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The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat – Department of Multidimensional Security – and has the honor to attach a press release of the Ministry of National Defense, dated July 21, 2005, announcing the start of humanitarian demining work in Tambo Quemado, a border area between Chile and Bolivia.

The Permanent Mission of Chile requests that the General Secretariat–Department of Multidimensional Security–include this information in the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines, pursuant to paragraph 12 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05), “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone.”

The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat – Department of Multidimensional Security – the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., July 29, 2005
Press Release
ARMY BEGAN HUMANITARIAN DEMINING IN TAMBO QUEMADO
IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MINISTERS OF DEFENSE OF CHILE AND BOLIVIA
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The Minister of Defense of Chile, Jaime Ravinet (on the right in the picture), and The Minister of Defense of  Bolivia, Gonzalo Méndez, (on the left) cut wire fencing of one of the minefields to begin the demining. Standing next to them are the Commanders in Chief of the armies of the two countries: General Juan Emilio Cheyre and General Marcelo Antezana

In eight months two minefields will be cleared of 3,300 antipersonnel mines and 1,100 anti-tank mines.  A bi-national border complex will be built in this zone to facilitate the passage of both persons and merchandise.

In a major step forward for the integration and confidence-building process, the Ministers of Defense of Chile and Bolivia – Messrs Jaime Ravinet and Gonzalo Méndez, respectively – presided at noon today over a ceremony marking the start of humanitarian demining work in Tambo Quemado, a border zone between the two countries located in the First Region at an altitude of over 4,000 meters.

After the military ceremony, Ministers Ravinet and Méndez cut the wire fencing of the two minefields in which, over the next eight months, members of the “Azapa” Engineers Battalion – which is part of the “Matucana” Reinforced Regiment, based in Arica – will work on clearing 3, 300 antipersonnel mines in accordance with the certification procedures established in the Ottawa Convention.  In addition, 1,100 anti-tank mines will be withdrawn and destroyed, even though such artifacts are not contemplated in that Convention.

The climate of the altiplano and the high altitude in Tambo Quemado constitute harsh conditions for this second demining front, which will be opened by the army’s specialists in the First Region, where work on clearing five minefields at the northern tip of the Chacalluta airport has just been completed.

Chile and Bolivia are both signatories of the Ottawa Convention and the commencement of demining in Tambo Quemada represents an opportunity for cooperation on humanitarian issues, with direct and significant benefits for the local population of both nationalities, as it removes an obstacle to trade between them as well as other trans-border activities.
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The team from the “Azapa” Engineers Battalion that began humanitarian demining in Tambo Quemado

A bi-national customs complex, hopefully using integrated control procedures,  will be built on the demined area.

Previously, Chile has carried out two types of demining-related activities on the border with Bolivia: in 1999 it partially cleared a sector in Field No. 2 in Tambo Quemado, destroying 820 antipersonnel mines, and it also enclosed and signposted all minefields on the border with Bolivia, in accordance with international standards.  Those fields are periodically visited by military engineer patrols, who perform maintenance on the wire fencing and warning signs.
Status of antipersonnel mines in the Tambo Quemado sector
	Total number of minefields
	2

	Total number of mines sown, to be removed
	3,300 APLM



Status of antipersonnel mines in the vicinity of the border with Bolivia (Ist and IInd Regions)
	Total number of minefields
	20 (Ist) and 22 (IInd)
Total: 42 fields

	Total number of mines sown, to be removed
	13,619 (Ist)  and 9,369 (IInd)
Total: 22,988 APLM


Ministry of National Defense
Santiago, July 21, 2005
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