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· Presentation by Dr. Francisco Santos, Vice President of Colombia (CP/INF. 5205/05)
The Permanent Council heard a presentation by the Vice President of Colombia, Dr. Francisco Santos, on his country’s achievements and challenges. In his presentation, the Vice President reaffirmed his Government’s appreciation to the Organization and to Secretary General José Miguel Insulza for their decisive support to Colombia’s efforts toward peace and harmonious coexistence. He also expressed special gratitude to those countries that had given financial support to the OAS special mission headed by Dr. Sergio Caramagna and emphasized the need for the continued presence, follow-up, and participation of all countries of the Hemisphere, through the OAS.

· Installation of the permanent committees and election of their chairs

The Council Chair, under Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, declared installed the five permanent committees, i.e.: the General Committee, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).


The Council then elected the following chairs, by acclamation:


Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs: Ambassador Francisco Villagrán, Permanent Representative of Guatemala; 


Committee on Hemispheric Security: Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile;


Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs: Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay.

As for the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, the Council Chair reminded delegations of the provisions of Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and noted that, in that context, the delegation of Argentina had formally requested that its term as Chair be renewed.  Therefore, under the Rules of Procedure, the Chair of the Committee was to be occupied by the Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil.

The Council decided that the vice chairs would be elected by the committees themselves.

· Proposed assignment of mandates from the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly
The Permanent Council approved the proposed distribution of mandates, contained in document CP/doc.4049/05 rev. 1, with certain amendments proposed by delegations.

· Report on a petition filed against the Republic of Paraguay by a group of banks (originally ten) before the Courts of the Swiss Confederation
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The Permanent Council heard a presentation by the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, on this petition. 

· Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 16, 2004, and the special meeting held on May 27, 2004, CP/ACTA 1424/04 and CP/ACTA 1426/04, respectively.

· Other business

Expressions of appreciation

Several delegations expressed their gratitude to Ms. Linda Poole for her services as coordinator of the Permanent Council Secretariat.

Expressions of solidarity

The Permanent Council expressed its heartfelt condolences to, and solidarity with, the peoples of Grenada, Jamaica, and Mexico, in connection with the harm caused by Hurricane Emily.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1497/05.
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