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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States is pleased to address the Vice Chair of the Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons to transmit herewith a document containing Argentina’s preliminary comments on this subject and to request that it be circulated to the member states in the official languages of the Organization.
The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Vice Chair the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C.
August 9, 2005
Attachment
Vice Chair of the Working Group
to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities
  on Trafficking in Persons
Washington, D.C.
MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES

ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS:

PRELIMINARY COMMENTS BY THE Argentine Republic
As a contribution to the possible agenda for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons envisioned in AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05) and related resolutions, we present the following preliminary comments:

1.
Argentina’s position on the matter:

The Argentine Republic has always very actively supported the adoption of measures at the international level to prevent and combat this scourge. Argentina is party to the principal international instruments on the matter, having ratified, in 2002, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children (2000) and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air (2000)—both supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo, 2000).  Those protocols entered into force for this Republic on December 25, 2003, January 28, 2004, and September 29, 2003, respectively.
At the MERCOSUR regional level, the Argentine Republic favors priority treatment for this issue on the agendas of states and promotes greater cooperation.  In response to a proposal of the MERCOSUR-REM Specialized Meeting on Women, this question was included in the Joint Communiqué of the Presidents of MERCOSUR and Associated States on June 18, 2003 (paragraph 9) and June 20, 2005 (paragraph 14).  The pertinent texts are as follows:
“Paragraph 9.  They expressed their great concern over the growing problems of trafficking in persons, especially women and children, which, in addition to constituting a violation of human rights, is closely linked to threats such as drug trafficking and the expansion of international organized crime.  They recommended that the competent MERCOSUR bodies include this topic on their agendas and begin to coordinate those agendas, with a view to a coordinated joint effort in this area.”
“Paragraph 14.  They emphasize the work of the competent MERCOSUR bodies that are addressing, under their agendas, the serious crime and growing problem of trafficking in persons, especially women and children, with a view to a coordinated joint effort that will successfully strengthen policies to fight this scourge, which is linked to the expansion of transnational organized crime.”

Argentina also endorses the position expressed by MERCOSUR and associated states on trafficking in persons during the 49th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), upon adoption of the resolution on the demand for women and children trafficked for all purposes of exploitation. The remarks made on that occasion by the representative of Paraguay, in his capacity as Chair pro tempore, are relevant:
“I speak on behalf of the MERCOSUR member countries and the following associated states: Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela. We MERCOSUR member countries are fully committed to fighting trafficking in persons, especially women and children.
 We believe that anti-trafficking efforts should focus on promoting and protecting the human rights of victims, taking into account the profound reasons for which women and children are vulnerable to this scourge. For us, the fight against human trafficking should also focus on the elimination of trafficking networks that profit from the exploitation of other human beings.
 We reject all forms of human exploitation, without exception. Nonetheless, we are concerned that an anti-trafficking approach focusing on reducing the demand for sexual exploitation may lead us to criminalize the victims of exploitation, i.e., make the victims criminals.
 We believe that in fighting trafficking we must focus on the perpetrators—the traffickers and their networks.

 We understand that anti-trafficking efforts should be conducted within the framework of applicable international instruments on the matter: the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its protocols and the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. We urge the countries to ratify them and hope next year to be able to move ahead on these commitments.”
2.
Basic criteria for the Meeting of National Authorities:

Argentina considers it advisable to focus the meeting’s agenda and its documents on three aspects cited by numerous OAS resolutions on the subject. These are: protection of and assistance to victims, prevention of the crime, and punishment of its perpetrators. The aims of the meeting should be those expressed in operative paragraph 3 of AG/RES. 2118 and related resolutions, i.e., to facilitate the sharing of information and experience, policy dialogue, and cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination in cases of trafficking in persons, as well as the establishment or improvement of statistical records in this regard.

Argentina promotes an integrated, interdisciplinary approach, with strict observance of the human rights of victims, focusing on reintegrating them into society and on preventing, fighting, and eradicating this crime.

We also consider it indispensable to foster broad interagency coordination–within each state and in the international community–with civil society participation, in order to identify and make viable the most effective tools for preventing and fighting human trafficking.
In that context, possible means of cooperation and joint efforts should consider, inter alia:

· Protection of and assistance to victims:

· Programs promoting the rehabilitation of victims and their reintegration into society.

· Training and awareness of actors involved in addressing the problem.

· Prevention of the crime:

· Training and awareness of actors involved in addressing the problem.

· The need for policies promoting women’s rights and fighting all aspects of discrimination and gender-based violence.

· More extensive research on the problem, so as to arrive at a more complete diagnosis and build a network of information to enable governments and civil society to take effective prevention measures against this scourge.

· Punishment of the perpetrators:

· Urge states to sign or ratify, as appropriate, the international instruments on this subject, and to implement them at the national level, providing–if appropriate–for the definition of trafficking in persons as a crime under their national law.

· Analysis of cooperation and mutual legal assistance, bearing in mind the efforts already under way at the OAS level in this field, so as to avoid duplication.

· Identification of the best forms of cooperation in fighting trafficking networks and the perpetrators of this crime.
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