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Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee
of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development held on May 16, 2005
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/

The meeting was convened for consideration of the designation of the chair of the Working Group on the Social Charter, as the only item on the order of business.
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The Chair of the Permanent Council gave a brief introduction.  He recalled that, at the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI held on October 7, 2004, it had been decided to form a working group to prepare the draft Social Charter of the Americas and a plan of action, but a chair had not been elected for the Group.
The Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, speaking for the ALADI group, nominated the Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ambassador Jorge Valero, as chair of the Working Group.  The Permanent Representative of the United States, Ambassador John Maisto, reminded delegations that the topic of the meeting was the designation of the chair, and indicated that various options for that office ought to be entertained.  He then suggested a number of options.  A pause in the meeting was then declared to allow for consultations.  Upon resumption of the meeting, and after extensive debate that failed to yield a consensus, it was decided to close the meeting.  It was further decided that additional consultations would be pursued in an effort to reach a decision on the matter, and that, once that had been achieved, another joint meeting would be convened.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1483/05.
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