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I. INTRODUCTION

The Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec, Canada, in 2001, was the first time that the governments of the Hemisphere pledged their commitment to “strengthen mechanisms for hemispheric cooperation to address the legitimate needs of migrants and take effective measures against trafficking in human beings.”  Indeed, the trafficking in persons is mentioned in several sections of the Third Summit’s Plan of Action (Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Transnational Organized Crime, and Growth with Equity).  The Plan recognizes that because this problem has multiple root causes, it requires an integrated approach.  The Plan of Action also recognizes that trafficking in persons is associated with other crimes. 

In the Declaration of Nuevo León that the governments agreed upon at the Special Summit held in Monterrey, Mexico, in January 2004, they renewed their commitment to fight all forms of transnational organized crime, including “illicit trafficking in drugs, arms, and persons, particularly when they generate funds used in support of terrorist organizations.” 


In resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES 2026 (XXXIV-O04) and AG/RES 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly of the Organization of American States resolved to instruct the Permanent Council to “hold a meeting of national authorities on this matter, with the participation of the CIM, the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), the United Nations, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and other related international organizations, for the purpose of studying integral cooperation mechanisms among the states to ensure protection of and assistance to the victims, prevention of the crime, and prosecution of its perpetrators, bearing in mind respect for the victims’ human rights. The said meeting will also facilitate the exchange of information and experiences, policy dialogue, and cooperation among the countries of origin, transit, and destination of trafficking in persons, as well as the establishment or improvement of statistical records in this area.”

Then, through resolution  AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05), the General Assembly renewed the mandate to the Permanent Council to convene the Meeting of National Authorities before the next regular session of the General Assembly and requested the Permanent Council, through its Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to call upon the CIM, the IIN, the IACHR, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs, the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division, CICAD, the Department of Multidimensional Security and its Office of International Threats, and the Office of Education, Science, and Technology to work with the United Nations, the IOM, and related international organizations on the preparatory work, so that the topic will be approached from an integrated, comprehensive perspective, in the context of the Palermo Convention.  
II.
THE GENERAL COMMITTEE


In keeping with its Work Plan for the 2004-2005 period,
/ at a meeting held on February 16, 2005, the Committee considered the Report “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, especially  Women, Adolescents and Children in the Americas - Report July 2004 to March 2005” [Operative paragraph 9 AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04)] (CP/CG-1611/05), and the document titled “Hemispheric Meeting on Trafficking in Persons - Background and justification - Draft agenda” [Operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04)] (CP/CG-1610/05). 


At that meeting the Committee decided to create a working group to prepare for the meeting on national authorities on trafficking in persons, chaired by Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres Cardozo, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS.

III.
THE WORKING GROUP

The Working Group has met twice, on May 10 and July 28, 2005, to move forward its assigned mission.  At its first meeting, the Group examined the document titled “Proposal by the Chair of the General Committee on the topic of trafficking in persons” (CP/CG-1613/05).
/ Following some observations by the delegations, the Group endorsed the Chair’s proposal, although it decided to leave item 3 of the proposal –concerning the venue of the meeting- for a future meeting.  It also added more entities to those proposed under item 2.  Furthermore, after discussing the various issues to be examined, the Working Group concluded that the meeting should take an integrated approach to its examination of the topic and that it should discuss the three mandates on the subject,
/  taking into account all the Organization’s efforts against Transnational Organized Crime and, in particular, against the Trafficking in Persons, especially women and children, all in accordance with the resolutions passed by the General Assembly.


Then, at its July 28, 2005 meeting, the Group again turned its attention to the venue for the meeting of national authorities on trafficking in persons.  The delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru supported the proposal from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela that the meeting should take place on Margarita Island, Venezuela.
/   Some delegations asked for more information as to how the event is to be financed.  The Working Group decided that the tentative date it would propose to the Permanent Council for the event would be the one suggested by Venezuela, which is the last week in September 2005. 


