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The topic of trafficking in persons is a recent addition to the agenda of the Organization of American States.  It was addressed for the first time at the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers of Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V), held at OAS headquarters from April 28 to 30, 2004.

On that occasion, the delegation of Colombia gave a presentation on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, how it is defined as a crime at the national level, the fulfillment of international commitments, and measures to increase hemispheric cooperation.  As stated in the Final Report of REMJA-V, the delegation of Colombia stressed the seriousness of the crime and urged that it be defined, prevented, and tackled, since its victims are vulnerable and therefore require greater international attention and due assistance and protection, always in accordance with human rights. The delegation of Colombia also referred to the international instruments for guaranteeing women and children protection, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, International Labour Organization Convention No. 182, on the worst forms of child labor, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors, and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.

At the conclusion of discussions on the various points on its agenda, REMJA-V adopted the following conclusions and recommendations on trafficking in persons:

1.
That member states that had not yet done so sign and ratify, ratify, or accede to, as appropriate, and implement, as quickly as possible, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, which supplements the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.
2.
That member states be encouraged to complete their internal processes for determining whether to sign and ratify:
a.
The Protocol against the Illicit Trafficking in Migrants by Land, Sea and Air; and
b.
The Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors

3.
That a meeting of national authorities on this subject be held, including the participation, inter alia, of the CIM, the IIN, the United Nations, the IOM, and other related international organizations, for the purpose of studying mechanisms for integral cooperation among states to ensure protection of and assistance to victims, prevention of the crime, and prosecution of its perpetrators.  Likewise, the meeting should facilitate the sharing of information and experience, policy dialogue, and cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination in cases of trafficking in persons, as well as the establishment or improvement of statistical records in this regard.
4.
That the topic of trafficking in persons remain as an agenda item for future debates of REMJA.
These conclusions and recommendations were submitted to the General Assembly of the Organization, which, at its thirty-fourth regular session, held in Quito, Ecuador, in June 2004, issued three resolutions addressing the topic of trafficking in persons, mostly reiterating what had been said by the Ministers of Justice.  These resolutions are:
· AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children”;

· AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women”; and

· AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.”

Finally, it is important to note that the meeting of national authorities mentioned in item 4 of the recommendations adopted by REMJA-V on trafficking in persons has not been held.  Therefore, the General Assembly, at its thirty-fifth regular session, held in Fort Lauderdale, renewed the mandate to the Permanent Council, by way of its resolution AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons,” to convene that meeting.  It is also important to note resolution AG/RES. 2148 (XXXV-O/05), “Combating the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children in the Hemisphere,” adopted by the General Assembly at the same regular session.
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