseminate any conclusions that emerge from the special meeting on this subject to be held in Tapachula, Chiapas, Mexico, to monitor their implementation and to continue providing technical assistance and promoting international cooperation on this issue.
4. Also to urge the General Secretariat to disseminate the results of the aforementioned First Regional Forum on Social Prevention of Violence and the Rehabilitation and Reintegration of At-Risk Youth and Youth Offenders.

5.
To instruct the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out, as appropriate, the activities mentioned in this resolution in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

6.
To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution and to present a report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
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