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· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council

The Council heard the presentation by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic and Chair of the Permanent Council, at his first meeting as Chair of that body.  Ambassador Álvarez Gil expressed his willingness to collaborate with the Secretary General and to help him to achieve his goals. He also referred to the critical financial situation facing the Organization and the status of quota payments.  He then referred to the special General Assembly session to be held prior to January 2006 to consider measures to improve the financial situation of the Organization and urged his fellow ambassadors to participate actively in the work of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs to successfully achieve this common goal.  He referred to the inter-American human rights system and its achievements to date, adding that in spite of the progress made, there were still challenges that needed to be addressed.

· Mandates and Recommendations of the Thirty-fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly

The Permanent Council took note of the remarks by Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization, during his presentation of the information document on the mandates and recommendations of the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, contained in document CP/INF. 5199/05.

· Referral of document

The Permanent Council agreed to submit to the General Committee for study the Semester Report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs for the term July to December 2004, (CP/doc.3981/05).

· Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the regular meetings held on May 5, 12, and 14, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1415/04, CP/ACTA 1419/04, and CP/ACTA 1420/04), respectively.

· Farewell tribute to Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization

The Permanent Council paid a farewell tribute to Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General, who, after five years of service to the Organization ends his term of office for which he was elected in Windsor, Canada, in June 2000.  The Council expressed its profound gratitude to Ambassador Einaudi for his distinguished service to the Organization, to the cause of the Americas, and to the inter-American system in his capacity as Acting Secretary General, and wished him every success for the future.

· Expressions of solidarity

On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair extended condolences and expressed the solidarity of that organ following the loss of life and devastation wrought by Hurricane Dennis on the peoples of the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Cuba, and the United States.

The Council also expressed its utter condemnation of the despicable and cowardly acts of terrorism perpetrated this past Thursday, July 7, 2005, in London, United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, and observed a minute of silence to express its sorrow for the loss of life and injuries caused by this attack. The Council then issued a declaration condemning the terrorist act [CP/DEC. 28 (1494/05)].

· Other business

Announcements by delegations

· The delegation of Panama reminded the Caribbean states that Panama will be hosting a meeting of Caribbean Heads of State at the end of the month and that 14 states have confirmed that they will attend the meeting.

· The delegation of Panama also referred to the excessive number of mandates and activities that the Organization was carrying out in the face of financial difficulties and urged the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to give consideration to that subject. The delegation expressed its support for the efforts made by the delegation of Peru and referred to the draft resolution presented by that delegation.

· For its part, the delegation of Canada, announced that the Working Group on Procedures and Priorities charged with the topic mentioned by the delegation of Panama will be meeting on July 19.

· The Delegation of Brazil referred to the Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, to be held in Brasilia from September 1 to 3.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1494/05.
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