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Dr. José Miguel Insulza,

Ambassador Luigi Einaudi,

Ambassadors,

Guests,

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen:


It is symbolic of our American democracy that, at the OAS, the transitory authority embodied by the Chair of the Permanent Council inducts into office the person charged with leading the Organization for the next five years.


You are taking the helm of an Organization that ever vacillates between the Aristotelian dimensions of potentiality and actuality. 


America conceives of our organization as having immense potential.  It could not possibly imagine that a gathering of 34 countries, in such a rich hemisphere, would be fragile and weak.  But although our baby is now 57 years old, we seem unwilling to send it to the gym to build its strength and its potential for greatness in deed, not only in word.


The OAS now turned over to you moves between its magnificent ideals, repeated in every speech delivered in its arena or in its name, and its duller reality: the daily debates on periods, commas, and brackets.  This is where our unshakable mistrust still leads us; it prevents us from harnessing our potential and moving toward true unity--in diversity and pluralism, yes, but as one America.

Those of us from the Amazon region know that the smaller the current, the greater the meanderings, advances, and retreats of a river.  When these currents meet, they form a torrent that rushes to its destination with very little deviation.  This we learn as children from the great Amazon River.  And this is the potential we must unleash in the Americas, the course we believe you must help our peoples to chart.


The OAS is more than people say it is, but still less than it ought to be.  We have made progress on human rights; just 20 years ago, who could have imagined the system we now have in place?  Who would have thought, even during the more recent dictatorships under which many of us lived, that democracy, at least at the level of the values extolled, would be common currency in the Hemisphere?  Who would have thought our countries would find an answer to the system of unilateral certifications and create a multilateral evaluation mechanism that translates our principles into reality without inhibiting our character?


The OAS has made progress in those and other areas. Still, as a new term begins, we must look at the empty half of the glass rather than gloat over what we have attained.


First is the more urgent task of fulfilling the promise of democracy, which we made to our peoples in Article 1 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  Democracy is a right of peoples and a duty of governments.  It is also incumbent on us as a Hemisphere to help one another protect and promote democracy and restore it when it has been disrupted.


In this area, our Hemisphere still faces a dilemma. Concepts born from the Peace of Westphalia, in the second half of the 17th century, have not been revisited in the light of these new challenges we must tackle. We must begin to rework those concepts.  This will do no harm to our national identities. We must strike a balance, so as to progress from word to deed, so that the fruit of democracy is not only pretty to look at on the tree of declarations but also pleasing to our peoples’ palates.  The nations that have attained well-being in recent centuries have revisited and redefined this concept. This was true of the 13 original colonies that became independent as these United States of America only at the end of the 18th century.  It happened in postwar Europe, beginning with the Coal and Steel Community.   We must make it happen here as well.  We must imagine those paths and embark upon them without fear.


Prudence, yes, but drive as well.  Patience, yes, but action always.  In the 13th century, Saint Francis of Assisi asked God for patience to accept those things he could not change, courage to change those things he could, and wisdom to know the difference.

Our need is the same today, but with one addition.  Those of us who work in public affairs--and you have devoted your entire life to them--know that our obligation is to try to change things, to bring about things that would not have happened if the politician had not been involved.  That is the very purpose of the vocation John the 23rd deemed the highest form of charity.  Those who work in public affairs are active in the process of co-creation.


Moreover, we must always keep faith in the integrationist ideals of the Americas, knowing that faith moves mountains.


The OAS can be a congregation of 34 different countries; or it can be a magnificent vehicle for promoting a grand, genuine form of integration, in which we promote not only liberty but equality and solidarity as well.


With the failure of Communism, history has shown that we cannot achieve equality by doing away with freedom.  But we have yet to succeed in achieving equality by way of freedom. America must strive to set that example for the world.  But America is also destined to be a hemisphere of solidarity.


And on that road of solidarity--let us speak plainly--the most prosperous countries are also dragging their feet.  In their grand declarations, they say what they know:  that they can contribute more to eradicating poverty from the Universe.  When it comes to putting that into practice, however, they move too slowly, as Jeffrey Sachs said in his book on how to end poverty.


A good leader can break that cycle, mobilize those intentions, galvanize that solidarity, even outside our Organization. That leader will unleash synergies enabling our peoples to correct the infrastructure project deficit; this is happening in Europe, as it strives toward integration. 


In doing all this, we must not forget that our development depends on our sustained effort as countries and as a Hemisphere, on identifying and unleashing our dormant potential. Awakening that potential is an essential challenge that we ask the Secretary General to undertake.


Decades ago, it was said that justice is the new name of peace.  That dictum is no longer new, that appeal to conscience of yesteryear, but we have not yet come through, and there is a long way to go.  We trust you will be a promoter of lasting and stable peace in the Hemisphere, as you said when you were elected, that you will help us to overcome every gap in understanding, that no more burnt bridges will hinder the unity of our peoples. 


In our countries, “it can’t be done” often seems to be the national anthem. We must put an end to that. At the OAS, we must always maintain a positive attitude—and that applies to everyone in the Organization. We ambassadors must help the Secretary General convey to our governments all the potential that can be realized from here.


Today we still need imagination. The youth closest to our era coined a phrase that has made an impact on all of us: “Let imagination rule!”  The imagination not to be dulled by routine or disheartened by the immensity of the task ahead.  Thought and action, said an important Venezuelan thinker and politician, Eduardo Fernández.  We should revive that for the OAS.


It is true that Rome was not built in a day; but it is also true that America is taking a little too long to build, despite the advantages of its homogeneity.   The trade developing among our countries under various regional and subregional agreements is very important, but it needs a good dose of values and volition. 


Mr. Secretary General, we hope the distance between word and deed will narrow throughout your term in office, that we will amend that old Spanish saying that condemns us to live in the gap between the two. 


Like any organization, the OAS is a continuum.  You are taking the helm from Luigi Einaudi, a person who has fought for the Hemisphere and for its unity—and I say so from the perspective of one of the countries benefited by the constant efforts of this man of the Americas.  With differences, with disagreements on some points, but with a clear vision that arriving at the peace we have now all attained was imperative.


You are also taking the helm from César Gaviria, who made his contribution to strengthening democracy after the unfortunate experience of prior years, in which many of our countries suffered dictatorships—mine among them.  An era in which the OAS was too timid to squarely face the situations that degrade our peoples.

Still, little by little, during his term, a legacy was formed--a legacy passed on to you today, and upon which you must build.  I ask it in the name of all those gathered here.


Those who know you well, Mr. Secretary General, say you are a doer; we hope to see that here at the OAS as well.  Use your faith and your leadership to make America a land of deeds.  Help us to dispel mistrust and to build lasting friendship among all people of the Americas, as so many of our national heroes wished.


May the hopeful face of each inhabitant of the Americas you see in your travels stay with you and give you strength to accomplish the task you are undertaking

Dr. José Miguel Insulza, as Chair of the Permanent Council, and on behalf of all our countries, I induct you into the office of Secretary General of the Organization of American States.


May God bless you.
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