The Chair of the Working Group also indicated his intention to follow Organization custom by handing over the Office of Chair to the host country of the meeting, and that he would so inform the Permanent Council in due course.  Finally, the Group decided to elect the Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Minister Ilenia Medina, as its Vice Chair. 
IV. CONCLUSIONS


In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05), the Working Group is continuing to fulfill its mandate.  To that end, the Chair wishes to report that it has sent out the appropriate letters calling upon the organs, agencies and entities referred to in operative paragraph four of that resolution, to work on the preparations for the meeting of national authorities on trafficking in persons.  

As for the decisions taken by the Working Group, this Chair also reports that:

· The Working Group decided that the venue for the meeting would be Margarita Island, Venezuela.

· The Group also proposed that the tentative date for the meeting should be the last week in September 2005.

· The Group elected the Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Minister Ilenia Medina, as its Vice Chair.

· In keeping with customary practice at this Organization, it is my intention to hand over the Chair of this Working Group to the host country of the meeting. 


The present report is hereby submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration.  I would like to thank the Permanent Council for its vote of confidence and the honor it bestowed upon me by designating me to chair this Working Group.

Manuel María Cáceres Cardozo

Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS

Chair of the Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons 
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PROPOSAL BY THE CHAIR OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

ON THE TOPIC OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS


The OAS General Assembly, in resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), resolved “to instruct the Permanent Council, taking into account the conclusions and recommendations adopted by REMJA-V, and by the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM-II), to convene a meeting of national authorities on trafficking in persons, with the participation, among other bodies, of the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Inter-American Children's Institute, the United Nations, the International Organization for Migration, and other appropriate international organizations, for the purpose of studying comprehensive cooperation mechanisms among the states to ensure the protection of and assistance to victims, crime prevention, and prosecution of its perpetrators.   Likewise, the meeting will facilitate the sharing of information and experiences, policy dialogue, and cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination in cases of trafficking in persons, as well as the establishment or improvement of statistical records in this regard.”

In pursuance of the three mandates to convene the meeting of national authorities--which should be linked to other OAS activities to fight transnational organized crime, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04)--I offer the following proposals to the delegations:

1.
The Chair of the General Committee—the Committee acting as a working group—will request the CIM, the IOM, CICAD, the Tourism and Small Enterprise Division, the IIN, the IACHR, the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, and the Office of International Threats of the OAS General Secretariat to work jointly in drafting the agenda, schedule, and documents to be considered by the Working Group and adopted by the Meeting.

2.
Secretariat services for the Working Group will be rendered by the Secretariat to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs.


3.
The Chair proposes, strictly for budgetary reasons, that the Meeting be held at OAS headquarters.


4.
Considering that, at the next regular session of the General Assembly, in Fort Lauderdale, we will approve the Plan of Action on Transnational Organized Crime, and that the topic of trafficking in persons is closely related, I believe it would be wise to focus first on the Plan of Action; this will give us more leeway in addressing the topic.  Therefore, I propose that we schedule the Meeting for the first half of July 2005.


Manuel María Cáceres Cardozo


Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS


Chair of the General Committee
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Washington, D.C., June 15, 2005
Dear Mr. Ambassador:
I have the honor to address you, in your capacity as Chair of the Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, to respond to the request made at the meeting of the aforementioned group, on May 10, 2005, regarding the provision of further details about the venue for the Meeting of National Authorities.
Accordingly, it is my pleasure to inform you that, after evaluating the facilities available for that meeting on the date it is likely to be held, our Authorities have decided that Porlamar, Isla Margarita, meets the requirements.
Our Authorities also propose that the Meeting of National Authorities take place in the last week of September, 2005.
I would be very grateful if you could kindly have this note circulated among the member states of the OAS so that it can be placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the Working Group that you so ably chair.

Sincerely,

Nelson Pineda

Ambassador, Alternate Representative

In Charge of the Mission
Ambassador
Manuel María Cáceres Cardoso
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Paraguay
  to the Organization of American States
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�.	See "Work Plan of the General Committee 2004-2005” (CP/CG1607/04). 


�.	See Appendix I of this document. (CP/CG-1613/05)


�.	See resolutions AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O04) and AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04)


� 	See Appendix II of this document, “Note from the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Chair of the Working Group” (GT/RTP-4/05) 





