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Record of the regular meeting of August 10, 2005

CP/ACTA 1501/05
/

After including the topic “Note from the Permanent Mission of Guatemala forwarding the draft resolution entitled “Date and venue of the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” proposed by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala, the Permanent Council adopted the order of business contained in document CP/OD-1501/05 rev. 1.

1. Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition (CP/INF. 5218/05)
Having heard the presentation by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, and following the audiovisual presentation by the General Secretariat, through the Department of Inter-American Law and Programs, on the agenda and reference documents, and pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council convened the Second Meeting of Central Authorities and Other Experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, on September 1, 2, and 3, 2005. [CP/RES. 887 (1501/05)]

2. Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Governance, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere (CP/INF. 5200/05)
Pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2093 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council convened the Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level, for October 26 to 28, 2005, in Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil.  [CP/RES. 886 (1501/05)]

3. Meeting of the Permanent Council with Representatives of the Legislatures of the Americas [AG/RES. 2095 (XXXV-O/05)]

The Permanent Council reviewed the General Assembly’s instruction in resolution AG/RES. 2095 (XXXV-O/05) to convene a special meeting with the presidents or speakers of the national legislative institutions of the Americas, i.e., congresses, parliaments, or national assemblies, as well as representatives of regional and subregional parliamentary institutions, for the initiation of a dialogue on topics on the hemispheric agenda.


In that connection, it asked the General Secretariat to prepare, through the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Political and Democratic Affairs, the draft agenda for that special meeting, as envisaged in the aforementioned resolution.

It also asked the General Secretariat to present that draft agenda by no later than August 31, 2005 and agreed to refer it for consideration by the General Committee.

4. Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas [AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05)]

In light of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05) on the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas, the Permanent Council asked the General Secretariat to prepare, through the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Political and Democratic Affairs, a draft work plan in accordance with the guidelines provided in the aforementioned resolution.


It also asked the General Secretariat to submit the above-mentioned draft work plan by no later than September 30, 2005.

5. Contributions to the special fund for building improvement, maintenance services, and other urgent needs [AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05)] (CP/INF. 5214/05)

The Permanent Council thanked the Government of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas for its grant to the Special Fund for Building Improvement, Maintenance Services, and Other Urgent Needs, and it urged the other member states and permanent observers, and any other willing donor, to contribute to that fund.

6.
Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the special meeting held on May 12 and 13, 2004, the regular meeting held on May 17, 2004, and the special meeting held on May 26, 27, and 28, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1406/04, CP/ACTA 1421/04, and CP/ACTA 1425/04), respectively.

7. Note from the Permanent Mission of Guatemala accompanying the draft resolution entitled “Date and Venue of the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (CP/doc.4051/05 corr. 1)

Taking note of the remarks of Ambassador Juan León, Alternate Representative of Guatemala and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and mindful of the agreements reached by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2073 (XXXV-O/05), the Permanent Council approved the offer by the Government of Guatemala to host the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to be held from October 10 to 14, 2005, and instructed the General Secretariat to continue supporting preparations for said meeting. [CP/RES. 888 (1501/05)]

8. Other business

· The Alternate Representative of Argentina, Ms. Silvia Mérega, mentioned the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General José de San Martín, and invited delegates to the wreath-laying ceremony to take place in the Plaza San Martín, on the corner of Virginia Avenue and 20th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., at 9:30 a.m. on August 17, 2005.

· The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Jorge Chen, mentioned the financial plight of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and his government’s donation to that body.

· The Chair of the Permanent Council convened a meeting of the General Committee for August 18.
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The Permanent Council bade farewell to the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Alberto Borea Odría, thanking him for his outstanding contributions to the Organization’s agenda and wishing him every success in the performance of his new duties.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1501/05.
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